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I Will Follow You Jesus, But……..
Luke 9:57-62        March 3, 2019

Have you ever told God that you would follow Him, If?
Good Morning Cross Keys! 

It is great to be back!

I want to invite you, to open your Bible with me to the book of Luke the 9th chapter. Luke 9, Luke is the third book in the New Testament – Matthew – Mark then Luke- chapter 9. 

Chapter 9 begins with Jesus feeding the 5,000, then came the transfiguration, Jesus heals a young boy with evil spirits, settles an argument of who is the greatest disciple, then as He begins his journey to Jerusalem. Jesus sent messengers ahead of Him into a Samaritan village, who did not welcome Jesus. His disciples James and John asked Jesus if He wanted them to call fire from heaven and to destroy the Samaritan town because they rejected Jesus. Jesus said to them “For the son of man did not come to destroy men's lives, but to save them.” (V56).
You know what I have found, is that we sometimes cannot understand the human mind, especially when it comes to faith, because many want to have faith, but they are not willing to give up anything for Christ.  No matter what happens in our lives, Jesus is there to pick us up, to guide us along the road, to hold our hand and to fill us with the power of the Holy Spirit and to walk us to the Father, even so too many are reluctant to follow Him all the way.  But as we find in the scripture today, following Jesus is not something that we should take too lightly. 

Now I think that we are all familiar with the practice of following others- We follow sports teams, we follow certain political and cultural movements- many today follow others on social media, Facebook, Twitter, Snapchat, Youtube, and others. Christians follow preachers and teachers, TV Evangelists. 
One time I followed a person that led me right into the gutter— true story- When I was stationed in Korea, on-base they had rain gutters, they were concrete ditches that channeled the rain especially during the monsoons- the guy was walking at night, I thought he knew his way and all of the sudden- in the gutter--

The truth is; In these times that we live in we must be careful who we follow because they could lead us down the wrong road. 

In Biblical times we see that people followed religious people such as rabbi’s- by following rabbi’s people put themselves under the teachings of the Rabbi to become educated. The Bible calls this person a disciple. We know through scripture that John the Baptist had followers- or disciples- when Jesus was baptized. We also know that Jesus had followers who are called disciples. 
Well, today our focus is on the three would-be followers of Jesus through three conversations that Jesus had while He was on the way to Jerusalem. 
If you are there in Luke chapter 9 follow along with me starting with verse 57. This is the Word of God and it begins like this:
“Now it happened as they journeyed on the road, that someone said to Him, “Lord, I will follow You wherever You go.”

58 And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.”

59 Then He said to another, “Follow Me.”

But he said, “Lord, let me first go and bury my father.”

60 Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and preach the kingdom of God.”

61 And another also said, “Lord, I will follow You, but let me first go and bid them farewell who are at my house.”

62 But Jesus said to him, “No one, having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.”

This brings us straight into our Biblical Truth today.  

  THE BIBLICAL TRUTH IS:
JESUS INVITES US TO BE DISCIPLES.

Throughout the Gospels, we find that Jesus called people to follow Him. From that point to today Jesus continues to invite all people to follow Him. No matter their background- no matter their sin, and like it or not Jesus came to save those people who are lost.
When Jesus called others to follow Him like Matthew, or when He called the rich young ruler to follow Him.  When He called Philip to follow Him.  When He called Peter to follow Him. Jesus used the Greek word follow as an implied ongoing command.

In other words, when He called the twelve disciples and others to follow Him, it wasn't a one time follow me to down the road, but a command to always follow Him. No matter what is happening in life that they would always be a follower or disciple of Jesus. 
What Jesus says is that from the point when you put your faith in Him you are to always follow Him. 
In today's view of Christianity, we have a more relaxed idea of following Christ than the Bible teaches us. Throughout the years we have seen the commitment of becoming a true follower of Christ lose its true meaning. I call it the American Christian Dream- by which many Christians believe that discipleship is no more than a moment in time where they accepted Christ- often from an emotional experience. We also believe that if we pray the right prayer, that’s all it takes to be a follower of Jesus. Yet if we study God’s Word correctly it teaches us something different, there is something else, there is something more. 
When Jesus invites someone into the Kingdom, when He invited another to receive forgiveness and salvation, the invitation was for the rest of that person's life, from that moment forward. Jesus never invites people for short-term discipleship. Another part of the Greek definition to follow is that a person walks with the one they are following. Can I say there are too many people only walking with Jesus from 11 am – 1 pm on Sundays and that is it? I know that’s harsh but it’s the truth!
Now in our scripture today, Luke shows us three illustrations about what it takes to follow Christ. The word follow appears in each of the three conversations but what also appears in not so many words are the requirements for being a disciple. 

And that is what we need to focus on: that’s what many need to focus on in their walk.
Here are three requirements of Discipleship that we find today. 

You know when I first started going to church although it made me feel good I did not buy into being a disciple. I was saved, but I wasn’t a student of Jesus. And What I have found over the years is that many people are not disciples because they haven't bought in- they haven't invested in their faith. Maybe that’s you this morning, you have salvation but you haven't taken that next step to becoming a disciple- or maybe you have been one in the past, but lately not so much. 

Here are the three requirements of Discipleship that we find today as prescribed through Luke. 

The First requirement is found in the first conversation it is this:

DISCIPLESHIP REQUIRES SACRIFICE:
Look back at verses 57 and 58:

Now it happened as they journeyed on the road, that someone said to Him, “Lord, I will follow You wherever You go.”

58 And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.”

Notice with me that the man claimed to want to follow Jesus, but he wasn’t ready for where Jesus was going to take him.
In the book of Matthew, this man is called a scribe, a scribe is an expert in the Law of Moses, the first five books of the Old Testament. This man knew all too well what it took to follow God. If anyone knew of the sacrifice it takes to follow Jesus it would have been this guy.
So He tells Jesus -“I will follow you wherever you go.”
 I want you to know that Jesus knew this man’s heart, just as he knows our hearts today and Jesus responded to that heart, and He wanted this man, this scribe, this expert in the law of Moses to know that following Him today would be just as hard as following Him in the Old Testament. During His ministry he would be traveling great distances and often relying on others for food and shelter- that ministry took effort and that effort would not be easy- Jesus’ ministry would take him to the lowest of places, to the lowest of people- to the sickest of people -Following Christ would not be that easy. It would require great sacrifices. 

A great illustration of this sacrifice comes from the Old Testament when God called Moses to return to Egypt to free Isreal from slavery- This scribe knew and studied the calling that Moses had in his life. 

Moses had a great life, he had a wife and child, he worked for his father in law – he had a great retirement program- he would receive everything after his father in law died… he had it all. Yet God called Moses to follow Him and to leave his home, his job, his family to go out do the work of God. That is a sacrifice!

A New Testament illustration is when Jesus called Peter, Andrew, James, and John –in Matthew 4:18-21  Jesus was walking along the sea of Galilee and said to them follow me- The Bible says that they immediately left everything – their nets, their families and their job- and followed Jesus.
In the 23rd verses here in chapter 9 you can refer to it, Luke records Jesus saying these words “if anyone wants to come with me, he must deny himself, take up his cross daily and follow me”
Notice with me two things- First Jesus connects following Him with His sacrifice on the cross- as He sacrificed Himself for us, we in-turn are to sacrifice ourselves for Him, to follow Him. Second Jesus reminds us that following Him requires a daily sacrifice. That once we have saved by faith- then we are to continue to make sacrifices daily to follow Him. 
Let me ask you; What have you sacrificed to follow Jesus?

When I prayed for salvation that day- I did so half-heartedly- I was not all in- not willing to follow Jesus 100%, but what I found is this: for you to go from where you are today to where God wants you to be, it requires sacrifices. I never dreamed that I would be where I am today- Pastor, Author, on the leadership team for Saturate Detriot, teaching and encouraging pastors and all the rest of the stuff…..but it has taken sacrifices- family, finances- our dream home- my closest friends- my job. Jesus is saying to us today that following Him will require sacrifices on your part. Some of us need to sacrifice those things that are holding us back. Our old lifestyle, our old friends that hold us down-My wife and I say that you need to change your people places, and things-
But you must be willing- 

DISCIPLESHIP REQUIRES SACRIFICE.

The second requirement is found in Jesus’ second conversation:

DISCIPLESHIP REQUIRES THE RIGHT PRIORITIES:

Look back at verses 57 and 58:

In this second example we find that Jesus is the one who offers the invitation to follow Him and in verses 59-60 Jesus said to a man in the crowd “FOLLOW ME”  Has Jesus ever said that to you? 

This second man replies to Jesus and asked let me bury my father first? At first glance, you would think that this man’s father has died- but the truth of the scripture is revealed that the man’s father wasn’t dead, if he was dead he would have already been preoccupied with the burial. But he wanted to wait to follow Jesus until after his father was dead, which could have been years. 

His priorities were set on the earthy kingdom- he would have rather sit around and wait for his father’s death than to go out into the world proclaiming the kingdom of God- 
I had a conversation with a guy who came to church a few times but had not been to church in a while. I asked him “why I had not seen him at church lately? He said that Sundays were his only day off so it was his only day to sleep in. 

Folks, the heart of Christian faith isn't about satisfying yourself, it's about dying to yourself. 

Jesus’ point was that we can have many excuses that hold us back- but Jesus wants us all to know that to be followers of Christ we must put Him first. 

Matthew 6:33 says “But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you”.

Putting Christ first is making choices of the right Priorities in life.

And What Jesus is telling us: to follow him our priorities must be in the right order.

When we make Christ the priority in our lives, it keeps us in a close relationship with Him. It keeps us in a close relationship with fellow believers, the body of believers. It also keeps us focused on the mission of the church- Honoring God and proclaiming the Kingdom of God!
To follow Jesus we must make Him THE priority. 
The first requirement for discipleship is Sacrifice, the second is having the right priorities and then the third requirement is found in that third conversation that Jesus has on the Road.
DISCIPLESHIP REQUIRES THE RIGHT FOCUS, verses 61-62.
“And another also said, “Lord, I will follow You, but let me first go and bid them farewell who are at my house.”

62 But Jesus said to him, “No one, having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.”

You know many people today are willing to jump into commitments without thinking about or caring about the cost that comes later. Have you ever jumped into a situation and only to think later, that is was a dumb move? I bet this third guy thought his excuse was better than the others- so he quickly jumps in. After all, he just wants to party one more time, to have a barbeque before he leaves, to have a family reunion before he goes.

However, Jesus, lets this third would be follower know that if you’re going to commit to God, that is what your focus needs to be. Not about what is behind you. 
Instead, this man wanted to go back to his family and to tell them farewell- Jesus point: if you are hooked up to a horse-pulled plow, and you are plowing your field- you must keep your eyes forward because if you looked back, you would cause that plow to veer off course. 
I know for me, I did not want to be committed to Christ, because I enjoyed my old lifestyle and I knew that if I committed to Him I would have to give it all up. And I know that some of you that hear my voice right now are feeling the same way. 
The lesson is: if we want to be a follower of Him we should never look back. Keeping focused on what's ahead keeps us from veering off course.

If we are focused on what we are leaving behind we can never look forward to being a disciple of Jesus. Everyone will have a certain lifestyle, certain friends- stuff- junk- that we all need to leave behind.

When a soldier is leaving for war-  they don’t get to take all their belongings with them. Some of the most cherished things will be left behind. 

Jesus’ point to this third Man is that claiming to follow Jesus is one thing, but truly following Him means giving oneself unconditionally to Christ. 
The apostle Paul wrote to the Philippians in 3:13-14 

“Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus”.

This shows us the focus of the Apostle Paul. The challenge for us today is to stay focused while being completely committed to seeking first the kingdom of God.

First, discipleship requires sacrifice- it requires the right priorities and the right focus. 

I know what many of you might be thinking: How can I sacrifice, set the right priorities, and be focused on Christ? 

I want to give you three Biblical priorities for every Christian.  You might want to write these down--

FIRST IS PRAYER- we must be honestly seeking God through our prayer life- personally and corporately-  as a group of believers. So many of us have a hard time praying, most only pray on Sundays- or for our meals when they are in the privacy of their own homes.

Yet Prayer is our essential link to God. . When we sacrifice time out of our day to pray it builds our relationship with God because prayer is the Christian’s lifeline when it comes to talking to and with God. When we pray daily it helps us have the right priority and the right focus. 

Here are 2 truths about prayer.

1.  Jesus set the example for prayer. 

We need to be reminded that in The New Testament records at least fifteen times when Jesus prayed. The book of Luke records eleven of them. Jesus had an open line of communication with the Father. Jesus set the example when he prayed at Gethsemane (Matthew 26). Jesus prayed to glorify God and that is our example to follow.

2. God expects us to pray.


Jesus expects us to pray. Matthew 6:5 “and when you pray”, Matthew 6:6 “but when you pray”, Matthew 6:7 “And when you pray”, Matthew 6:9 “This, then is how you should pray”, Luke 1:9 “so I say to you: ask…; seek…; knock.” And Luke 18:1, then Jesus told his disciples… they should always pray
God’s word makes it clear. In addition to the words of Jesus, the unmistakable expectation of God in the Scripture is that we pray “Devote yourselves to prayer” (Colossians 4:2) and “pray continually” (1 Thessalonians 5:17) are commands to pray. We are devoted to many things in our lives, making them a priority, but God commands us to be devoted to and to make prayer a priority. When we devote ourselves to prayer, we find ourselves praying continually, which reminds us that prayer is a relationship.

THEN THE SECOND PRIORITY IS STUDY- 
Reading and studying the WORD OF GOD. 
This also takes sacrifice- Because you are giving God a specific time to study His word and by studying the Word it helps set the right priorities in our lives and we have the right focus throughout out day. 
1st Timothy 3:14 says “devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to exhortation, to teaching”.

Psalm 119:11 says “I have stored up your word in my heart, that I might not sin against you.

Notice the keywords DEVOTE, READING- STORE- why? So that we might not sin against God.

When studying we are learning about and becoming closer to our Savior. The Bible tells us “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom” (Colossians 3:16). 

Then the third priority is Submission

 Of all the Spiritual disciplines or priorities that should be in our lives, I believe that submission is the one that is most abused. Christians have a difficult time giving God their whole lives. I know that I did and sometimes still do it is difficult until we understand that the purpose of this discipline is freedom, not slavery. When you think of submission you think of chains, being locked up, giving away your rights, you think about slavery, but when it comes to Jesus it is just the opposite. When we are of Christ we are free, but when it comes to sin we are slaves to it. 

Folks the truth is when we sacrifice ourselves for prayer, study, and submit to God, our priorities become His and He will give us the right focus, then all the other things will fall into place.
Discipleship requires sacrifice, priorities, and focus. Jesus inviting you to be His disciple.

