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FAKE NEWS

Part 4
Myth: Everything happens for a reason.
Romans 8:28

Welcome all of you here today and watching on line to The Road Church. We are a group of imperfect people walking The Road of faith together as we live out our mission to Love God- Love People – and Change the World. 

For the past few weeks we have been working through our sermon series “FAKE NEWS”. But we are not discussing politics or what the news is saying today. The very definition of fake news is the false information under the disguise of authentic news in an attempt to mislead consumers. Fake News is manipulated to look like credible journalistic reports. Fake News is all over the internet and the discussion of many people. This type of fake news has actually fabricated itself into the Christian Culture by taking scripture out of context or taking a piece of the truth and adding false information. Thereby giving it just enough truth to make it sound like great theology. Many people believe in them and even had said them at some point. However, as we have learned over the past few weeks that when comparing the sayings with scripture, we find that they are not true and not in the Bible.

In the last few weeks we discovered the lies that many people believe that is in the Bible but are not. Like God helps those who help themselves. The New Testament shows us that this saying is not in balance with the teachings and the miracles of Jesus. When the blind was healed or the paralytic at the pool in Bethesda or the 10 leapers- they are all people who could not help themselves. This saying is counter productive to the very reason Christ went to the cross because we are all helpless to return to God without the Blood- death burial and resurrection of Christ. The truth is God helps those who depend on Him.
Then we discussed the famous saying that money is the root of all evil. The Bible teaches it differently by saying the LOVE for money is a root, for all kinds of evil. The scripture goes on to tell us that we are to desire Godliness and contentment over everything else and because it will lead us to eternal wealth.

Then last week we tackled the fake news story that God won’t give you more than you can handle. What a fabrication of the truth this is. Now I get why this is used, but just because it is used in a tragedy or when something goes wrong in a person’s life to help console them it doesn’t mean it’ right. We want to give them something to hope for so we say: well you know what the Bible says God won’t give you more than you can handle. But as we found out last week God sometimes gives us more than we can handle. Over and over again we see that God has given people of the Bible more than they could handle, but God just doesn’t arbitrarily do it, but when He does, it’s for two reasons.

First it is draw us closer to Him. We know that when life gets difficult, we are drawn back to God.  Second God does it so that we will rely on His power. The Apostle Paul learned it first hand in his life and he said that he went through being burdened beyond his own strength to make him not rely on himself but on God who raises the dead. So when we are beyond our own strength to deal with one more thing, we can draw near to God and rely on His power to get us through the toughest times of our lives.
You can watch all of them in their entirety through our website.

This week we are tackling the very popular Bible fake news in our culture that everything happens for a reason.
Let’s prepare our hearts for God message through prayer.

Praise and honor- request God to hear- confession- recall scripture: 
We are promised in Your scripture in John 14:13 that when we ask in the name of Your Son that it will be done to glorify you.

Request to hear and close 

Amen and amen.

EVERYTHING HAPPENS FOR A REASON is probably the saying that is said most in our world. You don’t have to be a person of faith to make this statement. I believe that as we are rational human beings that we want everything to make sense.  This term is used usually when people are trying to be comforting when a huge problem, trouble, a loss or when tragedy strikes someone else and we don’t know what to say. So, we say “everything happens for a reason” When a person gets cancer, or when a child has tragically died, or a person loses their job or your at the bed side of a terminally ill person. We don’t know what to say so we say “everything happens for a reason” Maybe you have said this before or maybe someone has said it to you. This saying is the modern New Age version of the old religious saying “It’s God’s Will”. So, where did this idea come from? We can find the basis of this fake news from a letter that the Apostle Paul wrote to the Church in Rome. 
Open your Bible with me to the New Testament book of Romans chapter 8. You can find the book of Romans if you first find the books Matthew, Mark, Luke, John then Acts there you will find the book of Romans. Romans chapter 8, and when you get there let me know by saying; Amen.

We re reading from verse 28. This is God’s Word.

“We know that all things work together for the good of those who love God and are called according to His purpose.”

This is where the foundation of what people say that everything happens for a reason come from. But does it really? What does it even mean? Do people believe in this statement because we live in a cause and effect world? The idea of cause and effect is when one event makes another event happen. For example, when your alarm goes off in the morning it is the cause, the affect is you waking up. There are consequences to our actions in cause and effect. But on the other hand, I believe that most people in general believe it to be more spiritual thing. When we offer these words of encouragement, often we are not referring to any physical truths; we’re generally speaking of Biblical truths. So, we have to think about; are we saying that everything that happens is the direct result of God’s divine plan?
Saying that God decides the results of every action would mean when the Detroit Lions played on Monday night, that they lost because of the bad calls from the refs who wanted to throw the game because it was God’s will. If that is the case then it means that God also planned and carried out the Holocaust where almost 11 million Jews died, or 9-11 or that is was God’s will for school or church shootings that have happened because God intended it to happen. That goes against the very foundation Biblical truth.
Now God does cause some things like we learned last week when we said that God will give you more than you can handle. He brings about some things in our lives that will bring us closer to Him and to rely on our power. But everything doesn’t happen for a reason.
WHICH BRINGS US TO OUR BIG IDEA TODAY:
THE BIG IDEA IS:

WHILE MANY THINGS HAPPEN FOR A REASON, GOD IS NOT THE REASON FOR ALL THINGS.
We want to believe that everything happens for a reason, that especially when bad things happen it’s all for a greater purpose. This simply just is not true and there is no theology behind it, it is not in the Bible. Bad things happen for a variety of reasons, but sometimes they just happen. But they do not happen because God willed it or because he wanted to prove a point or He want to punish someone. God does not give people cancer. God does not cause children to die. I am positive that God did not take my young niece and cause someone to hurt and kill her and then throw her into the ocean, for her body to wash up on another shore, for some greater purpose.  God did not do that. God doesn’t take young children and teenage girls and put them into sex trafficking. I am positive of that because of His word. God does not cause any sort of tragedy. But when tragedy does strike, we must remember that God is in the midst of it and He is ready to take that evil, that terrible, ugly thing and make something good come from it.
However:
If God is the reason for everything that happens, it creates two problems for us today.

PROBLEM 1: IT REMOVES OUR PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY.
I think many times WHEN people say that everything happens for a reason they don’t want to face up to their own brokenness. The Bible speaks a lot of our personal responsibility. Things that we can control, things that we are responsible for saying and doing in this life. After all James said “Be doers of the Word not just hearers only.”
By removing our personal responsibility for what we do and say, we blame God for it. We can think “whatever I do must be God’s will for me, otherwise God would have caused me to do something else”. I read a quote the other day that said “everything happens for a reason… but sometimes the reason is you’re stupid and make bad decisions” -Adam Hamilton
For example, if a drunk driver kills a person, it means that the drunk driver didn’t kill the person and it was God who did it. It blames God for everything that happens whether Good or Bad.

This takes us from the truth of God’s Word.
Therefore, when the Bible says Romans 3:23 that that “all sin and fall short of the glory of God” (KJV) if we don’t have the responsibility for it then God was the one who made us sin. 
The story of the Prodigal Son in the Luke’s Gospel chapter 15. Teaches us that we are responsible for what we do and say. The son went to the father and told the father he wanted all of his inheritance right then and there. He left and squandered the money on wild living the Bible tells us. And when he had no more money his friends left him, he found himself working in the pig farm so hungry he was going to eat the pigs food. He came to his senses and began back to his fathers an when he seen his father Luke 15:21 he said “Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am not longer worthy to be called your son”
When I say that everything happens for a reason it takes my personal responsibility for owning up for what my actions and what I say may cause and it implies that God is at fault. Therefore, there is no reason to have a Savior.
But the Bible tells us over and over again that we must take responsibility for our actions. 
THE SECOND PROBLEM IS: IT REMOVES OUR FREE WILL.
If everything happens for a reason then God is in complete and total control of everything we say and we do. Therefore, we have no free will to think for ourselves or to even make the decision to become a born-again believer or even to pray to God. We are just God’s robots living out the life that He controls.
This idea of this is based upon the theology of John Calvin who lived in the 1500’s. He went to the extreme of teaching that everything that happens is pre-determined by God. He wrote, “No wind ever rises or rages without God’s special command.” Meaning hurricanes, tornadoes, tsunamis—all are what God wants to happen. Calvin went so far as to say that God determines who will go to heaven and who will end up in hell—so it does not matter how you live or what you believe—the list is already determined before you were born. There is no free choice. There is nothing you can do to alter the course of your life. Calvin also wrote: “By predestination we mean the eternal decree of God, by which He determined with Himself whatever He wished to happen with regard to every man. All are not created on equal terms, but some are preordained to eternal life, others to eternal damnation; and, accordingly, as each has been created for one or other of those ends, we say that he has been predestined to life or death.
If that is true; then why did God send His one and only Son to die on the cross for our sin? What was the purpose of it? If God is in complete and total control then why do we have the two commandments from Jesus in Matthew 22:37 to “Love the Lord your God with all of our heart and with all of your soul and with all of your mind…. To love your neighbor as yourself.”
Throughout scripture, God lays out the right road and warns of pursuing the wrong road. We see this in a passage from Deuteronomy 30:19-20. Moses had just given the Israelites the Ten Commandments and the rest of the Law and he then challenges the Israelites saying: “I call heaven and earth as witnesses against you today that I have set before you life and death, blessing and curse. Choose life so that you and your descendants may live.” Notice with me that Moses gave them a choice – a free will to choose life or death. 
You see folks, our free will is a gift from God and because we have free will it show us that God has given us the right to live as we decide. Good or bad we choose what we do and who we worship. The proof of this is found in these scriptures. 
John 3:16 “For God so loved the world in this way; He gave His one and only Son so that everyone who believes in Him will have eternal life”

Romans 6:23 “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Mark 8:34 “whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow Me.”
Salvation is about those who believe in the Son- that accept the gift of God of eternal life and who wants to be a disciple of Christ. This is the complete and total free will for each and every person.
If everything happens for a reason it causes us two major problems in our faith.

1. It takes away our personal responsibility.

2. It takes away our free will to choose and to live out our faith every day.
SOME THINGS MAY HAPPEN FOR A REASON, BUT EVERYTING DOESN’T HAPPEN FOR A REASON.
However, while God is not the reason for everything, He can bring about Good in all things.
Look back at our verse for today Romans 8:28 “We know that all things work together for the good of those who love God and are called according to His purpose.”

Here Paul wrote Romans when he was on his way to being put on trial from of the emperor. Paul was no stranger to conflict. In fact, his ministry is marked with conflict time and time again. So, Paul is in the midst of one of these conflicts and writes this letter and says that God works all things out for the good of Himself and His people.  He did not say that God has caused him to be taken into chains and put on trial to face death. He did not say that God made him go to prison. Paul, instead, says that God works it all out in the end. This is an important difference to take note of because Paul is not placing the blame on God for his being under arrest, rather he is acknowledging that God will use it.

NOW NOTICE A FEW THINGS WITH ME ABOUT THIS SCRIPTURE.
First, the first words that Paul wrote “we know that all things” The NIV translates it best by saying “in all things”. What this means is that all though God doesn’t cause all things- he has the power to deal with all things- it’s about God’s sovereignty, God is sovereign in all things; this means that He has supreme power and authority in all things. God can work in the good and bad in our lives. No matter how good or how hard your life might be right now, no matter how broken the world is right now, no matter how crazy and out of control things may seem, God has the power and authority in all things. 

Second, you must know that this scripture is exclusive only to believers. Remember that Paul is writing to the Church in Rome Church to the born-again believers. He says: all things work together for the good of those who love God and are called according to His purpose.”

For those who love God and are Called according to His purpose means it’s a member only statement. I remember in some of my desperate times in life I would call on God, but there was not answer, why because I was not born again.
In-other-words God will be there in the things that Born-again believers are dealing with in their lives, but He won’t be there in the things that people who have not professed Christ as their Savior. It is important to note that God won’t go where He has not been invited. Amen? John 3:18 tells us that “whoever believes in Him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God”
Then third, Paul give us two great promises of this scripture. 
1. That He is with you.
Paul is telling us that no matter what we are going through, an illness, cancer, divorce, child custody battles, a death in the family, financial crises, problems in marriage, pending a surgery, evil that is at your door step, God is there for you. No matter if you brought it on or the enemy has brought it on God is with you. 

Psalm 23:4 tells us that “Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.”
Psalm 118:6 tell us: “THE LORD IS FOR ME”

God is for you when you can't see it, feel it, or understand it. God is for you even when everything falls apart and you are on the brink of giving up. God is for you even in the hardest places.
God is for me- say that with me -GOD IS FOR ME.
The second promise is that God is at work for you. 

Notice the words of that verse again- “all things work together for the good of those who love God and are called according to His purpose.”

This means although God did not cause all things – He is working through them to shape us.

Because of His love and commitment for us and our love and commitment for Him- He will work things our for the good. 
Although God doesn’t cause everything, He is at work for each us in all things. When we have made some terrible mistakes, when we have faltered, when life throws us a curve ball, a significant event that occurs God is going to do the work so that even in the worst things there will be something good in it. 
What two great promises for born-again believers that God is for you and that He is at work in you.

WHILE MANY THINGS HAPPEN FOR A REASON, GOD IS NOT THE REASON FOR ALL THINGS.
But in all things God Works out Good for those who love Him and are called for His purpose.
Prayer and invitation. 
