Scared Straight


Would stories of prison life from inmates that are serving life sentences get your attention? Scared Straight is a program used in some states for troubled youth. “The central premise of Scared Straight rests on the notion that organizing prison visits for juvenile delinquents or at-risk youth will in turn deter those youth from future delinquency… Realistic and often aggressive depictions of prison life will cause youth to refrain from delinquency due to fear of the consequence of incarceration” (http://www.djj.state.fl.us/Research/Scared_Straight_Booklet_Version.pdf). 

The children that went through this program were literally supposed to be scared back to the straight and narrow path, from their pattern of destructive behavior to being a productive member of society. I remember watching the Scared Straight documentary and thinking “I never wanted to end up in prison”. The original program was re-evaluated in 1982 and the findings were “not only was there no effect on the criminal behavior of participants who went through the program in comparison with those who did not, the participants were actually more likely to be arrested”
(http://www.djj.state.fl.us/Research/Scared_Straight_Booklet_Version.pdf). It appeared that the youth who went through this program just didn’t get it. No matter the scare tactic or the testimonies of the inmates who were serving life sentences it did not deter the youth from a life of crime. 

You may be thinking to yourself: “what is wrong with them?” The answer is: they are human. At times we all refuse the testimony or the example we have been given, always thinking the consequences will never happen to us. Most of us just don’t get it.  The Bible tells us that “Even after Jesus had done all these miraculous signs in their presence, they still would not believe in him” (John 12:37). The Jews who had just seen Jesus perform miracles, signs and wonders still did not believe in Him. Likewise, many people today won’t believe despite all God does. Some people believed in Jesus but their faith was weak.

“Yet at the same time many even among the leaders believed in him. But because of the Pharisees they would not confess their faith for fear they would be put out of the synagogue; for they loved praise from men more than praise from God” (John 12:42-43).
Some believers wanted and were subject to the lure of human praise. They were scared of how they were going to be treated, afraid of becoming outcasts. We can be the same way in our jobs, at the grocery stores, in churches and sometimes in our own home. Are you afraid to proclaim Jesus because of how you think you will be treated? Are you sacred of loosing your job or being labeled as one of “those Christians” (like that is a bad thing).  All too often we remain silent at the very times we ought to be confessing our faith in Christ Jesus. This week I challenge you to get “Scared Straight” Pray for the opportunities to share the “Good News” and the boldness to follow through. Proclaim Jesus Christ to everyone!
