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LIVING FOR COMMUNITY

Acts 4:32-36
It is my hope and prayer that you and your family had a wonderful thanksgiving. Now with Thanksgiving behind us, we push forward towards Christmas. Beginning next week, we start our Christmas sermon series Behold. We will take a look at the events of the major miracles that brought centuries-old prophecies into reality as Christ our Savior was born. Before we get there need to finish up on our Secret of the Church series. 
Prayer. 
If you have your Bibles and I hope that you do. Open them with me to the book of Acts chapter 4. You can find the book of Acts if you first find the 4 Gospels; Matthew, Mark, Luke, John then you will find the book of Acts, Acts chapter 4.
We began this series by saying that even though we cannot replicate the first Church, we can take the principles and apply them to us today.  Over this series, we discovered that the people are the Church and the body of Christ and as the Church, we must focus on the impact we are making for the Kingdom of God today. And that while we wait on God to return, to answer us, and even while in transition that we must not become inactive. We must put our faith in action, we must make prayer a priority and we must restrengthen ourselves individually and as a church.

Then we discussed how we can experience the Pentecost in our lives and how a devoted church is a growing church. If the people are not devoted to God- then the people will not grow and if the people will not grow then the church cannot grow physically or spiritually.  Therefore, for the Church to grow we must be devoted to the four essentials of the church to God’s Word, to the fellowship, the breaking of bread, and prayer.

Which brings us to today: Living for Community. If you are at the book of Acts chapter 4 begin reading with me from the 32nd verse. This is the Word of God and it begins like this. 
“Now the multitude of those who believed were of one heart and one soul; neither did anyone say that any of the things he possessed was his own, but they had all things in common. 33 And with great power the apostles gave witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And great grace was upon them all. 34 Nor was there anyone among them who lacked; for all who were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the proceeds of the things that were sold, 35 and laid them at the apostles’ feet; and they distributed to each as anyone had need.

36 And Joses, who was also named Barnabas by the apostles (which is translated Son of Encouragement), a Levite of the country of Cyprus, 37 having land, sold it, and brought the money and laid it at the apostles’ feet.”

I have heard others use this passage for messages about tithing and even generosity, I am not saying that they are wrong, but as I study God’s Word, I see this passage about more than giving, but as believers living in community with one other. I believe there are several reasons that people join in membership with a church, mostly to satisfy needs, a good children’s or youth ministry, some the preaching or even the music. But I believe that many join the fellowship because they need community. After all, in a community, there is love, trust, help, and encouragement. If you think about it, God as a God of Community after all He is three in one, working in harmony with one another the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. As a result, we also are to live in community with one another because one person by themselves cannot make up a community.

It’s like the old story of the Pastor from the south who said one of the most challenging things he had while traveling north was that he could not find grits on the menu. Someone once asked what is a grit? And the Pastor told him that there was no such thing as A “grit” They don’t come by themselves they come in a community of other grits. You can’t just order one.

You know, we are a lot like grits, now I know that some of us are a little “gritter” than others. But you can’t say that you are the only born-again believer. Because as born-again believers we are created not only in God’s image but to be in a relationship with God and fellow believers.

Which brings us to our Biblical Truth for this passage. The Biblical truth is:

WE ARE CREATED TO HAVE COMMUNITY

We are not meant to tackle this world alone. In Genesis every part of God’s creation we read the words “and God saw that it was good” Can I ask does anyone knows where God said that “it is not good”? He said in Genesis 2:18 when He formed man from the dust of the ground. God said “It is not good for man to be alone…” Everything God created was good but when He made one human being, He said, “it is not good." So HE created another in their image of them. It is not good to be isolated from others because we have been created for community.

You and I were created for community. We were made to have intimate relationships, to serve people, to share the stuff that we have, to build into the lives of the people around us, to have people who we can trust with the secrets of our heart, to and laugh, praise, pray and cry with.

You know When Gayle and I decided to come to church years ago- well our family doesn’t look like the typical family- we have many shades in our family – I call us the Brady Bunch gone wild. But the truth is when we walked into this church for the first time-no one looked at us any differently.

Society stared at us- society talked about us- sneered at our life- people pointed at us like we were a freak show at a circus, but that church accepted and loved us for who we were. It was the love of the people that attracted us the most. They truly showed the love of God and community to us.

But, here’s the truth about people- God ‘s creation. While we long for community, we also run from it. In the garden, man had community with God as God walked in the cool of the night. When mankind fell from grace- Adam and Eve committed that first sin – they hid from God, and because of that, we inherited not only that tendency to hide from God but also got the tendency to hide from one another as well. We struggle with conflicting desires. On the one hand, we desire to be close to one another, and on the other, we want to be an arm’s length away. We erect barriers. These barriers effectively insulate us from one another and become walls to isolate the true community in the Church.

In our text today we see that the Church lived a unity without these barriers from the very beginning. It was a unity that only the Holy Spirit could produce. I believe today that we can have that experience- that sense of community- but it can only truly come through the surrendering of our lives to Christ Jesus and following the lead of the Holy Spirit in our personal lives and the life of the church.

I believe that deep down - because we are created by God in the likeness of God- that we have a desire to be part of the family- to be in tune- to be in community with one another. To be in the relationship that we lost at the very beginning when humanity lost its community with God.

Today, I want to share with you three principles of community that apply to us in this scripture. 

The first principle is: we were created for community to have unity.

Look back at verse 32 with me and notice what it says. “Now the multitude of those who believed were of one heart and one soul; neither did anyone say that any of the things he possessed was his own, but they had all things in common.

Notice those three important descriptions of the multitude of people. those who believed, they were of one heart and one soul. Other translations change the word soul to mind.  The unity of the Church was evident in these three areas unity of faith in Christ Jesus, the unity of emotions, and the unity of will.

Look at this: the "believers" were one. They were one with each other because they believed the same thing. They had placed their faith in Jesus and now were attempting to live out that faith. That is what we have seen from the beginning of the book of Acts, in Acts 2 verse 1 “they were together in one place”- and 2nd in Acts 2:44 And all who believed where together – it all began with the 120 in the upper room then the 3,000 were added, then those who were added daily. then the number of men grew to 5000- All of the- thousands of people BELIEVED, they were living out their faith and that’s what we are called to do live out our faith with one another. You see when a group of people believes differently, they are just a group of people; there can be no fellowship without the correct belief. 1 John 1:7 says, "But if we walk in the light as He Himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another and the Blood of Jesus." 

It is only as we walk in the light of God’s truth, the Light of God’s Word that we can enjoy true fellowship with one another. It is the common faith of Jesus Christ that unites us.

Jesus says in Luke chapter 9:23-24 “if anyone wants to come with me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life because of me will save it”

 This is what unifies the Body- it is what brings the church together.

This new Fellowship Church was not only united by their faith, but they were also united in heart.  The heart is the seat of emotions. Their faith had brought them together and now their heart's every desire was to follow Jesus Christ. 

1 John 4:11 “If God loved us, we also ought to love one another” They had a Church family and could call everyone brother and sister. Did you know that the word Brother occurs in the New Testament and it begins here in Acts and then is mentioned over 200 times after that?

The term brother and sister were used to best describe the new relationship the existed between new believers. Literally through faith and the love of God they were united as a family. That is what happens when you accept Jesus and then accept the church you are united as a family.

 But they were also one in mind. The mind has to do with our decision-making processes. They not only believed the same things, they decided to be one, to live in community with one another. And it was from this process- this mindset that the Church did not choose to look at their possessions first and foremost as their own, but rather they choose to see them as available for the common use. 

In one heart and mind brings together both the Greek idea of the friendship of a single soul dwelling in two bodies and the Old Testament idea of total loyalty – 

 Jesus was asked by a scribe one day “which command in the law is the greatest? Jesus replied to him “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul and with all your mind. The second is like it; Love your neighbor as yourself” This is what we see how the new church was like- Loving God and Loving People. 

Unity brings a Church together and without it, it tears a church apart. 

Listen to what 1 Corinthians 1:10 says: “Now I urge you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree in what you say, that there be no divisions among you, and that you be united with the same understanding and the same conviction”.
Unity is loving, learning, living, giving, supporting, encouraging, and strengthening one another. It involves matters of faith, emotions, and intellect. 

 The first principle is: we were created for community to have unity.

Second; we were created for community to share the testimonies of God.

Look back at Verse 33 this shows us the power of testimony. 

“And with great power the apostles gave witness (or testimony) to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And great grace was upon them all.”
The great power in the early Church was not a power of man’s strength and ability, it was not human influence—it was not man-made.

The word power in this context means energy, power, and might. This was the divine power, energy, and might that Jesus promised would come by the Holy Spirit.

There was great power in the testimony of what Christ has done and I want you to know that there is great power now in what God is accomplishing in the church today.  The evidence of that is your life. 
As the church came together in community with one another through faith with one heart and mind the Apostles gave testimony to those who were in community with one another. I don’t want you to miss this because there is a great power for the church through the testimonies of God. 
I want you to know today that you matter more than you can ever imagine to the church and others outside of the church. Your testimony can be the key to someone else unlocking their prison. The testimony is the story of your encounter with God and what He has done for you and it has a profound impact on the church.

How you live your life is a testimony of what you believe about God. When people hear the testimonies of God it brings great excitement to the Church. In the book of Mark 5:19, Jesus heals a demon-possessed man and Jesus told him to “Go home to your friends and tell them what great things that the Lord has done for you and how He has had compassion on you.” 

Psalm 119:46 “I will also speak Your testimonies before kings and shall not be afraid” When we see God working in the church through us, we are obligated to tell others of the great things that are happening. I believe that if we want to see God moving, we just have to tell each other what God is doing in one another. Just like Gayle shared with us last week. 

In Chapter 5 verse 12 look there with me. It says: “And through the hands of the Apostles many signs and wonders were done among the people.” V14 “And all the believers were increasingly added to the Lord, Multitude of both men and women. “ 
The Holy Spirits' power was continuing through the Apostles and the church grew by multitudes. The excitement of everything, seeing God move, witnessing what God was doing through the Apostles I believe it had a purpose of growing the church. 

I believe that part of the problem of the Church is that we stopped telling others of the great things of God happening in our lives. 

Have I told you what God has done here in the last 5 weeks? We have had 3 Salvations, you have witnessed 3 Baptisms, we have had four people join in membership and 7 people rededicate their lives to God. 
And I believe that when we are seeing God move in the life of the church people will get excited and begin to share with others the great wonders that God is doing and in doing so, we will see God’s kingdom grow. Because that is what we see in God’s Word. 
The first principle is: we were created for community to have unity.

The second, to share the testimonies of God.

Then the third principle is: we were created for community to encourage one another.

Look at verse 36 And Joses, who was also named Barnabas by the apostles (which is translated Son of Encouragement), a Levite of the country of Cyprus, 37 having land, sold it, and brought the money and laid it at the apostles’ feet.”
Barnabas- was an encourager, a bridge person- a bridge person is one who brings diverse parties together so that the cause of Christ advances, and both older and newer believers are encouraged. They bridge the gap between the Gospel for non-believers and believers. They also set an example for others to follow. 

In today’s world there too many discouragers in the Faith= An encourager is one who has your back- they lift you rather than tearing you down. Here we see that Barnabas he sold his land and laid it at the feet of the Apostles- in other words, he encouraged others by his actions.

When we do something in the name of Jesus not for the glorification of ourselves, but for the glorification of God it encourages others. 

Everyone needs encouragement! Life is tough, and whether it is to take on a challenge or to deal with a setback or just to get up to face the day, we all can use some encouragement. The Greek definition of the word encouragement means to call alongside, to come alongside another, to sharpen alongside. The Bible says that Iron sharpens iron, it comes through encouragement.  Where does the power for encouragement come from? Acts 9:31 tells us: “So the church throughout all Judea, Galilee, and Samaria had peace, being built up and walking in the fear of the Lord and in the encouragement of the Holy Spirit, and it increased in numbers”.

The power of being an encourager comes from the Holy Spirit. How can you be an encourager? You can call people, serve people, pray with and for others, send cards, and letters. There are many ways to be an encouragement. And the truth is the Church needs encouragers.  Everyone needs encouragement! Life is tough, and whether it is to take on a challenge or to deal with a setback or just to get up to face the day, we all can use some encouragement. 
Folks the Bible teaches us that we are the Church and as such we are to make an impact on the Kingdom of God today by devoting ourselves to the Word of God, fellowship the breaking of bread and to prayer while living in community with one another in unity, through sharing the testimonies and encouraging one another. 
Invitation.
