The Rest of the Story


Have you heard the voice of Paul Harvey?” His five minute broadcast, “The Rest of the Story”, featured historical stories with surprise endings. Like the story of a 13-year-old boy who receives a cash gift from Franklin Roosevelt and the boy was Fidel Castro. This week’s devotional has a surprise ending.


  Last week we discussed the lack of submission to God by His people. Some of the believers wanted and were subject to human praise. Others were scared of how they would be treated: afraid to become outcasts. The Bible describes many who were afraid to “confess their faith for fear they would be put out of the synagogue” (John 12:42). Even after the miraculous signs that Jesus had demonstrated in their presence, they still would not believe and those that did believe had weak faith. We can be the same way when it comes to how we live our lives at work, standing in line at the grocery stores, in our churches and sometimes in our own homes. When are you afraid to proclaim Jesus because of what people will think of you? Are you afraid of losing your job or being labeled as one of “those Christians”? We find the answers to these questions when Jesus gives us the “rest of the story”.

Jesus is completing the work of His public ministry on earth. He knows that the time is drawing near for His death. He begins to speak to His people. This is the rest of the story, this is the surprise ending “Then Jesus cried out” (John 12:44a). The “word cried” out in Greek is Krazo meaning “to shout, call out or exclaim”. The definition of the New American Standard Bible Dictionary defines “cried out” as “to scream”. Jesus screams and He shouts to the people:
"When a man believes in me, he does not believe in me only, but in the one who sent me. When he looks at me, he sees the one who sent me. I have come into the world as a light, so that no one who believes in me should stay in darkness. "As for the person who hears my words but does not keep them, I do not judge him. For I did not come to judge the world, but to save it. There is a judge for the one who rejects me and does not accept my words; that very word which I spoke will condemn him at the last day. For I did not speak of my own accord, but the Father who sent me commanded me what to say and how to say it. I know that his command leads to eternal life. So whatever I say is just what the Father has told me to say."           (John 12:44-50).

The rest of the story tells us: Jesus wanted to tell everyone one last time, with authority, who He is, who His Father is and what His mission is. Jesus is saying, those who do not have enough courage to openly confess Him; to take Him seriously. You must take Him seriously and realize that He is the Light and in order to stay out of darkness you must confess Him. No matter the cost, no matter what others will think of you.

 Jesus is “crying out” today, will you answer His call to spread the rest of the story? “I know that His command leads to eternal life” (John 12:50a).    
I want to challenge you this week to do two things. First, read John chapters 9-12 as you reflect on our devotion. Second, “cry out” to those around you that you are a believer of Christ Jesus and tell them how they can be one to.     
