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Assurance for the Unsure
Scripture: 1 John 3:18- 24

Pastor Timothy Jones      Aug 19, 2018

Prayer: 

Let’s see how awake we are this morning: 

I am going to say “God is good all the time” and you are going to say “all the time God is good: Ready?

Amen and Amen – He is good to us all the time.

Welcome back to the Road on this resurrection day, we welcome those who are joining us online.
We have been studying 1st John and today marks our 11th week, and there are 5 chapters to 1st John with a total of 103 verses. We are just over half way as we finish up chapter 3 today. 
Here is what we know about John from the last 11 weeks: 
John is one of the best friends of Jesus.

John is called the disciple whom Jesus loved.

He is the last surviving member of the original disciples. 
He is his 80’s, and John is seen to us as the grandfather figure of the church. 

John wrote to the second and third generation Christians. People like us who did not experience firsthand the resurrection of Jesus. 
As John writes this letter to these Christians, he divides the book into two parts, first John writes about what it takes to have fellowship with God and other believers. Then the second half is about being children of God. 

The last couple weeks we spoke about The Love that God has for us is so great- great doesn’t even come close at describing God’s love for us- Excellent, no- Awesome, no, indescribable that’s it- God’s love is so indescribable for us that He adopted us into His family, He has this incredible plan for us throughout eternity, He sent His son to get us back and that God has distinguished His children from the world. This is how John describes the Love that God has for you and me. 
Then last week we learned that the mark of a true Christian is loving others. Remember that John is telling that Christian community in this letter and us today that when we are facing adversity in our lives that we have to go back to the basics of our faith. The very thought that Christians today should love others is the basic fundamental teachings of our relationship with Christ. John tells them and us today to stick to the message you have heard from the beginning About God’s love for us and that are to show others of that love. And then John gave us two illustrations about love. First, was how not to love, he pulled from the Old Testament the story of Cain and Able and He said don’t love like Cain because he hated and killed his brother. But then John shared with us the Love that Jesus showed on the cross for each of us and He said that we are to love like Christ, sacrificing ourselves for others. 

Then John said just don’t say you love but show others by what you do- He calls us to action to show others the love of God. 

Well this Sunday promises to be another good one as we talk about assurance for the unsure. 
Open your Bible with me to the New Testament book of 1st John, 1st John chapter #3. You can find 1st John by going to the back of the Bible it’s the 5th book from the end, or if you can find the book on coffee it is 5 books from there --- you do know that the book about coffee in the Bible? “HEBREWS” --- a little pastor humor… anyway when you get to 1 john let me know by saying “ASSURANCE” 
Now, remember that there was trouble in the church, false teachers in the church, people against Jesus, there was some difficulties, sounds like a page of the book in today’s church; doesn’t it? 

If you are there in 1st John chapter 3 begin reading with me from verse 18.
 “18 Little children, we must not love with word or speech, but with truth and action. 19 This is how we will know we belong to the truth and will convince our conscience in His presence, 20 even if our conscience condemns us, that God is greater than our conscience, and He knows all things.

21 Dear friends, if our conscience doesn’t condemn us, we have confidence before God 22 and can receive whatever we ask from Him because we keep His commands and do what is pleasing in His sight. 23 Now this is His command: that we believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ, and love one another as He commanded us. 24 The one who keeps His commands remains in Him, and He in him. And the way we know that He remains in us is from the Spirit He has given us.”
John begins this section by writing “Little Children” This is the fourth time that John uses these words -when you see this John wants to gain the attention of his readers for a couple reasons first, what he is about to say is important. Second, to remind them that they are children of faith, God’s children and third, it reminds them of his authoritative position. Now John speaks about how Love is shown by truth and action, He then starts us off by telling us, this is how we know this is how we have assurance in God. 
Here is the Big Idea for today:

The Big Idea is this: 

SPIRITUAL ASSURANCE IS A REALITY THAT WE CAN ENJOY.
I believe that John is speaking of the heart and saying that doubt is sometimes a reality in our lives. Think about who we are talking about here, John the Apostle, who was with Jesus for 3 plus years, He witnessed all the miracles, He heard all the wisdom of God and yet when he witnessed Jesus’ death, John did not believe that Jesus would return. There was no one in history who returned from the dead through the crucifixion. Death had conquered Jesus. When I thinks about it those must have been the longest three days of John’s life, then the report came that Mary had seen Him and that the tomb was empty, He and Peter ran to the tomb and it was empty, within just a few hours Jesus began to show Himself to the Apostles. The word spread and the Apostle Thomas could not believe it, he himself in complete denial, until a week later the Bible tells us that Jesus showed up one night and spoke to the apostles and the Bible tells us that Jesus said to Thomas “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.” (John 20:27)
Jesus goes on to say in verse 29 “Because you have seen me you believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet believed”
Jesus reassured His disciples that He was alive and well. The Apostle Paul said in 1st Corinthians that Jesus “appeared to more than 500 brothers and sisters” to cast out any doubt that the world might have about Him. And here in this letter the anti Christs, false teachers, the Gnostics seems to be creating doubt in the faith of the Christian community. 
We need to understand that this not just a feeble attempt to defeat the false teachings in the church, but rather I believe that John is drawing from his own experience of when he and his other disciples doubted that the crucified Jesus would be risen from the dead.

Doubt arises from our conscience.
We are all born with a conscience. The conscience is very useful; it tells us what is right and what is wrong. It leads us to feel guilty over our sins and to rejoice in doing good. The conscience is part of that natural knowledge of God that we all have, where we know basic right and wrong. Our consciences generally us that it is wrong to steal, kill, and commit adultery and that it’s good to help someone in need and protect our families.

But the problem is that because of sin, sometimes our consciences can be wrong.  So the conscience is useful, but it’s not a be-all, end-all resource in this world of sin.
John is teaching us with this wisdom from personal experience about doubt and John gives us THREE FACTS of spiritual assurance or you could say three ways to be sure that you are sure.
Are you ready?

THE FIRST FACT OF SPIRITUAL ASSURANCE IS:

 GOD IS GREATER THAN OUR DOUBT.
Right? 

Look back at verses 19-20 with me:

This is how we will know we belong to the truth and will convince our conscience in His presence, 20 even if our conscience condemns us, that God is greater than our conscience, and He knows all things.
In other translations of the Bible the word “conscience” is translated to heart- God is greater than our heart.  The heart is thought of being the center of our emotions. 
So if our hearts condemns us but God says that He has forgiven you who do you believe? 
I can say that there are times in our walk with Christ that we may be plagued with uncertainties and insecurities. 

God is greater than our fears, He is greater than our failures, trouble and doubt. It is the truth Amen- Just watch Veggie tales if your not convinced- one of our granddaughters favorite songs is God is bigger than the bogie man. And all this week that’s what I kept thinking about in this scripture. I believe that when we are doubting our salvation or doubting forgiveness or even that we can do what God has called us to do we are doubting that God can do anything. We are not just doubting ourselves but we are doubting God.
Satan can place some doubt in our walk with Christ, amen? He can create havoc in our minds and we can do things that we should not do and it could make us question our salvation at times in our lives. But we also can get in the way with our own doubt and fears. I think we can play the blame game with Satan because its easier to say that it’s his fault that we did something wrong. If we sin and our conscience convicts us of our sin it is easier to blame the devil. But sometimes our own doubt gets in the way.
A great illustration of that is found in the Bible This is of course Jesus walking on the water and it is found in three of the four gospels of Matthew – Mark and John. Jesus Had just feed the 5,000 men Jesus made the disciples get in the boat and go ahead to the other side while He dismissed the crowds and went off to pray by Himself. The Bible says the Boat was a “considerable distance from the land” the waves and wind were against the disciples. When the disciples saw Jesus walking in the water they thought HE was a ghost. They were terrified. Jesus told them don’t be afraid that it is I, and Peter said Lord “if it is you tell me to come to you on the water” so Jesus did and Peter got out of the boat and began walking on water. But even though he was walking on the water he got afraid of the wind and the waves and began to sink. Did the devil put that fear and doubt in Peters heart or did Peter see the surroundings and put the doubt in himself? 
I believe that it was the later- Peter was walking on the water and he looked around at all the commotion of the wind and waves He heard the boat being battered by the waves perhaps the disciples struggling and He put the fear and doubt in his own heart and mind and then He began to sink. Calling out to Jesus to save him. “Immediately Jesus reached out His hand and caught him, Jesus said you of little faith why did you doubt?”
Now notice that the devil is not mentioned here, Just Peters own insecurities, fear and doubt. There is no doubt that Satan can bring fear and doubt to us. But we can bring it on ourselves and it is in these moments of doubt that we can be assured, we have to believe that God is who He says He is and will do what He says He will do. Sin also causes us to doubt our salvation and if we are convicted of our sin, we must make amends to God by repenting of that sin and as we do we have confidence in God. 
But God isn’t just greater than our hearts, He also knows all things (v20).
Folks, We can be assured because God knows all things. Whatever our conscience may be saying to us, God knows us better than we know ourselves. God knows exactly where we stand spiritually and how much or how little growth we have made towards Him. He knows our strengths and weaknesses, our successes and failures. However, this is a comfort to us for God knows how much we really do hate sin or how much we really do love His Son.
We can be assured of our salvation because God is greater than our Doubt and He knows all things. 
THE SECOND FACT OF SPIRITUAL ASSURANCE IS:

OUR PRAYERS ARE ANSWERED BECAUSE OF THE CONFIDENCE IN OUR FAITH AND THE OBEDIENCE TO GOD.
Look back at verse 19 and 21-23

 (V19) This is how we will know we belong to the truth and will convince our conscience in His presence. 

21 Dear friends, if our conscience doesn’t condemn us, we have confidence before God 22 and can receive whatever we ask from Him because we keep His commands and do what is pleasing in His sight. 23 Now this is His command: that we believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ, and love one another as He commanded us.
First let me say that Faith and obedience give us the confidence to stand in God’s presence.
Johns point about being in the presence of God, means that we can go to the throne room in prayer without doubt or worries. 
The Bible tell us in Ephesians 3:12 

Because of Christ and our faith in Him, we can now come boldly and confidently into God's presence. The writer of Hebrews puts the same thought this way, “And let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith.” That is to say, “Go to God with whatever’s on your heart, fully assured, boldly confident that you are His child and He is waiting for you. 

John says that as we put our faith and love into action we know that we can stand before God in prayer and know that He hears us. 
Notice verses 22
That if we have confidence “we can receive whatever we ask from Him”
This is an interesting claim – John wasn’t coming up with some feel good message to make people feel good about personal prosperity. But rather John is reflecting the words of Jesus Himself as He spoke to His disciples in the Upper Room, where He told the apostles (John 14:13-14), “Whatever you ask in My name, that will I do, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If you ask Me anything in My name, I will do it.” 
We have to understand that there are stipulations to prayer. Listen this is about having the needs and provisions spiritually to do the work of God. 

It’s not just to ask poof it appears like God is a gene in a bottle. Jesus said that answers to prayer are for the specific reason for the Father to be glorified in the Son.
John says that the reason we receive whatever we ask is (v22) because we keep His commands and do what is pleasing in His sight. 
God does not answer the prayers of the disobedient. To do what is pleasing in God’s sight refers to living with a kingdom focused life, seeking to please Him in life.
Now notice with me that John is specific about how God is going to answer our prayers that we keep His commands and are do what is pleasing in God’s Sight. 

John is combining both the concept of believing in Jesus and loving the others into a single action. One command with two parts: believe and love. 

First it deals with our faith. The command is to “believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ”
The word believe in this tense, is a word that commands action of a person- it directly points to the act of faith at Salvation. To believe in Jesus means acknowledging the eternal God as the Son, who came in the flesh, to die for your sins, so that God can see you as righteous and just and is evident by living by the Biblical values in the Word of God. 
What is interesting is, that John says that our faith is a command- it is a command to believe in the name of Jesus- this provides us with a great insight –because the world and most believers  believe that the Gospel is something to be believed in, but John says that the Gospel is to obeyed and all people are commanded to repent and believe in the Gospel. John doesn’t just say this but Paul also says this to the people of Greece on Acts 17. Paul also says the same in the book of Romans- that the Gospel is to be obeyed. 

John said that He wrote the Book of John so that people would come to know the name of Jesus Christ and become saved.

We must obey the command to know the name of Jesus Christ, but the command goes further-  

The second part of the command is to love one another. 

This is the third time that John is referencing that we have love for one another. Love for the brothers and sisters in Christ is a response of your faith. If you have faith in Christ Jesus then it is evident by the love you have for one another. It goes hand in hand, you cannot be saved by God who loves the world and when you continually hating what He loves the most. Loving others is the mark of the Christian as we discussed last week. 
Jesus said that world will know His disciples because of the Love that have for one another and then in the book of Acts, at the birth of the Church chapter #2 we see that love in action as people shared their lives together willing be a sacrifice for others because of the Gospel and the Love. 

The Church grew at an impressive rate, and it was because the Gospel infected their lives and the people loved what God loves the most, one another. All churches have programs, all churches do some type of outreach, but most successful churches have mastered relationship building because it is a command- people stay in the churches because of the relationship that each other has with one another. We are a family helping family. 
I do not doubt that as children of God, we want to do what God commands. We want to please God. 

We have confidence when we approach the throne of God in prayer, if we believe in the Name of the Son and we love others. 
Listen folks we can enjoy the reality of SPIRITUAL ASSURANCE 

Because God is greater than our doubts. 

And our prayers will be answered because of our faith and obedience. 

Then lastly: 
Third Fact The John speaks of about being assured is:  we have the presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives. 
Look at these words that John wrote to the Christians in verse 24

“The one who keeps His commands remains in Him, and He in him. And the way we know that He remains in us is from the Spirit He has given us.”
Now this is the first mention of the Holy Spirit in Johns letter. The Holy Spirit will appear again as the Spirit of truth in chapter 4 and the Spirit of Witness in chapter 5. 
Notice those last words “HE HAS GIVEN US”
The He is Jesus and that the means that not only our knowledge but also the presence of the Holy Spirit comes from Jesus. Let me reassure you that the Holy Spirit is God’s gift to His children- what is amazing to me is that this gift is of the Holy Spirit is God giving Himself to us again.   
Often times we Christians underestimate the important of the Holy Spirit in our lives. 
Here is what the Holy Spirit does:

The Holy Spirit empowers believers. 
The Holy Spirit is present in times of hardship. 
The Holy Spirit helps us worship the Father.

The Holy Spirit points people to Jesus.

The Holy Spirit transforms us from within. 
The Holy Spirit works in every aspect of our lives.

The Holy Spirit helps understand and remember the Bible; and

The Holy Spirit gives us peace; not just the absence of conflict. But rather peace within the conflict.
The Holy Spirit dwells in every believer from the moment of conversion – we are commanded to be filled with the Holy Spirit.

And John says that the fact is that the presence of the Holy Spirit is how we know that we are abiding in Christ. 

In other words, a Christian knows that they are a Christian by the presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives. 

How do you know that you know that you know? 

 Because God is greater than our doubts. 

Prayers are answered because of our faith and obedience. 

The presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives.
Invitation

