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FAKE NEWS

Part 5
Myth: God Moves in Mysterious Ways.

Isaiah 55:6-9

Here @ the Road Church we are a group of born-again believers striving to love God, love people and change the world as walk the road of faith together. 
Welcome back to our sermon series called FAKE NEWS. We are investigating some of the sayings that people believe that are in the Bible but they are really not. The Barna Research Group did a survey and found that an overwhelming number of people did not know that some of their favorite Bible quotes were not actually in the Bible. 
Here are a few:

Cleanliness is next to godliness.
Spare the rod, spoil the child.
This too shall pass. 
Pride comes before the fall. 
Wait - wait - wait here is a good one- don’t go to bed angry (Fake News).

Undoubtably you have heard each of these. They sound biblical, but they are not. Even though they cannot be found in the Bible, they have found themselves intertwined church culture.

In the past 4 weeks we have dealt with some of the best fake news stories when it comes to the Bible.

First, we investigated the saying God helps those who help themselves. It is fake news because it is not in the Bible, but we did learn that we have a God who helps those who depend on Him whether they can or cannot help themselves. 

Second, we investigated the saying that many people say even today and that is money is the root of all evil. It is fake news! The Bible teaches it differently by saying the LOVE for money is a root, for all kinds of evil. The truth is when we put things first in our lives over God, it leads us down a path of sinful desires. And as believers we should strive for godliness and contentment.  
Third, we investigated the great saying that God won’t give you more than you can handle and what a fabrication of truth that is. As we looked into this myth we see over and over again that God does give people more than they can handle to draw them closer to Him and to rely on His power.

Then last week in our investigative work we tackled that very popular fake news story that everything happens for a reason. And we learned that some things happen because they just happen and while many things do happen for a reason, God is not the reason for all things. However, God is able to bring about good in all things. Because of God’s sovereignty He has supreme power and authority in all things and to bring good in all things for those who are members of God’s Family. Through tuff times we have two promises that God is with us and He is at work for us.   

This week we are investigating the very popular Bible fake news story in our culture that; God moves in mysterious ways.

Let’s prepare our hearts for God’s message in prayer.

Praise, Request for God to hear, Confession

Scripture: tells us in psalm 145:18 That You are near to all who call on You. 

Request to hear us and close.

GOD MOVES IN MYSTRIOUS WAYS is very popular saying when we cannot explain something that has happened. This statement is not relative to those of faith, but those without faith often use it as well. People say this phrase not to be mean or rude, but to have the best intentions as they want to help people. But if we are not careful this phrase could actually do more harm than good by showing people what we think God is like, when He never has showed us that in the Bible. It can drive people away from God rather than getting them to seek Him.  We tend to use this phrase when something tragic has happened or when something miraculous has happened.

Have you ever said or has someone said to you; God works in mysterious ways? Many of us have. I believe that I have said it a time or two in passing conversation. 
Where did this popular phrase come from? While it is not in the Bible, it was inspired by faith. This popular quote comes from a poet and hymn writer William Cowper. The story goes that He had a bad life and while at the end of his rope, he tried several times to end his own life, but each time he tried God prevented those attempts and soon after he moved to another town and met a man by the name of John Newton a preacher and hymn writer. Soon after that Cowper took up residence next door to John Newton. Their friendship blossomed and they together wrote a huge collection of hymns- Newton wrote the hymn Amazing Grace while Cowper composed the hymn “Light Shining Out of Darkness,” Because of the experiences in his life and how he seen God work. Listen to the beginning words of that hymn “God works in a mysterious way, His wonders to perform.” 
This is where the saying became popular from a hymn.

When we say that God moves in mysterious ways, we are enacting a kind off half truth because it is not a Bible verse but scripture is full of what we might think as God doing things as unusual or mysterious. But if you poor into the scripture and understand the context you will see that God’s plan is solid for our lives.  
Let’s take a look at what how the Bible that can help us understand the falseness of this saying. 

Grab your Bibles and open them up with me to the book of Isaiah chapter 55- you can find the book of Isaiah if you locate Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs then you will find Isaiah. Isaiah chapter 55 and when you get there let me know by saying “Amen”. 
Isaiah chapter 55. - Amen
Isaiah is a prophet of God to Judah/ Jerusalem. Now a prophet in those days was inspired by or instructed by God to announce future events. In other words, God spoke to him and though him so that he would then speak to the people on God’s behalf. His most famous prophesy is about the coming of Jesus. We often quote His verses in chapter 9 during Christmas. 

If you are there in Isaiah Chapter 55 read with from verse 6. This is the Word of God and it begins like this:

“Seek the Lord while He may be found; call to Him while He is near. 7 Let the wicked one abandon his way and the sinful one his thoughts; let him return to the Lord, so He may have compassion on him, and to our God, for He will freely forgive. 8 “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, and your ways are not My ways.” 

“For as heaven is higher than earth, so My ways are higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts.””

While we cannot understand why God does what HE does or why He acts the way that He does. We must understand that God wants us to know Him and His ways. 
Listen to the Old Testament in Deuteronomy 29:29 it sums this up by saying:

 “The hidden things belong to the Lord our God, but the revealed things belong to us and our children forever, so that we may follow all the words of this law.”
Think about that for a moment, the hidden things some versions say secrete things these are things that are forth coming in the future that God has not revealed to us.  While God hasn’t revealed everything, God has revealed to us everything required to living a life of holiness that is pleasing to Him (2nd Peter 1:3).  
Which bring us to the Biblical truth for today: 
The Biblical truth is this: 

GOD MAYBE MYSTERIOUS, BUT HE WANTS US TO KNOW HIS WAYS.
I want you today that know that God doesn’t move nor does He work in mysterious ways. God Himself may be mysterious, because of being God, because we have yet to see Him face to face. We don’t know what He looks like, we don’t really know what He sounds like, we don’t know what heaven looks like. So there are a there are a lot of reasons that make God mysterious to us. You look at this scripture and God is saying that His thoughts are not our thoughts, His ways are not our ways, this in itself makes God mysterious. You see folks God is the mystery not His ways. 
The world would like you to believe that God’s ways are mysterious, that you cannot understand them or that you are oblivious to His ways. 
When we buy into that, it in-turn when we think His ways are mysterious it is because of our blindness, shortsightedness, our own unwillingness to accept the truth and to be resistant to change. 

However: It is not hard to understand God’s ways and purpose for our lives. Afterall they are outlined here in the His Word. The ultimate way is for humanity to accept by faith Christ Jesus. Because God sent His Son to die a physical death for the forgiveness of sin. By which Jesus not only took on the worlds sin, but the Apostle Paul points this out in 2 Corinthians 5:21 that God made the Jesus “who did not know sin to be sin for us, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.” And through which Christ became our substitution for the penalty of our crime against God.  The Bible says in Romans 6:23 “for the wages of sin is death” because that is the demand from the law. The point of Christ being the Substitute is being the offering of atonement to satisfy the demands of God’s law. And that my friend was something Christ understood as His mission from the moment He entered this world.
Therefore, the Bible says that in Ephesians 2:9 that “by grace you have been save through faith and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God.”
In short this is God’s way to reconcile humanity back to Him. Don’t you believe that even though it’s hard to figure God out that He wants us to know His ways?
I remember when I felt that I was called to preach and I began teaching- the first sermon I preached was at another church for veterans day- I studied hard and I preached my heart out- and I was so excited then the pastor got up and said “wow, thank you for that enthusiastic sermon”- ok it was bad, but the point here is that I had to learn more about God and I got a little better and became a pastor, I went to college and I learned so much about God, and I am still learning today. Don’t you think that God wants you to learn more and more about Him and His ways?
As we look to today’s scripture, I want to outline for you how we can know God’s ways. These are three steps that anyone who wants to know Him or wants to know Him more needs to take.
3 steps to know God’s ways.
Are you ready?
The First Step is to Pursue God.
The word pursue means to follow something in order to catch it. 
Notice with me verse 6 God says through the prophet Isaiah “Seek the Lord while He may be found; call to Him while He is near.”

This first step comes with a warning label. Here is the warning: If the Bible says “Seek the Lord while He may be found and call on Him while He is near” It tells me that there will be a time where He cannot be found and there will come a time where He will not be near. At some particular time that God chooses He won’t be found or be near. This is a grave warning for the procrastinators, those who think they have the rest for their lives to come to know Jesus. God is the who gave us salvation and He decides when it’s done. Listen to me, don’t wait until it’s too late. This is a sobering thought for many of us because it means one day either we won’t be here or God won’t be there for us. If you have not sought and called on Him it will be too late, because there will be no second chance after you enter eternity. 
I am thankful that I became a born- again believer in Christ Jesus. Because if God had not gotten my attention, I would still be an inch deep with my faith and that is not a place to be. I mean I went to church, but there was no change in me. I did not seek God outside of the church so once a week I strolled into church. But I learned over the years to seek and call on Him. 
To seek the Lord is to look for Him with an intense priority in your life, because it is a life and death situation. To pursue Him at all costs not allowing anything to stand in the way. The word “seek” originally pointed to the deliberate stepping towards God.

To seek God is to search urgently because one day He will not be found.  Jesus said it best in Matthew 6:33 “seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness” As we are seeking God, we are also calling out to Him.
Whenever my wife and I get separated in a store and it happens a lot, because I often wonder off. I begin to seek her and to look for her. Finding her is my priority and I call out to her. Now I don’t get over the loud speaker and say “WHERE ARE YOU WOMAN!” I don’t go through the store yelling out her name. I begin this little whistle as a I walk through the store and when I am close, I see a hand go up to tell me where she is. 

God wants you to pursue Him to seek and call out to Him so that you will find Him and come to know Him.  To “call upon the Lord” means to pray.

The Hebrew word for “call” here means to call out with your voice. When we “call out” with our voice to God, we call that “praying.” To “call upon the Lord” means to “pray” to God. And that is the way we see it used throughout the Old Testament:

Take for example Psalm 18:6 David says: “In my distress I called upon the Lord, and cried to my God for help.” Here we see that “calling upon the Lord” is actually “crying to God for help” — in other words, its praying!
 Or Psalm 105:1 says “O give thanks to the LORD, call upon His name.” Here “calling upon” is compared to “giving thanks” to God, which, again, is praying.
Here is what the Bible tells us about praying in Hebrews 4:16 that we can “approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in time of need.”.

For those who don’t know Christ through faith you can seek Him and call to Him for forgiveness of your sin and redemption by faith in Jesus Christ and He will respond. 

For believers we are to seek and call for Him daily and when we do so, we are standing at His throne of Grace, knowing that He will forgive us and help us in our time of need. 
So, we find that as we pursue God we are actively seeking and calling on HIM simultaneously. And as we pursue God we begin to understand His ways.
The Second Step to knowing God’s ways is to Change our thinking.

We see the word “thought” is used 5 times in this scripture first is found in the beginning of verse 7 “Let the wicked one abandon his way and the sinful one his thoughts”

“My thoughts are not your thoughts” (verses 8-9)

If we are going to pursue God at all cost then we must also change our thinking.  Without seeking God and calling out to Him our thoughts and desires can sometimes over take us and cause us to sin, just as it did for Israel in this scripture.

We have to align our thought towards God. Our thoughts are of the world, what we see and our heart desires cause us to think differently than God because we are full of sin. We have to rearrange our thinking – change it. 
Knowing about God and knowing God are two different things. Just like how some of you know who I am, personally, but others only know me as the pastor. 
You see some people who profess being a Christian know about God, but they don’t have a personal relationship with Him, they don’t live their lives for Him because their thinking has never changed.  

And the Bible says in Romans 12:2 that we are not to “be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.” 
The word "world" is often used in the New Testament to refers to the way that every human being lives by default. John described this worldly way of living as "the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of life" (1 John 2:16). By instinct, all of us chase those things in pursuit of happiness and meaning. They are what captivate our minds and lead us down the wrong road.
But God is telling us to change our thinking as Paul tells us to abandon the chase for pleasure, possessions, and status—to abandon worldly living. Instead we need to be transformed from the inside out. Specifically, he writes that we must be changed in how we think, to have our minds renewed so that we can begin to understand God's will for our lives. And that is the very purpose of what God is saying in our text- change the way of your thinking.
As I said earlier 2 Peter 1:3 tells us that God has given us everything we need to live a life for Him and that is right here- the holy Word of God- if we read it daily, study it daily seek Him through it and call on Him our thinking will be changed from a world view to a biblical view.

We can know God’s ways by pursuing God and changing our thinking. 

The Third Step to knowing God’s ways is to change your direction.

Notice what the rest of verse 7 tell us: 

“Let the wicked one abandon his way and the sinful one his thoughts; let him return to the Lord, so He may have compassion on him, and to our God, for He will freely forgive.”

I believe that this is the most difficult thing for a person to do. Because it means leaving behind all the stuff you used to do that was wrong and all the people who you did wrong with, and the addictions that we have. We were born into this life not into the life of God. And I believe that the reason many cannot do it, is because often times when you change direction you have to change your people, places and things. When you see someone come to church for a while and then they disappear 90% of the time it’s because they haven’t completely changed direction. They are still getting pulled away from God. 
God is saying that the way to find Him is by returning to the Lord, it is called repentance. It comes by changing your direction. My wife calls it taking a Michigan left. For those watching in order to change direction on many Michigan roads you have to take a U-turn and we have places on our roads to do that. 
Repentance means that you are walking this way, away from God and you realize it and you turn around and walk towards God. My question for you today is are you walking away from the people who are holding you back from God? Have you changed direction from the places that keep you from God? Are you walking in a different direction from the things that keep you in sin? Because those things that are keeping you from God’s will and they always be there, but God is bigger than those things. 
This means brothers and sisters that we often must keep turning back to God on a daily basis. 

Have you changed your direction to God? 

GOD MAYBE MYSTERIOUS, BUT HE WANTS US TO KNOW HIS WAYS IN THREE STEPS:

Pursue Him, change your thinking, change your direction.
The Bible says that in order to know God’s ways we must change our ways. 
ARE YOU WILLING TO DO THAT TODAY? 
The Bible tells us that today is the day of salvation (2 Cor 6:2) The reason for that is because yesterday is already gone. So, if you messed it up its gone and you are not promised tomorrow. SO today is the day for you. 
Will you change your ways to know His? 

Prayer, Invitation
