Rip the Wrappers


When you get a present it is usually wrapped nicely in decorative paper.  Sometimes ribbons and a bow make it all that more special.  The paper is nice, but it is meant to hide the gift that someone has given you.  Some people like to carefully open the paper, then fold it to use another time.  The rest of us will just rip it apart to get to the gift inside. 
 
One thing I like about sending PT for the Soul is that I have no idea what wrappers everyone wears. I see everyone who reads our devotions simply as Christ followers and/or those who need Christ. I do not see your denominational wrapping: Baptist, Lutheran, Pentecostal, COGIC, AME, CME, MBC, etc. 

We sometimes get too wrapped up in our denominations and our own traditions to see the good in everyone else. When we remove the outer wrappings to show our hearts, we should all be seen as one in the body of Christ Followers.  
You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. (Galatians 3:26-28)
The Bible consistently tells us that a Christ follower is “whoever believes in him,” (John 3:16) because, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me” John 14:6. 
A few years ago I attended a men’s conference. Leading up to the event, I helped with pre-planning and it was a great success. I was the only man from my denomination on the planning committee. At first I was shocked and even a little worried. But after the denominational jokes were told, I became part of the team and I have never forgotten how truly great the experience was.  I was not the “Southern Baptist guy”, but a brother in Christ. In the same way, we all should come together to do the Lord’s work without all that wrapping paper. In fact the Bible tells us all that “in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others” (Romans 15:5). We are all Christ followers, brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus. 
My Challenge to you this week is to tear off that wrapper of your denominations and find a ministry outside of your church. Join with people you have never met and do something with them that will further the Kingdom of God. 

Memory Verse: “For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them” (Ephesians 2:10). 
