Thanksgiving

Happy New Year! I thought about today and how we all will gather with some friends and family to have a great dinner. Traditionally we will have turkey with all the trimmings, to include one of my favorite’s jellied cranberry sauce. Before and after this meal we will watch parades and of course football (Go Detroit Lions). Thanksgiving marks the day before the biggest shopping day of the year in America and recently we have even started to shop on this day. Usually people will line up at the stores starting at 4:00 a.m. to get the best deals. This day also represents the day for the Christmas lights to go on outside. We have truly turned Thanksgiving Day into something it was not meant for.
I will be the first to tell you that it is O.K. that we have commercialized Thanksgiving. I believe that it does not have to do a lot of harm to the (thankful) part of Thanksgiving. In many homes as we gather around the tables we will reflect on what we are truly thankful for: God, family, friends, jobs just to name a few “We give thanks to you, O God, we give thanks, for your Name is near; men tell of your wonderful deeds” (Psalm 75:1) NIV.
It is when we take God out of Thanksgiving Day that it becomes a problem. Typically we celebrate Thanksgiving Day because of our history. In autumn 1621, about a year after the Mayflower Pilgrims made landfall at Plymouth, they put together a feast and broke bread with their Native American neighbors, the Wampanoag, who were celebrating Keepunumuk, the time of the harvest.  Sporadic national, regional and individual Thanksgivings followed, but the day did not become an annual, national holiday until 1863. Americans were waging the Civil War, and in the midst of it President Abraham Lincoln, spurred on by the lobbying efforts of writer Sarah Josepha Hale, proclaimed a national day in which to express thanks for the many blessings enjoyed by Americans, e.g., natural resources and population growth, despite the military conflict. (http://www.answers.com/topic/thanksgiving-day)
We sometimes forget that our founding fathers were Christians. They were truly thankful to God for his blessings in this New World, to include the harsh trails that experienced over the previous year. We have so many things that we can be thankful for, that we cannot cover them in just one day. “Give thanks to the Lord for He is good; His love endures forever” (1Chronicles 16:34). We need to thank Him daily.
My challenge for you is to make today your New Thanksgiving Year. Make a thankful resolution that everyday you will give thanks to God. Happy New Years!
Reasons for thanksgiving

For God’s goodness and love                  1Ch16:34

                                                              2Ch 20:21
                                                              Ps 118:29

For God's wonderful deeds                     Ps 75:1

                                                              Ps 107:8,15,21

For Salvation                                         1Ch 16:35

                                                              Ps 118:21

                                                              Ro 7:24-25

        For daily provisions                                Mt 14:19

                                                                      2Co 9:12

                                                                      1Ti 4:3-5

        For faith, hope and love                          Ro 1:8

                                                                      Col 1:3-5

                                                                      1Th 1:2-4

                                                                      2Th 1:3-4

        For God's grace                                      1Col 1:4

        For healing                                             Lk 17:16

        For victory over sin and death                 1Co 15:57

        For all people                                          1Ti 2:1

        For everything                                         Eph 5:20

                                                                       1Th 5:18

