The POWER of God’s Word

Isn’t it amazing how we hear in our heads, but it rarely seems to enter our hearts. I want you to think about that for a moment. We hear in our heads, the information comes into our brain, where we process and act on it. But, it rarely seems to filter down into our hearts. A lot of times we read God’s Word but don’t realize that God is speaking to us every time we open His book. This is part of the danger I see with people reading through the Bible in a year. We can become so focused on getting it done within the timeframe that we risk missing what God is trying to tell us.
For some, it may be better to read through the Bible verse by verse to learn and apply it rather than just to skim through it.  For example; I don’t know how many times I have read these verses (or skimmed over them), without seeing the power of the word and giving it much thought until now.

“The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. And the LORD was sorry (THE KJV WORD IS REPENTED) that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him to his heart. So the Lord said “I will blot out man whom I have created from the face of the land, man and animals and creeping things and birds of the heavens, for I am sorry that I have made them (Genesis 6:5-7).” 

These verses lead up to a familiar story –Noah building the ark. But, these are powerful verses. When I read these verses last week it shocked me, I was in awe. I looked up the Greek and Hebrew meaning of three words from these verses:
“Wickedness” - bad, evil, adversity, affliction, calamity, mischief, misery, naughty, trouble, and wretchedness. “Repented”-  breathe strongly, to be sorry. 
“Heart” - to be the seat of ones inner nature or the emotional center of one’s being. 
Do you get the point? Mankind was so full of bad, evil and adversity that God breathed strongly and he was sorry, he had made man-it grieved Him (God) to the emotional center of His being. 

These verses tell me that we live that through our hearts. If those of the old world had put God’s powerful words in their hearts, God would not have described them as wicked and He would not have been “sorry” for creating them. 
This is why Scripture tells us “above all else, guard your heart, for it affects everything you do (Proverbs 4:23).” So how do you know if a truth has gone from your head to the “center of your being” (your heart)?  What you have just understood in the Scripture is a reality in your daily living. If you cannot match the change in your life to the Scriptures, then the Scriptures have some traveling to do!
Our challenge to you this week and forever is to read your Bible. Start with a favorite verse or passages (i.e. Psalm 23, John 14) consider the Scripture, dig deeper. Find out the Greek and Hebrew meanings of key words. Here are two great resources for your study www.blueletterbible.org or www.biblegateway.com. 

When you fully understand the power of God’s word you will move scripture from your head to your heart and then apply it. It will change your life!
