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THE SECRET OF THE CHURCH 
Scripture: ACTS 1:1-11
Amen, amen and amen, it is always an honor to encourage and speak God’s Word to you in Christ Jesus. 
Prayer
Today is a historical and difficult day for my wife and I and also you our members as it is the last time that I will preach here as the Senior Pastor of The Road Church. We love this church and we will miss you all.

However, it will not be the last time that you will see us. Currently we will be staying for about an additional 1 -2 weeks. 
So today is not good bye its see you later…..Amen 

Well today I want to bring to you the message and the charge to the church that I preached on my first official Sunday as the pastor and this is want to leave you with. It’s a reminder if you will about the secrete of the Church given to us by Luke, Luke was a doctor and a believer in Christ Jesus, in fact the book of Luke was a narrative of the events of Christ Jesus. His second book also a narrative and the history of the Church immediately after the Jesus’ resurrection and ascension to heaven. 
If you have your Bibles with you and I hope you do, if you do, open them with me to the book of Acts chapter one, the book of Acts chapter one. The book of Acts is the 5th book in the New Testament Matthew, Mark, Luke, John and Acts. Acts chapter 1. 
Many theologians have wondered through the years what the secrete to the success of the church is. I read a lot of articles about Church, from the biggest to the smallest. I read about churches closing and I know many churches that are being planted in the same right. I read about church growth and membership and I have found that the one common denominator that is with all church leaders, we all want to know what the secret to success is for the church. How can we have the best church for God and His Kingdom.
Some believe it is the music, others believe that it’s the version of the Bible being taught, some believe that it’s the lighting- the mood being set for worship. Many believe it’s the preaching or the leadership of the Pastor and the associate pastor or the leaders. A lot believe that it is denominational driven. And of course, we want to have the best teaching available, the best leadership, the best music, the best fellowship, we want all of that, but if I can be honest, all those things we should make sure they are great because we are worshipping the Lord, but in themselves they are not the secret of the church. 
Now some churches behave as if they are a secret society and even a country club. I have also experienced that sometimes some folks in church want the it’s all about me experience in worship rather than what can I give God and how can I give my worship to Him. 
It was like that years ago when I was on pastor search committee, we were interviewing a new pastor in the church where we got saved in. We had one of the candidates preaching and I asked one of our committee members what they thought of the guest preacher and I will never forget her words- she said “well I didn’t feel anything”. I said, “it’s not about you, we are to come together to worship God”. I mean I want to see the spirit move and feel the presence, but that is secondary to my worship to God. Amen? Some folks want it all about them.
Pastor Gil, I love the Church because I believe with all my heart that the church is that last great hope for the world. I love the church because I have seen lives changed because of her- my life my family’s life was changed because of her—I love the Church because the Bible calls her “the Bride of Christ”. I love her because of what she stands for … and despite all the negativity the world has hurled at her and despite all mud that has been flung to tarnish her and despite all the skepticism that runs rampant in an attempt to discredit the church- she still is beautiful.

Folks I want you to know that the book of Acts records not only that beauty from the very beginning, but it also reveals the secrete of the church.

Well if you are there in Acts Chapter 1 begin reading with me from verse 1 this is God’s Word and it begins like this:

“I wrote the first narrative, Theophilus, about all that Jesus began to do and teach 2 until the day He was taken up, after He had given orders through the Holy Spirit to the apostles He had chosen. 3 After He had suffered, He also presented Himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during 40 days and speaking about the kingdom of God.

4 While He was together with them, He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for the Father’s promise. “This,” He said, “is what you heard from Me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”

6 So when they had come together, they asked Him, “Lord, are You restoring the kingdom to Israel at this time?”

7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or periods that the Father has set by His own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come on you, and you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

9 After He had said this, He was taken up as they were watching, and a cloud took Him out of their sight. 10 While He was going, they were gazing into heaven, and suddenly two men in white clothes stood by them. 11 They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up into heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come in the same way that you have seen Him going into heaven.”

You know folks, there are churches all over America closing their doors, and selling their properties, especially now during this virus. They are dying out, fizzling out. Why is this happing? I believe they have lost the secret to being the Church and, in our text, today we will find four truths to the secret of the church. 

But first let me share with you what I consider to be the Biblical Truth of todays message and that Biblical Truth is: WE ARE THE CHURCH.
We must accept that we the people are the church- we don’t just come into the building that we call the church to do Church we are the CHURCH. Pastor Gil this is a Pastors Greatest Challenge. Helping the congregation understand that they make up the church.
The Bible in 1st Cor 12:12 describes the church like this “For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the members of the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ.”
Yet when we think of the word Church wouldn’t you agree with me that most people when we say the word church picture the building? I mean the sign outside tells people that this is The Road Church. We call the building the church, but the biblical definition of the church are the believers the Bible tells us that God’s people make up the church. And Folks listen to me; when the people stop being the Church- the church begins to become nonexistent in people’s lives. I am charging you Pastor Gil that we things become difficult in the church, in your leadership that you refer back to this very secrete. I also am charging everyone watching that when the Church seems to be difficult, you also remember the secret of the church. And as such we all must understand and remember these four truths from our Scripture. 

These four truths help us understand what it means to be the Church in our culture today, but also what we are to believe and how we are to be seen in the world today. 

THE FIRST TRUTH IS THIS: AS THE CHURCH WE ARE ALL PART OF GOD’S PLAN.

From eternity past the plan has always been that Jesus would come be born of a virgin, begin the ministry of the Kingdom of God- be the sacrifice for the sin of the world- to be the Savior for you and me. Why? Because God wanted to redeem His creation to the holy relationship that He had from the very beginning of creation. So, Jesus died on the Cross so that relationship could be fixed. John 3:16 tells us “for God so loved the world in this way that He gave His one and only SON, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.

WHY? Because God has a plan for you and me.

We are all part of God’s plan to accomplish His perfect will, in the beginning of our verses here in the book of Acts, Luke the author explains a very important truth that many overlook today, he says in verse 1 and 2

Luke said I wrote the first narrative (or book) Theophilus, about all that Jesus began to do and teach. Luke was talking about writing the book of Luke- Do you see the word “BEGAN” in the first verse? This word means that something was started- but has not been finished- it has not been completed -it was the beginning.  Scripture never tells us that Jesus finished His ministry until His return– it says that this was the beginning.  All that He began to do and teach.

Luke is saying that the death on the cross and Jesus Resurrected – was not the end it was the beginning. It was Jesus that started the ministry and it is through the church and that Jesus will continue the ministry through the people with the help of the Holy Spirit. We the Church are a continuation of what Jesus began to do and teach in the World.

Jesus taught the disciples by word, deed  and truth, everything necessary to carry on with his work –In Acts chapter 3 we find the story of the cripple beggar- Peter and John were going to the temple and this crippled man was at the entrance begging for money- Peter said this to him “Silver or Gold I do not have, but what I have I give to you, in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth “walk” V6  The man instantly got up and walked- he was healed. This part of God’s plan to bring honor and glory to Him. It was not through the power of the apostles or Peter alone that they could heal him. It was through the power of Christ Jesus- without the death and resurrection of Jesus the crippled beggar could not have been healed, physically or spiritually.

You see the hand may have been Peters but the Power came from Christ Jesus!

We are part of the Plan, in Jeremiah 29:11 although God is speaking to Israel and says:  

For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.

The promise is for us as well: This does not mean we act alone or we can complete anything on our own. We must let Christ work through us- God works through us, the Holy Spirit works through us Philippians 4:13 tells us “I can do all things through Him who strengthens me” that was true then and that is still truth today.

And then Look at verse 3 with me After He had suffered, He also presented Himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during 40 days and speaking about the kingdom of God.

Jesus spent time proofing to the apostles and disciples – you seen me crucified and dead on the cross, but now I am alive. All the things I have been teaching you are true. In the 40 days after His resurrection the Bible teaches us that Jesus appeared to His followers at least 10 times. In those 10 appearances Jesus He showed them that He was alive by:

Walking and talking with them. Eating and drinking with them. Showing them his wounds even letting them touch Him.

Jesus spent His last 40 days with the disciples leading, training and preparing them for the Kingdom of God, the Power of the Holy Spirit and the world. Jesus shared that we cannot do it alone and God has a plan for His Church. Pastor Gil there is saying that goes around in the church world, its “God doesn’t call the qualified, he qualifies the called” Just as Jesus did with the disciples, don’t overlook those who you might think are unqualified and for those of you watching that think you are not good enough, I want you to know that each of us are part of His pan. The disciples became eye-witness accounts of the resurrected Jesus Christ. Why? To build the Church- to Build the Kingdom of God, to do so the apostles needed to receive the power of the Holy Spirit. We have that same responsibility to build the Kingdom of God.

So first I want to tell you that to being the Church - we are all part of God’s plan.
Pastor Gil, I urge you in the easy times and the tough times ahead never forget the first truth of the Church- that we are all part of God’s plan.
THE SECOND TRUTH IS: WE ARE TO FOCUS ON TODAY.

The Church must focus on the impact we are to make on the Kingdom of God today.

I see too many leaders get wrapped around all the things that they want to do in the future- they are always talking about what we are going to do in the future- and they never do anything for today.  Look at what the disciples asked Jesus – then listen to His response in verses 6 and 7. So when they had come together, (the first thing they asked him) they asked Him, “Lord, are You restoring the kingdom to Israel at this time?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or periods that the Father has set by His own authority.
They still thought about their political independence. What Jesus is saying is don’t get all wrapped around the axel over the future- with the restoration of Israel, but rather focus on God’s will today. In the Old Testament God was providing Manna to Israel while they were in the dessert. God told Moses to tell the people only to take enough for what they needed for that day and we find the same thing as Jesus teaches in the Lord’s prayer in Matthew 6 as part of the Sermon on the Mount He says this  “Give us this day our daily bread”  

WHY? Because we have enough for today. We must focus on the here and the now. Don’t get me wrong, it’s good to have a plan, to be proactive for the year for the ministry. We need to have a year plan, I believe in that, but we cannot get bogged down in something that may or may not happen 8 months from now, because what the coronavirus has taught us is that things change, stuff happens. If we are too focused on the future, we will lose sight of today. And when that happens, we often get side tracked – you know that devil likes to take our eyes off the prize- he likes to lead us down the wrong path if we let him.
Often times we get mixed up in what I call ministry lures:
Pastor Gil knows what a lure is, he loves fishing. In fishing terms, a lure is an object attached to the end of the fishing line and it is designed to resemble and move like an item the fish prey on (a minnow, a worm, a crawdad). The purpose of the lure is to use movement, vibrations, and color to catch the fish’s attention to make them bite the hook, and then they are caught. Once they are caught, they have to fight the line to get free as they are reeled in. 

A lure in the church or in our lives is an object that resembles and moves like a ministry. Its movements, vibrations and color catch our attention. The purpose of the lure is to catch us so we spend our time fighting the line as we are being reeled in to make that so- called ministry work and we forget what the real ministry is about. WE ARE CAUGHT! We become so busy doing those lures of the church and in our lives that we rarely see the true ministry right outside our doors.

Pastor Gil, Tiffany, Church, the secret is: don’t just talk about stuff to do in the future, don’t get caught up in all the lures of the future, because we need to be focused on the impact, we are making on the kingdom of God today! X2…. Never loose sight of this important truth.
The Third Truth we find is this: WE ARE CALLED TO BE MISSIONAIRES.
Here in the book of Acts the Disciples are about to be introduced to the Holy Spirit. Jesus said they will be baptized with the Holy Spirit in verse 5 then in Verse 8 Jesus tells us – “you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come on you, and you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
The power that comes from the Holy Spirit is not limited to strength beyond the ordinary- this power has a purpose it involves courage – boldness- confidence- insight- ability- and authority- these are the gifts that the disciples would need to fulfill their mission and they are the same gifts that we need to become missionaries in our lives. 

A missionary is a person sent on a religious mission, especially one sent to promote Christianity. And - a person sent by a church into an area to carry on evangelism or other activities.

 The Apostle Paul was a missionary- he was sent out by the church to evangelize and he planted churches and In Acts Chapter 13- verse 3 it tells us that After fasting and prayer they (the Church) laid hands on them (Paul and Barnabas) and sent them out.
We are living out this truth today. Gayle and myself are leaving to reach others for the Gospel of Jesus Christ and just like Paul and Barnaba’s we are being sent out by our church and that is big!!!! But I want you to know that all born- again believers sent out to reach others for the Kingdom of God, weather that is our family, friends, neighborhoods, going directly somewhere like downtown Detroit -we are called Missionaries to go Matthew 28:19 tells us the mission of the church and the church are the people- Go therefore and make disciples of all nations baptizing them in the name of the father, in the name of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

It sums it all up the mission of the church is to be Jesus’ witnesses- through the power of the Holy Spirit.

The Last recorded words that Jesus spoke to His Apostles; the last recorded words that Jesus spoke to mankind was “YOU WILL BE MY WITNESSES”
Pastor Gil, Church never forget that the church is called to GO and that the Holy Spirit gives us the power not only to GO, but also to accomplish that work.
Because we are all part of God’s plan, we are to Focus on the impact of the Kingdom of God today and we are all missionaries/ witnesses.

The fourth truth of being the church –knowing that Jesus will return one day.

 The bottom line is; you will always be an attendee of a church and never the Church if you don’t believe that one day Jesus is coming back. If you don’t believe that Jesus is alive today sitting at the right hand of God the Father and He is coming back- you will never become the church you will always be attending church.

Listen to this- Two angels were standing by the disciples as they watched Jesus ascend to heaven and they said in verse 11 They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up into heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come in the same way that you have seen Him going into heaven.”

 The Angels described in simple terms what just happened, Jesus has been taken up into heaven, Jesus will no longer be on this earth with the people during this earthly ministry, He now for a time is sitting at the right hand of God the Father. The simple fact is this in the Old Testament the people had God the father, walking, talking speaking and directing them. In the New Testament Gospels Matthew, Mark, Luke and John the people had God the Son was walking, talking speaking and directing and interceding for them. From the book of Act to Jude we have God the Holy Spirit who is in us walking, talking, speaking, interceding and directing us. But in the book of Revelation, the 19th chapter describes the Jesus’ return – it literally describes the day Jesus returns.

 When Jesus comes, He comes on a white horse. In Biblical times - especially among Israel - most soldiers were foot soldiers. To have a horse in battle was a significant advantage. A horse spoke of honor, of power, and of speed; the color of this horse White speaks of purity and victory.

 Faithful and true describes the rider, Jesus: This title shows Jesus is the keeper of promises, including His promise of judgment. The Bible tells of the promise of Eternal life in heaven and the promise of Judgment day. On that day: Romans 14:11 tells us: for it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God.” Philippians 2:10 and 11 says “at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father”. Jesus is returning one day; the question is; are you ready?   
THE CHURCH must live out our lives as if Jesus is returning today!

Pastor Gil, Tiffany, Deacons, ministry leaders, members of The Road Church, those of you watching- The secret that we must never forget is that WE are the Church- we are all part of God’s plan and as such we are to focus on the impact of the Kingdom of God today because we are missionaries looking forward to Jesus returning one day. 
My Challenge and charge for you today is to keep the secret and the four truths in your vision and mission you will never stop being the CHURCH.
Folks maybe you are watching with us today and you want to receive the way, the truth even the life that comes as a member of God’s Church. You can do that by accepting Jesus as your Lord and Your Savior today. 
Prayer.

Pastor Gil and Tiffany, will you join me on the stage?
The Bible says in Acts 20:27-28 “Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to the shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood.”  
1 Peter 5:2-3 “Shepherd the flock of God which is among you, serving as overseers, not by compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest gain but eagerly; nor as being lords over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock”  
Pastor Gil answer these questions individually:
Will you commit to faithfully preach the whole counsel of God’s inerrant Word, in season and out, without apology and without compromise, not shrinking to declare the whole counsel of God? Acts 20:27; 2 Timothy 4:1-5

Will you commit to lead this church by being a personal example to this congregation, committed to a life of holiness, abstaining from all practices that may jeopardize your witness and spending and being spent for proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ? 2 Corinthians 12:15, 1 Peter 5:3; 1 Timothy 5:19

Will you commit to lead this congregation by being a personal gospel witness in your own life? Matthew 28:18-20; Acts 20:20
Tiffany Please answer the following questions:

Will you give your full support to your husband as the Pastor?
Will you commit to love and serve the congregation of The Road Church?

Will you be an example to the church in obedience to God and His Word?

Read the certificate.
It is my privilege to install you Gilbert Regalado as the Pastor of The Road Church. 

Laying of hands on both Gil (DAVE) and Tiffany (GAYLE) I pray over them.

Giving of gifts. 

Close…..
