Service With a Smile! 

Are you kidding me?
It’s a busy time in the Jones’ household. Pastor Tim is juggling one iron too many these days so I am blessed with the opportunity to share a thought with you this week. Although he asked me to continue on with the series, “The Armor of God,” it seems the Holy Spirit had another idea in mind. By 11:00 a.m., I realized that all I had done was deliver children to four different locations and field a zillion phone calls as I went.  With every call I shared a prayer, offered a prayer or both. I was in the trenches doing God’s work, you know?  And now, I don’t mind telling you that I am exhausted!!!

Restore to me the joy of Your salvation and grant me a willing spirit to sustain me. (Psalm 51:12)
This verse is one to which I return when life has gotten so busy with the ‘doing’ of God’s work that I realize I am not basking in His presence. You have probably heard about Mary and Martha when Jesus came to call.  Mary was sitting at Jesus’ feet while Martha dashed about 
…distracted by all the preparations that had to be made. She [Martha] came to him and asked, "Lord, don't you care that my sister has left me to do the work by myself? Tell her to help me!” (Luke 10:40)

Now, before you jump all over poor Martha as I have done many times, I ask you to back up and read the tenth chapter of Luke in its entirety. Jesus had just sent out the seventy-two to proclaim His coming and to look for workers for the harvest (1-24). Jesus told the Parable of the Good Samaritan saying to go likewise and love your neighbor (25-37).  Martha was doing just that! She invited Jesus and His disciples into her home in that very spirit of love and hospitality. So why does Martha get the fuzzy end of this spiritual lollipop?
As a natural-born “Martha”, I return to our original verse. I often pray that Jesus restores to me the JOY of my salvation. It’s that spirit of elation and worship and praise that comes from remembering who God is, what I was and what (or who) He saved me from. It’s that “sit and bask in the presence of my living Savior and Lord” kind of joy.  Now, you may have to read this paragraph more than once to rekindle that feeling. (go ahead, we will wait…)
Now, it is with this “joy” that we will press on with the tasks that Jesus has set out for us. With the joy of your salvation, tell someone today about your Lord and how He has a plan for each of our lives. With that elation, share your testimony – who you were, how you have changed and who you have to thank for it. Worship your Lord who allows you time at His feet.  Praise Him, the King of Kings and Lord of Lords who is returning again and soon!!
Finally, pray for a willing spirit to sustain you. It ain’t easy to follow in Jesus’ footsteps! In fact, the better you get at following His plan, the more stumbling blocks you will encounter. So pray the Holy Spirit remains on you and in you so you may be equal to the job at hand. Pastor Tim will resume his series on the “Armor of God” next week. Until then, remember who you were, who you ARE and who you have to thank. Tell someone that story today!
g.

p.s. A special wave to the Men and Women of our U.S. Armed Forces for whom this challenge is monumental each and every day. We appreciate your service and your sacrifice. May God bless and keep each of you and your families.
