Sharing our Hope

Hope is defined by the Webster Dictionary as to cherish a desire with anticipation, to expect with confidence and to desire with expectation of obtainment. Hope is a part of our lives and we put our hope in a lot of things. I put my hope in the fact that my vehicle will start and get me to work in the mornings. Tuesday morning there was ice on the road. Our hope that morning was for the salt trucks to have cleared the roads. Instead eighteen cars ended up in accidents. On the same quarter mile stretch of road, I was one of them,as a car slid toward me, my hope was that they would not hit my vehicle. We put our hope in computers, our homes, the stock market, social security and many other things that do not last and will always lets us down. But there is something that we have that will never let us down: a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. Easton’s Bible Dictionary defines hope as confidence, faith, reliance, and stock. When we put our hope in Him we cannot be silent about it. The Bible tells us that we have to tell people about our hope. 
“But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason of the hope that you have. But do this in a gentleness and respect way” (1 Peter 3:15 NIV).

This Scripture tells us three things that we should do. 
First, we must set Christ apart in our lives, Christ must rule in our hearts. We cannot rule our own lives, our pleasures cannot rule, others cannot rule; Jesus must be King. This doesn’t mean we will be perfect but it means we will recognize His ultimate authority in our lives. 

Second, we must be prepared to explain why we have hope. The Boy Scouts motto is “Be Prepared” and this needs to be the motto for all Christians. For a lot of us the problem is we have Jesus as Lord of our lives and it causes people to seek what we have. But when we are asked how, we don’t know how to answer. We must tell about our hope in our own story. You do not need a degree, specialized training or to recite Scripture. In the early days of the church Peter and John healed a crippled man and for their efforts they were persecuted. The religious leaders tried to intimidate them from continuing to proclaim Christ as their resurrected Lord. But they could not scare Peter and John. In Acts it tells us that “these men had no special training or education” (Acts 4:13). The beauty of sharing your hope is that it is yours. It is what you have experienced and learned by Scripture and through the Holy Spirit. You don’t need any fancy theological or philosophical answers. You just need to be yourself and tell them of the Hope you have through your Savior.

Thirdly, be respectful of others. We have to balance our enthusiasm with gentleness. We cannot run over other people’s opinions with a “Bulldozer of Hope” and think that they will want what we have. We cannot intimidate or coerce people into accepting our hope. The goal is not to win the argument it is to win the lost. We’re not looking to be offensive with the Good News about Jesus; we want people to be attracted to Christ. It is our attitude about sharing the Good News that makes a difference.

In Summary

1. Have you set apart Christ as Lord in your heart? Has God become #1 in your life? Are you putting Him first in everything you do? 
2. Are you prepared to explain your hope? Do you need to write it down on paper? Do you have it ready in your heart to share?
3. Are you gentle and respectful of others when you share your hope? What kind of attitude do you have when sharing God with others?
“But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason of the hope that you have. But do this in a gentleness and respect way” (1 Peter 3:15 NIV).

The next time some one is asking you why you are so happy, share with them the hope that you have. Share Jesus!


