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Sermon Series:                                                                 Under Construction building Character
Part 3 

CREATING AN OPEN FLOOR PLAN

LUKE 10: 25-37

As we pray in one accord lift up one hand with me
Our great and gracious God, we have come together today to worship you, as your Church through prayer, song and giving. As we move forward this morning to worshipping You our Rock and our Redeemer, we ask that You will open the flood gates to our hearts, souls and minds to receive Your teachings through the power of the Holy Spirit. Fill us, pour into us and complete us. As we hear Your words spoken today, let it change us to become more like You. Be with You servant now as I preach and teach Your Word with the power, love and passion that comes from You. 
Your Word tells us that were 2 or 3 are gathered there You will be. So, we know that You are with us. And we;

Thank You Lord, Thank You, we worship You, we worship You, we love You, thank You Lord.

And God’s people said: Amen and Amen…

We are in week three in our sermon series UNDER CONSTRCTION. We are looking at the systematic approach that to what it takes to grow in Christ-like Character and Christ-like commitment.  

Think about it like this; for growth to come we must break new ground- in other words we have to unlearn what we have known, so that we can be filled with the truth. Breaking new ground means looking at the world with a new perspective, it means getting rid of the old to create room for the new. You see the truth is growth and change comes when you have the desire to be who God wants you to become. Breaking new ground creates the space for growth. 

Then last week we talked about building from the top down. Everything that is built comes from God. To know God is to Love God and if we are to Love God as the First commandment tells us to then we must know God. Now to know Him means that we must make Him our Lord, Lord over our lives and last week I challenged everyone to take one part of your life and make Jesus the Lord, Lord over it. I pray that you are doing that.  But we also discovered that to know God, we must fulfill the second part of that command to love God from and with all our hearts, souls and minds and often times when we are tying our best to fulfill the first commandment our lives can be seen or feel like a construction zone- messy, chaotic, dirty and often confusing. But let me remind you that: Construction is the process of building something for a purpose. 
Well today we are talking about creating an open floor plan. So many older homes are cookie cutter as every room is blocked off with walls and doorways. For me, my mom raised 4 kids in a two-bedroom 1 bath house. The hallway was the center of the house and it is the passage way to the others room. To get from the living room to the kitchen you had to go through the hallway. I remember the time my grandfather built a utility room by taking part of the kitchen – for laundry and such, but He had to build a wall to make it. In today’s society people don’t want the boxed off rooms anymore they want open floor plans that opens the living room, to the dining room and to the kitchen area. When you walk in the door of the home you can see into other rooms without the barrier of the walls.
What I have found is that people weather Christians or not, we are like an old home-we have rooms that are boxed off, Separate from our families, friends, work and even God. We don’t want people to see into those parts of our lives for whatever reason, so we close the door on them. They become barriers in our lives that we put up, some phycologist calls it; building up a wall. We do this because of many reasons, maybe we have gotten hurt in the past, something happened that was traumatic, these walls can be there to protect you emotionally or physically, to protect ones you love.  Many years ago, I built a wall because I did not want people knowing that I was going to church and that I had become a Christian. So Sundays I would go to church even teach Sunday school, but Monday I was right back with the friends that knew my old life. And if I was a betting man…. I would bet that each person here has built up many walls in your lives. Yet as Christians we need to create an open floor plan in our lives by removing the walls which create barriers that stops us from becoming all God wants is to be.
Would you open your Bibles with me to the book of Luke, Luke chapter 10- you can find the book of Luke by finding the new Testament books of Matthew – Mark- then Luke. Luke chapter 10 and when you get there let me know by saying “Amen” 

Thank you- 

Luke was a physician and He wrote this book as a letter to man named Theophilus. Luke was not one of disciples, but Luke tells us that He carefully investigated the life of Jesus and wrote it in an orderly sequence so that Theophilus could be certain of his faith in Jesus. 
If you are there in the book of Luke chapter 10 begin reading with me from verse 25… and it begins like this:

25 Just then an expert in the law stood up to test Him, saying, “Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?”

26 “What is written in the law?” He asked him. “How do you read it?”

27 He answered: Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.

28 “You’ve answered correctly,” He told him. “Do this and you will live.”

29 But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”

30 Jesus took up the question and said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho and fell into the hands of robbers. They stripped him, beat him up, and fled, leaving him half dead. 31 A priest happened to be going down that road. When he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 32 In the same way, a Levite, when he arrived at the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan on his journey came up to him, and when he saw the man, he had compassion. 34 He went over to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on olive oil and wine. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 35 The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him. When I come back, I’ll reimburse you for whatever extra you spend.’

36 “Which of these three do you think proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?” 37 “The one who showed mercy to him,” he said. Then Jesus told him, “Go and do the same.”
We have quite an interesting exchange- you see the religious leaders over the years, built walls that kept the people back from being able to worship God. They created over 600 laws that the Jews had to follow not including but pertaining to the Tora, the fist 5 books of the Bible. And here come Jesus challenging them so the Expert in Law asked a question to Jesus “what do I have to do to receive inherit eternal.” That’s a great question isnt it—Jesus what are the requirements to get to heaven?
Jesus responds with a question to get the expert to answer and when he answered beginning with the first commandment “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind.” Jesus said in Matthew 22 that this is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it- to love your neighbor as yourself. 

And we find today this expert in the law confirms the second commandment to love our neighbor as ourselves. But, these 2 commandments are the most important- therefore our mission statement for the Road Church is - love God – love people. Now Jesus knew that the expert was trying to trick Him and once the expert of the law answered correctly – the Luke says that He wanted to justify himself and asked Jesus another question; and that is in verse 29 “who is my neighbor”
But this passage is not about who the neighbor is it is more that are you the neighbor. You see it’s all about how you look at it- its all about perspective and when the expert of the law asked that question it was because he wanted his perspective of what type of a neighbor he is to others. We live our lives through assumptions and how we perceive things. SO the Expert of the Law wants to justify himself for loving his neighbor, but his perception in not that of Jesus.
WHICH BRINGS US TO OUR BIG IDEA.

THE BIG IDEA IS: 

HOW WE PERCIEVE THINGS DETERMINES HOW WE DO THINGS. (X2)
And that is how Jesus answers the question to who is your neighbor. Today we will find that Jesus gives us 4 perspectives about breaking down the barriers that stop us from being everything we are meant to be. 
Let me ask you have you ever perceived something, or someone to be one way, but when you find out the rest of the story its different than what you thought? 

Recently in the news a black, gay, actor on a successful TV show- said that he was attacked and it was a hate crime- because they said it was MAGA country and that he was gay. The news was all over it taking his side. He had several TV interviews, people were upset, even congressmen and women were interviewed and stood up for him and even condemned the president. He promoted racial injustice and being hated for being black and gay. Everyone perceived it to be true, and they acted on their perception-but in the end he is the one who staged his own attack. He was the one who committed several crimes so that he could gain from it. And when the truth came out it changed the perspective of all the people.
Jesus is saying to this expert in the law that his perception of a neighbor is quite different than who the neighbor actually is. That is why Jesus gives us these four perspectives about life- to get rid of the barriers to have an open floor plan to become who God wants us to be. 
You see how we see something is critical to how we react. How you see things is who you will be. It affects everything about us- that is why the Expert in the law wanted to justify himself- because he believed that a neighbor is one thing. As such Jesus teaches about the four perspectives that help us change the way we look at things.

Here are the four perspectives to breaking down the barriers to become who God wants us to be. Who we should be as a neighbor.
Are you ready?

THE FIRST PERSPECTIVE IS: WHATS YOURS IS MINE.

This is the perspective of the robbers- look at verse 30 
A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho and fell into the hands of robbers. They stripped him, beat him up, and fled, leaving him half dead.
They took advantage of a man by himself and wanted what he had- they believed what’s yours is mine and I am going to take and you cannot do anything about it. This is a criminal’s perspective when it comes to crime.
We are closer to this perspective than what you think- We are all born with a little robber in us.
Babies have this perspective right away. You get some toddlers together and most times they want to play with the same toy- they think if I like it then it’s mine, if you lay it down then its mine, if you are holding it, I want it. If your pacifier drops in the floor its going in my mouth.. we are born with it. 
When my wife and I did foster care for many years and often we had toddlers together and well- they had some robber in them too. Sometimes it got a heated from time to time. If one was having fun with one toy the other wanted it and called it theirs.
In fact here is a picture of my baby girl and I was holding our new baby.. she wasn’t about sharing she tried to push him off my lap…

We are all born with a little robber in us- today that mindset is called entitlement – people perceive because of who they are, what they are, where they live, what position they hold that they are entitled. If we are not careful as people grow, they do not get past this perception.  
Christians sometimes have this mindset of entitlement – and sometimes we build up the wall and we look at others and think they don’t belong, because of how they dress or look or that they sat in the same pew for 20 years and it belongs to them. We held a big meeting here one time and one members saw a visiting pastor and wife sitting in his pew- He said to them where am I supposed to sit… Or because they give it entitles them to run the show. So, the wall goes up that we perceive that the church should not have sinners and each person has a specific place. Yet those barriers those walls do nothing except drive people away from the one place they are supposed to find comfort, the one place we are supposed to find healing- the perspective of the entitlement can cause great harm because it can cause others to feel beat down, stripped emotionally and left half dead. We must get rid of this perspective. As a church we are called to love all people no matter of the sin, where they sit and what they are dressed like.
Notice with me that the robbers were not the mans neighbor. 

The second perspective to breaking down the barriers to become who God wants us to be is: 

WHAT’S MINE IS MINE AND I AM GOING TO KEEP IT.

Look back at verses 31-32 with me:

31 A priest happened to be going down that road. When he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 32 In the same way, a Levite, when he arrived at the place and saw him, passed by on the other side.
Notice with me what has happened – they very people called by God to act- when they saw what happened they crossed on the other side and passed him by.
They said what’s mine is mine and I am going to keep it. They may have thought that the robbers where waiting for others to help the man and then to rob them, so they wanted to keep what they had.

A couple weeks ago I heard this story about a father and son who went to McDonalds for lunch. The man bought the son his meal and as he was eating his meal the father reached over to take a fry from the son’s fries. As he did the boy yelled at his father saying no way and pushed his fathers’ hand back. Now the father was taken back for a moment in shock that his son acted this way- in fact the father said he had three thoughts in that moment.
First- He doesn’t know where the fries came from. He said he doesn’t understand that I am the source- I bought his fries and he doesn’t understand that.  

The second thought he had was that he did not understand I can take them from him- I gave them to him and I can take them away he doesn’t. He doesn’t understand that I don’t need permission to take them from him because I am his father. 

The third thought was; he did not understand that I did not need his fries. I can go and buy all the fries I want and I could buy so many that I could bury him under a mountain of fries. 
How did you son die sir- well I bought all these fries and buried him in them.

Then the father made this statement – he said and get this…. All I wanted to do was to share the fries with my son. 

We often have this very perspective when it comes to God, don’t we? Its my life, its mine and I am going to keep it—but God says I am the source, I can give and take away as I please, I don’t need what I have given you, but all I want to do is to share you.

The perspective that what’s mine is mine and I am going to keep it builds walls that build barriers in our lives that we cannot effectively love our neighbor. 

Listen God is saying tear down the wall. A man came for food and I was the only one here at the church. I took him to the food pantry got his food and I noticed that he was walking funny and I asked what the problem was and he said his shoes didn’t fit right, he commented on my new running shoes. I felt the holy spirit move so I took off my shoes and gave them to him. I am not saying this to boast about me, but rather for us to understand that when we have this barrier up that its mine and I’m keeping it, we forget that we are love others.
Folks the truth is God wants to sit down and share your fries with you but the highest form of selfishness is to exclude God from our fries. Listen folks’ selfish people only cheat themselves. 

Proverbs 11:24 says: One person gives freely, yet gains more; another withholds what is right, only to become poor.
What they try to keep, will prevent them from receiving and giving the greatest love ever received.

The priest and the Levite were not this mans friend..

The first perspective WHATS YOURS IS MINE.
Second, WHAT’S MINE IS MINE AND I AM GOING TO KEEP IT.

These two perspectives are worldly perspectives.

Then the third perspective is this: 

WHATS MINE IS YOURS AND I AM GOING TO GIVE IT.

Look back with me to verse 33

33 But a Samaritan on his journey came up to him, and when he saw the man, he had compassion. 34 He went over to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on olive oil and wine. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 35 The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him. When I come back, I’ll reimburse you for whatever extra you spend.’
The good Samaritan gave what was his.

You see they all saw the problem, they all had opportunity, they all had reasons not to help. But the Samaritans perspective was differently than the others- His perspective was IF I DON’T STOP WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO HIM? WILL HE DIE? If I don’t stop what will happen to me?

Notice with that the Samaritan gave His time- His possessions, money and resources.

He bandaged his wounds

He poured his own oil and wine on his wounds

He put him on his own donkey took him to the inn.

He took care of him spending the night with him.

He gave money to the innkeeper to take care of him.

He promised that he would come back to pay what was owed. 

You know its one thing to talk about values and Christ like character, but it’s another to live it.

The truth is God has given you everything in this life and although we say it’s ours, never forget that God is the source.

We see an illustration of this perspective in the first church in Acts 2:44-45.

“Now all the believers were together and held all things in common. 45 They sold their possessions and property and distributed the proceeds to all, as anyone had a need.”

It was the unselfishness of the early Christians that helped each other and what made an impact on the community. HOW WE PERCIEVE THINGS DETERMINES HOW WE DO THINGS.
The perspectives of life:

What’s yours is mine.

What’s mine is mine and I am going to keep it.

What’s mine is yours and I am going to give it.

Then the last perspective is this:

What’s mine is not mine and I am going to manage it.

Listen to what Psalm 24:1 says:
The earth and everything in it, the world and its inhabitants, belong to the Lord.
The Bible says in James 1:17 Every generous act and every perfect gift is from above.

When we have this perspective, it changes everything in a Christians life—this is the key to tearing down the walls that bind us- it is the very thing that helps us understands how to love others as ourselves. 

Everything we have is not ours- if we stop hording it and start giving it, it will change the perspective of those receiving.

A person had a packaged delivered to them over night. The next day they didn’t get the package. They talked to the delivery person and he said that he took it home with him. They said to the driver its not yours, your job is to deliver the package not to keep the package. 

Understand this folk we are the delivery people for God, what He has given to us, we give back and that is how we break down the barriers and we can begin to love people as God made us to be.
You see the first two perspectives come from a worldly attitude- from the sinful nature that is within us- I want it my own way. The greatest issue that faces mankind today- the greatest problem is us. 

Jesus showed us that when people lack gratitude, they begin focusing on themselves- its all about me. 

Let’s focus on the antidote- My time is not mine- my money is not mine- my gifts are not mine- my possessions are not mine- my life is not mine- I am just managing them. 

Look at what Jesus asked in verse 36-37
“Which of these three do you think proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?” 37 “The one who showed mercy to him,” he said. Then Jesus told him, “Go and do the same.”
To love others we must break down the walls that we have and create a open floor plan so that people can see through us straight to Jesus.
Lastly I want to leave you with this: Do your giving while your living!
To be love our neighbor as ourselves get rid of the perspectives of WHATS YOURS IS MINE and WHAT’S MINE IS MINE AND I AM GOING TO KEEP IT.

Abd begin to have heavenly perspectives of WHATS MINE IS YOURS AND I AM GOING TO GIVE IT and what’s mine is not mine I am going to manage it.
Then you will become the neighbor who loves others as yourself.
Invitation 

