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EVERYONE NEEDS A SUPER HERO!
Scripture: Romans 5:6-11
Pastor Timothy Jones                    May 27, 2018
Prayer-

Good Morning and Happy Memorial Day! Isn’t that kind of an oxymoron statement?
An oxymoron is two words that contradict one another in a statement. 
Happy Memorial is an oxymoron.

Yet, Memorial Day was created for the reason of remembering the men and women from the past who gave the ultimate sacrifice for the freedoms of this nation. 
One of those freedoms is THE FREEDOM OF SPEECH, another is to PEACEABLY TO ASSEMBLE, to gather together, another is FREEDOM OF RELIGION. We take part in these big three freedoms each time we come together as a church in a worship service, Bible study, or in any other form of a church function.
So it’s a day like tomorrow that we take time to honor those men and women, many of those, if not ALL who are heroes. Because if it were not up to them doing what they did, we could not be living the lives that we live today under the umbrella of freedom in the United States of America. Amen

I have found that when people find out that I was in the Army, people do a lot of things they thank me for my service, shake my hand, I was once introduced to kids as a real live soldier.  I will never forget the day that this one man told his son as he pointed to me, this man is a real hero. 
As I stoop down and stuck out my hand and shook this little 5 or 6-year-old boy’s hand. I thought I don’t feel like a hero in any aspect. Partly because there are people who have done far greater things than I, who deserve the title of Hero and there are many who could have the title of a Super Hero such as the men and women who have given the greatest sacrifice of their lives;
One day Jesus said to His disciples that there is no greater love than for one to lay down his life for one’s friend (John 15:13). 

This weekend we pay homage to the men and women who have shaped our country from the very beginning to today. As we celebrate our freedoms we celebrate these Heroes of the past. 

Today I am reminded of the this one very significant truth: 
“Everyone Needs a Super Hero”
Would you join me by opening your Bibles or your Ap’s to the New Testament book of Romans? Romans chapter 5, Romans chapter 5 and when you get there let me know by saying; “Amen”
Have you noticed our fascination with superheroes? They are a cultural phenomenon. They are the subjects of comic books, of novels and blockbuster movies. What is it that makes superheroes so fascinating?  Obliviously their super power which makes each Super Hero unique, but there is so much more about these characters that engages our interest. Super Heroes are always there to save the day, they give us hope for humanity and when times become bleak against the ultimate evil enemy of the world – they are there to save those who are in harms way. 
Let me ask you; who was or is today your favorite super hero?

I grew up with many of the Super Heroes that we see in-action today, Super Man, Super Women, the Green Lantern, Batman and Robin, Spider Man Thoar, and the list goes on and on and who can forget what Pastor Gil said he turns into last week – The Incredible Hulk or what about Captain America or Iron Man, then was the all to forgotten aqua man, and who could ever forget Stretch. Today there’s that family of super heroes called the Incredibles and who can forget latest blockbuster movies the Black Panther and the Avengers. 
One thing is for sure when I was a kid, when you were a kid and even still today, kids tie towels around their necks for a cape and run around, jumping off things and battling arch enemies acting like superheroes. And I believe that even as adults we need super hero figures in our lives.
When I think of modern day super heroes, I can’t help but to think about Rosa Parks who was the first person to resist bus segregation as she sat in the white section on a bus, or General Patten who commanded the Seventh Army during WWII and Dr Martin Luther King Jr. A Baptist Preacher who became the head of the civil rights movement, these are people who shaped our country. I also remember the brave men and women who died serving these United States of America. Yet there is one who surpasses them all.

Which brings us to our Big Idea today: 

THE BIG IDEA IS: JESUS IS MY SUPER HERO!
Everything that a fictional Super Hero aspires to be, Jesus is, in reality and so much more. 
The Apostle Paul in conjunction with the power of the Holy Spirit wrote the book of Romans and if you wanted to know one thing about the book of Romans it is called Paul’s greatest written work, a literary master piece. If you were to ask Paul today who his Super Hero would be, we could see by what he has written here to the church in Rome that it would be none other than Christ Jesus. 

I mean, Paul’s major point of the book of Romans  is that our justification rests solely on the mercy of Christ not on the law of Moses. It is not a matter of the law at all because no person can fully live up to God’s law therefore we are law breakers. We can read all the scripture, we can memorize them all, we can be a student of Greek and Hebrew, we can work, we can do everything in our human power but we will never live up to the perfect law. And because of that we are in need of a Super Hero who can make us righteous before God. 
Well, if you are there in Romans chapter 5 begin reading with me from verse 6
“For while we were still helpless, at the appointed moment, Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For rarely will someone die for a just person—though for a good person perhaps someone might even dare to die. 8 But God proves His own love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us! 9 Much more then, since we have now been declared righteous by His blood, we will be saved through Him from wrath. 10 For if, while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, then how much more, having been reconciled, will we be saved by His life! 11 And not only that, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ. We have now received this reconciliation through Him..”

Jesus is truly my Super Hero
As a boy, every Saturday morning was devoted to cartoons.  I remember watching the cartoons which presented a superhero capable of mighty feats.  Superman was faster than a speeding bullet, stronger than a locomotive and able to jump tall buildings in a single bound. Every show seemed to have a plot centered around people who were in distress and the superhero would sweep in and save the day.
My Super hero comes without a cape.  Jesus walked dusty roads and rode the back of donkeys rather than racing into town in a supercar.  Jesus did not spin webs or have x-ray vision.  As a King, Jesus was poor and had no house to call His own.  Jesus didn’t use fancy swords to fight His enemies.  Jesus didn’t have a superhero suit that he wore under His robe.  Jesus appeared normal as a normal man yet humble, He was sovereign God in human flesh. The Bible says that Jesus was “the image of the invisible God” (Col 1:15). 
What makes Jesus the ultimate Super Hero? A lot of things do, how HE Heals the sick, how HE speaks truth in the lives of people, but today I want to concentrate on the most important two reasons that we see from the scriptures today. 

The first reason Jesus is our Super Hero is:

HE CAME TO HELP THE HELPLESS

look back at v6-8
“For while we were still helpless, at the appointed moment, Christ died for the ungodly. For rarely will someone die for a just person—though for a good person perhaps someone might even dare to die. But God proves His own love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us!”
Notice how Paul describes us Helpless, ungodly and sinners.

Look with me at that word “Helpless” this word describes every person in the world. All of us are helpless without Christ. In Romans 4:20 Paul uses the same language describing Abraham and how Abrahams own body was as good as dead, He was helpless without God, yet God made Him the father of many nations. In the original Greek Language, the word means to be weak or to be powerless. A hero saves the weak and powerless – all who are helpless.
The next important word there in verse 6 is that Jesus came for the ungodly- here the word ungodly is describing two types of people.

1. The Gentiles – who did not have the law.

2. The Jews – who transgressed against the law. 

And here is the truth in this verse- we are all weak and powerless over sin. Sin dominates our world, sin dominates the art’s, Television, music, the news and even the Church. We are living in a godless culture. The President and Chief Executive of the Southern Baptist Convention just resigned because sexual misconduct. Then Page Patterson the president of the Fort Worth Seminary and former president of the Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary has resigned because of certain statements he made to women in the past. There is a downward trend happening in our convention, Al Mohler President of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary wrote an article and, in that article, he said and I quote “the Southern Baptist Convention is in its own horrifying me too movement” You see it doesn’t matter your status, your position, it doesn’t matter who you are, we are helpless when it comes to sin- and sinful people are ungodly. You might have thought that it was just you that was powerless over sin, but all people are. 

These are classic examples that we are all weak when it comes to sin and without Jesus we are ungodly and all are going to die not just physically, but spiritually as well. SO, praise be to God that Jesus my Super Hero has come to help the weak, powerless, helpless and the ungodly. 
Notice with me two things about Jesus our Super Hero coming to us while we are helpless. 
a. He helps us even when We don’t deserve the help-
V6 “For while we were still helpless, at the appointed moment, Christ died for the ungodly. 
Just like the people of metropolis as Superman came to save the day. They did nothing for super man to save them from the evil arched enemies. We haven’t done anything to deserve the help from Jesus. God made us perfect in the beginning, then sin entered into the world (Genesis 3) which has led and continues to lead us away from God. It severed the relationship that God and man had. And because of that people are titled as ungodly. Instead of running toward God seeking His help mankind is defiantly going against God.  

And what Makes Jesus the ultimate Super Hero is that this does not detour Him from helping us. He welcomes all who call on His name – who profess that He is Lord and comes to repentance. 
In-fact, the Bible tells us this was His mission in Luke 19:10 that Jesus said these words:
“The Son of Man came to seek and to save those who are lost”

Maybe you are here today thinking that you can never break free from the bondage of sin or that you have too many problems holding you back- I have great news for you. You don’t have to do anything thing for Jesus to come and help you in your weakest state!
Because He will help you even if you don’t deserve it.
b. He showed us His great love-

That’s the thing about great super heroes isn’t it. The love that they have for all people regardless of who they are, what they represent. They are willing to go into battle for the human cause. 

Look at verse 7-8
“rarely will someone die for a just person—though for a good person perhaps someone might even dare to die. But God proves His own love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us!”
What kind of crazy love is that? 

That God would become a man, serve His own creation, to become the sacrifice so that we would become free. What kind of crazy love is that?

Back up to verse 7 Paul shows us the extraordinary nature of Christ’s death. 
Paul describes this thought of an uncommon sacrifice that someone might die for a just person – that I would die for you.

Men and women in the military make that commitment – to die if necessary for the protection of people that they don’t even know, for people who are different from them, to die for people regardless of who they are, what political party they represent, what skin color they may have, if they are a white racist or a black racist regardless of them being Christian or not - that is what makes them Hero’s. 

Jesus the ultimate Super Hero has went into the battle for all people, regardless of being a Jew or Gentile, no matter of your sexual orientation, not matter if you have tattoos or not, weather you had a child out of wedlock or even had one aborted. It doesn’t matter to Him because He went into the battle knowing that one day you could make a decision for life. His death for you and me the required sacrifice which is all the proof you need that God loves you.  
That’s some crazy love…

First, Jesus is our Super Hero because first He came to Help the helpless even though we didn’t deserve it, He fought the battle, His love was shown by His own death which shows that He came to win the battle for each of us. 
Second, Jesus is our Super Hero because we become righteous through Him. 
Look back at verses 9-11 with me:

Much more then, since we have now been declared righteous (other translations of the Bible use the words, Right and Justified) by His blood, we will be saved through Him from wrath. 10 For if, while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, then how much more, having been reconciled, will we be saved by His life! 11 And not only that, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ. We have now received this reconciliation through Him.
To be righteous is to be declared right before God.
And because the human race cannot do anything on its own it took the required blood sacrifice of God’s one and only Son that if we have faith in Him we would become righteous through His blood. 
Isaiah 61:10 says “For He has clothed me with the garments of salvation and wrapped me in a robe of righteousness”
I love that because what that means to me is that through Christ’s atoning sacrifice I am wearing not the sin that Christ took to the cross, but rather I am wearing the robe of Son, whose blood is perfect, without blemish, who is priestly and is the holy blood of God the Father and that makes God not to see me in my sinful state, but rather it allows God to see who I was created to be- His child. And through that we become righteous.
Becoming righteous has benefits: 
Kind of like a job, that has benefits, you get insurance, paid sick time, vacation ect… 

Becoming righteous has benefits and let me share with you the two that Paul discusses 

The First benefit is: 
a. We are saved from God’s wrath.

Look back at Verse 9 with me “Much more then, since we have now been declared righteous by His blood, we will be saved through Him from wrath.”
The righteousness of Jesus saves you and every person who has faith in Jesus from the wrath of God. 

Turn over to chapter 1 with me = Paul connects this with chapter 1 verse 18 as he describes God’s wrath this way:

“For God’s wrath is revealed from heaven against all godlessness and unrighteousness of people who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth”

Many people struggle with the doctrine of God’s wrath. People have set themselves as the judge of God’s wrath- by saying such things as “Jesus is love therefore no one will go to hell”

Or asking the question; if there was a God why would He allow this tragedy to happen? 
The truth is the wrath of God is the response to our sin and disobedience. We see God’s wrath to sin and disobedience in the life of Israel. Israel was in bondage of slavery in Egypt, Moses is sent to free God’s People. Because of Sin and disobedience to God they had to travel in the wilderness for 40 years. 

Let me stop and ask you; how long have you been traveling in the wilderness?

God had promised them victory if they would have just trusted and obeyed. They enter into the Promised Land and then Israel sinned against God, they would become conquered and end up exiled to another country, they would repent become released, but once they sinned they would end up conquered and in exile. It seems like this over and over. It was God’s wrath poured out on Israel.
It sounds a lot like our lives if you look at it.

God’s wrath against sin and disobedience is justified because His plan for mankind is to be holy and perfect, just as He, Himself is holy and perfect. But God knows that because of sin that cannot be conquered except through His Son and for us be justified and to have forgiveness (the Robe of Righteousness)—which turns God’s wrath away from the sinner. 
Therefore, Paul tells us that those who have been covered by the blood of Christ, which atones for our sin can be assured that God’s wrath will not fall on them. 
The second benefit that becoming righteous does for us is it repairs our relationship with GOD. 

b.  Our broken relationship with God is repaired.
Look at Verse 10 “For if, while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, then how much more, having been reconciled, will we be saved by His life!”

Can we just thank God for a moment – 

When sin entered the world in Genesis chapter 3 it damaged the relationship God had with Adam. All three, Adam, Eve and the serpent were cursed. Then they were evicted from their home. No longer could they live in heaven on earth (the Garden of Eden). No longer did God walk with Adam in the cool of the night.

Sin damaged the relationship between God and Adam and not just Adam but mankind for all generations. 

During college I met John who become my closest friend besides my wife. We took the same college courses together. I talked to him at least three times a day. I prayed for him, he prayed for me. I talked about his girl with him and even helped him to decide to get married and I even married them. We were planning on taking a vacation together with our wives. I mean we were very very close. He was my best guy friend that I had. One day he turned, I had not heard from him in a couple days and I called him and began to cuss me out. It was like he was possessed. I talked to his wife to find out the deal and she didn’t know what was going on with him. A couple days later I called him again and it was the same thing I eventually I told not to disrespect me, because this was unlike John to do. But he kept on and whatever happened it hurt our relationship, so much so I haven’t talked to him for close to 7 years. His fall damaged our relationship. I still love him as a friend and I check up on him from time to time. 
I wonder do have you had that type of experience, of a broken relationship?

You see the only thing that can repair the broken relationship is for both parties to agree and someone to forgive the other. It’s called reconciliation.

Paul says that even though our relationship has been broken because of the fall, which sinners are now ungodly - God sent His Son so we could be reconciled. 

The Greek word for reconcile used here describes bringing two hostile parties into friendly relations. 
Enemies brought back together. 
And it only occurs through the death and blood sacrifice of a Super Hero called Christ Jesus with a plan to seek and save those who are lost, who are not in the relationship that they are supposed to be with the God the Father. 
Jesus is my Super Hero because 

1. He came to help the helpless. Those who didn’t deserve it by showing us His love for us. 
2. He makes us righteous before The Father by which we are saved from the wrath and our relationship is repaired. 
I don’t know about you but, In my life I was helpless, ungodly and a sinner, when I look back at my life I see things that I had done and I cannot even understand some it. Why would I do such evil? Why would I go against God?
But the truth is I did so because of the life I lived. 

Maybe that’s you today… your life is off track, you see yourself as a helpless, ungodly a sinner and you just cannot get your life back on track…
I want you to know that Jesus can be your Super Hero..
Invitation
