The Church

Churches in St. Louis and across the country are closing their doors and selling their properties because they are dying out. But, why is this happening? The reasons may be many but; one important reason is we have lost our focus on the purpose of the Church.

I love the Church because I believe with all my heart that the Church is the last great hope for the world. I love the Church because I have seen people’s lives turned around because of her, to include mine. I love the Church because the Bible calls her “the Bride of Christ.” I love her because of what she stands for, despite all the mud that has been flung to try to tarnish her, and despite the skeptics who attempt to discredit her.
The Church is beautiful; Why? Because of who she is and what her purpose is. That is what I want us to think about this week. What is the purpose of the Church? 
When was the last time you invited someone to Church? When was the last time you saw someone hurting and stopped what you were doing to pray with them? When was the time that you had an opportunity to share the Good News with another? In the first chapter in the Book of Acts, Luke presents the purpose of the Church. He presents it in such a way that we should never forget it, because these are the last recorded words that Jesus spoke to his disciples before He ascended to heaven. “You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." (Acts 1:8b). The last recorded words that Jesus spoke to mankind were “you will be my witnesses…”. The scope of our task was given to us in geographical terms, and Acts presents the evangelization of the first three graphical regions Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria. But what does that mean to us today? It means that our Jerusalem is right outside the doors of our church, Judea is our state and Samaria is our country. 

You may be thinking “that’s great for the Church but what about me”? My answer is simple; 
You are the Church.
This building does not make the Church; God’s people make up the Church to accomplish His purpose. Your Jerusalem is outside the doors of your home and in your workplace and yes, even in the grocery store. I was at a conference this past weekend and I saw a gentleman wearing a t-shirt that said “THE CHURCH just left the building”. We are the Church and our purpose is to “be witnesses”. Are you fulfilling your purpose?

I want to challenge you this week to read the first two chapters in Acts and ask yourself; am I fulfilling my purpose? If not, think about how you can fulfill it and then go do it.
