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The Devotion of a Church

Act’s 2: 40-46 

Prayer-------
If you have your Bibles with you and I hope that you do, open them with me to the book of Acts- chapter 2. You can find the book of Acts if you first find the books of Matthew, Mark, Luke, John and then comes the book of Acts chapter 2. 
In the last few weeks, we have been studying the Book of Acts and through this study we have been watching the formation of the first Church in the New Testament. One of the first things we notice is the obedience of the Apostles and Disciples when Jesus told them to stay in Jerusalem because they would receive the Power Holy Spirit and become witnesses throughout the world. You have to know today that we are part of the fulfillment of that prophesy. The message of Jesus- the Gospel of Jesus Christ is going into more countries today in more languages than ever before. The Bible is being translated into more languages than ever before. And it all began as the Apostles and disciples being obedient to Jesus as God the Holy Spirit came and they became witnesses to Him. 

We find that the very first Church began because the apostles- disciples the women and others were faithful in doing what Jesus commanded them and that is what we are called to do today.
We have also discussed the Holy Spirit. How He is the Power of God, And How we have that same Holy Spirit Power today that the Apostles and Disciples had in biblical days.
Listen to how God the Holy Spirit worked in the First Church recorded in Acts. First 3000 were added then in chapter 2:47 “the Lord added to their number daily.” Acts 4:4 “many who heard the message of God believed and the number of men grew to about 5,000” Acts 5:14 “more and more men and women believed in the Lord and were added to their number.” Acts: 6:7 “So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a large number of priests became obedient to the faith”.
In chapter 13 he first missionaries were sent out the Church through the power of the Holy Spirit. And the rest of the new Testament is devoted to reaching the lost and growing the Kingdom of God.
The New Fellowship Church had on outpouring of the Holy Spirit and through the Holy Spirit the Church was growing rapidly. In fact, there has never been a church that has grown so fast. I do want you to know that as born-again believers we are in a partnership with the Holy Spirit to grow the kingdom of God. 

 Let’s take a look this morning at how the devotion of this church made an impact in Jerusalem and for us today. 
If you are there in the book of Acts chapter 2 read with me from verse 40.
And with many other words he testified and exhorted them, saying, “Be saved from this perverse generation.” 41 Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were added to them. 42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers. 43 Then fear came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were done through the apostles. 44 Now all who believed were together, and had all things in common, 45 and sold their possessions and goods, and divided them among all, as anyone had need.

46 So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart, 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved.”  That word church in verse 47 in the Greek is “ecclesia” and the definition of this word is an assembly called out. 
This new church of over 3,000 believers who are called out, scriptures tell us became a devoted group of born-again believers. 
Which brings us to our Biblical Truth today. The Biblical Truth is: A Devoted Church is a growing Church. X2
Folks, I want you to know that I am not just talking about the physical growth, I am also speaking to the spiritual growth of the body of believers. 
The word “Steadfast” in verse 42 is defined as being devoted. To be devoted means to be loyal- faithful- true- steadfast -constant- committed- zealous and dedicated. Being devoted to something is not a skill nor is it a spiritual gift. It is an effort made by a person. A church building cannot be devoted. The building can give a first impression of the church, signs can be put up to navigate visitors- the building can be inviting, but church body makes it a friendly and loving church. But by itself it cannot grow the Kingdom of God.
The Church is not the building, but rather it is the people, you see we are the ones that make up the church. 
 But I want you to understand that today, if you are not devoted to God, you will not grow in a spiritual sense and if the people of the church are not growing- then the church will not grow spiritually nor physically.
Devotion is the profound dedication and that is what we find in our scripture today. The Church had a profound dedication, They were loyal and committed to four basic elements as born-again believers. 
These four elements were first and foremost centered on God and once they devoted themselves to these four basic elements then we noticed that fear came over them because of the wonders and signs happening in their midst. Verses 43 tell us this: “Then fear came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were done through the apostles.” 
What is happening here? They are becoming witnesses to the mighty works of God. Do you see that? In beginning of chapter 2 is where the Holy Spirit came upon the 120. The Apostles and disciples began to speak the languages of the known people and we learned last week that the people heard the mighty works of God in their own languages- and here in verse 43 Now they are actually seeing the mighty works of God happening through the Apostles with their own eyes.
It is not a coincidence the Holy Spirit came in sound and sight, now these people have witnessed the mighty works of God by sound and sight as well.  
Listen when you devote yourself to God with these four elements you will see the mighty works of God in your life. So, what are the four elements of this devoted church? 
The first element of a Devoted Church is to be devoted to the teachings of God.

Look back with me at the beginning of verse 42 “And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine” (or teachings). 
A biblical church is marked by its preaching and teaching. There were thousands of new believers who needed to understand the link between the Old Testament and the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

Each day God was adding to the numbers- each day there were people who wanted and needed to hear more and more about Jesus Christ. Today is no different, people want to know about Jesus.
 The apostle’s doctrine are the very teachings from the New Testament of what we study today. They are based from the Old Testament to the New Testament by the inspiration of God – The Apostles were the eye witnesses to the ministry, death, burial, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus. That is what they taught. They taught about His ethical and practical teachings such as the Sermon on the Mount. But at the center was the Gospel Message. And that is what we are to teach.
When you are devoted to something it means that it is part of your life. The new community of believers did that, they were devoted to the teaching. 

Look verse 46 “So continuing daily with one accord in the temple” NIV version says it this way “Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts.” They lived out the devotion of the Apostles teaching by gathering each day in the temple courts to hear the instruction.
You know I find that there is nothing more satisfying when I hear the Word of God being taught or preached and it applies to me, in my life. Do you feel the same way? (AMEN?) 
ILL Here is the problem churches are having less theology in their teaching and preaching.  Listen to what the apostle Paul wrote to Timothy describing the ongoing process of preaching and teaching- he said in 2 Tim 2:2 “And what you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses, commit to faithful men, who will be able to teach others also”. Then he said in 2 Tim 3:16 “All scripture is inspired by God”
Folks the Bible is the complete authority of God, written by men with the inspiration of God Himself. Therefore, the Bible is without error or fault in all of its teachings. The Bible is also the living Word of God. It has meaning to every part of our lives not just 2000 years ago, but today until the day Jesus returns. GOD’s Word teaches about His Church and how we are supposed to live out our lives each day.

Paul told Timothy in 2nd Timothy 4:2 “Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage with great patience and careful instruction.” 
Why? Because the Church must know how to live as Christ followers. The Body of Christ is more than Sunday morning services. God the Holy Spirit was not sent into the lives of people merely to have a good church service. The church was not created simply to have a meeting on Sunday. Church services were created to equip the church for their task of serving Christ and the world. The biblical measure of the church is not how much you like the service, but how the church is effectively employed in doing the activity of Christ. How we live in the present world. 
God gave us His Holy Word to live it out, He gave us pastors to preach it, to study it. This should be something that we are devoted to especially in the times that we are living in today.

I want you to know that I am committed to the teaching and preaching the Word of God throughout the week. From our Bible study phone calls, to my online Thursday night Bible study on Facebook live, to our Sunday service. 
In today’s world being devoted to the Apostles teachings means that we need to focus on the daily need of scripture in our lives, reading, studying, listening and applying it to our lives. The simple fact is what you get out of God’s Word is what you put into it. 
The First element of being a Devoted Church is to be devoted to the teachings of God.

The second element of a devoted church is: being devoted to the fellowship.

Look at verse 42 again “And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship.”
The Greek word for fellowship is                KOY NONI A which means far more than just meeting together, eating, and having a good time. In its truest form of definition comes from the New Testament where this word is used as; association, community, communion and joint participation. In short fellowship means a closeness, sharing, having a common bond, a feeling of togetherness, of belonging to each other, of belonging to the family of God. Having a common bond with one another. 
It’s "fellowship," caring about one another, It’s a desire to share the good news to those around us, and to meet with fellow brothers and sisters, encouraging one another, learning from our experiences, sharing our victories, and comforting one another in our setbacks. 

Fellowship is the spiritual duty of every born-again believer 1 John 1:3 tells us “what we have seen and heard we declare to you so that you may have fellowship along with us”
 Here is the way I see it: The Bible says we are put together, joined together, built together, members together, heirs together, fitted together, held together, and we will be caught up together to spend eternity together. So, we better get used to being together.
Hebrews 10:24-25 tell us “And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.”
The truth is you cannot be encouraged by the church if you are not in fellowship with the church. Fellowship is having one another’s back- because it is too hard to do this walk alone. What does fellowship do? Look back at verse 47 “All the believers were together and had all things in common”
Followship shares life together, it builds the church in unity and love for one another. The FIRST CHURCH was devoted to fellowship. How can we have this fellowship in the days we are living in, we can still meet together we have use precautions like you see today. We can serve one another, call one another to check in on one another, social media, doing ministry together, helping one another. 
The first element of being a devoted church is to be devoted to the teachings of God. Second, be devoted to the fellowship.     Then the third element of a devoted Church is to be devoted to the breaking of bread.
Some have called this a meal that they shared with one another, others have called it communion or the Lords Supper. 

The purpose of the Lords Supper is to proclaim the Lords Death until He returns.
We do it in remembrance of Christ Jesus- as 1 Corinthians 11:26 says “For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until He comes.”
Therefore, if you are proclaiming the Lords death you must be a believer who participates in the gift of the Lords Supper. If we preach Christ crucified, we must do what the Word tells us and Christ instituted the Lords Supper as He shared His last meal with His disciples. 
And because of sharing the last meal we also see that the New Church ate a complete meal together– Look at verse 46

 “So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart, 47 praising God and having favor with all the people.”
Notice with me if you will that they went from house to house- and when they ate the meal they did so with joy and a humble attitude. Because some of the people who were going from house to house could not afford the food. Remember the Pentecost just happened there were people who stayed there from all over the land, they came with all their belongings, no jobs, kids to feed, no place to stay and by now we can estimate they have well over 3500 in the church and God was adding to their numbers daily. The fact is there were people there that had need. Part of growth is recognizing that there will be people who have need – there are people today here that have need. Notice in verse 45 we see that they did whatever it took to take care of one another.
If one had a need another came along side to help to encourage, they were devoted it. So the meals had three fold purpose- first Proclaiming the Lords death until He comes, second fellowship and third helping the others. We must be devoted to the breaking of the bread.

The first Element of a devoted Church is to be devoted to the teachings of God.

Second to be devoted to the fellowship.

Third to be devoted to the breaking of bread.

Lastly, we see that the fourth element of a devoted church is to be devoted to prayer.

A devoted Church that grows includes constant and consistent prayer. Again verse 42 “And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers.”
The church began with praying together in Acts chapter 1:14 – they were united in prayer. That is the power of united prayer!
The believers of the first Church knew they did not have the power to go out into a hostile world, stand tall, and move forward with the Gospel that they have received. They had to trust in God to give them the strength. Philippians 4:13 says; “I can do all things through him who strengthens me.”
Jesus had set the example of prayer for the Apostles and disciples in the three years He had been with them. 
Matthew 14:23 "After He had dismissed them, He went up on a mountainside by Himself to pray.” Luke 6:12."Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray, and spent the night praying" 
If there was such a need for Jesus to pray how much more of a need is it for us to pray? Prayer is not simply a time when we go to God with our "wish list." It is also a time when we seek His will, get direction and guidance from God concerning situations in our life and the church. If we will just "be still and know that He is God," then God will strengthen us to do His will.
ILL- 2 events that changed my prayer life

What Kind of God do we serve? We serve a God who loves hearing our voices; A loving God, and a forgiving God. 2 Chronicles 7:14 shows us this through the Words of God. “If My people who are called by My name humble themselves, pray and seek My face, and turn from their evil ways, then I will hear from heaven, forgive their sin, and heal their land.” There is tremendous power in prayer.
A devoted church is a growing church. For the church to grow spiritually and physically we must be devoted to the four elements. The teachings of God, the fellowship of believers, and to the breaking of bread and to prayer.

And the last thing I want to share with you is the result or the benefit of being a devoted church. Look at the latter part of verse 47. There were “praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved.” This is the result of being devoted. 
What a reward! What a bonus- first we get to walk closer to God- closer with one another while praising Him and then God adds to our numbers.  
 ----   PRAYER----
