Whose armor is it anyway?


As Christians we are called to have “the sword of the Spirit and the Shield of Faith”.  We don’t need to just be armed with the armor of God, but we must “put it on”. Soldiers who go out and fight in a war go in “full battle rattle”. This means that they have all the protection gear on and are ready to fight the battle. Scripture tells us that we need wear the “armor of God”, this armor is to defend ourselves spiritually. I love how Paul tells us about it! He says:

“Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground (Ephesians 6: 10-13).”
Paul tells us that in our walk with Christ, we will have battles. Those battles will be against “the devil’s schemes (verse 11), the powers of this dark world and the spiritual forces of evil (verse 12).”  These evil forces are fallen angels led by Satan who: “prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour (1 Peter 5:8).”  The fact is we are going to have battles in our lives. Some will come from addictions (i.e. alcohol, drugs, and pornography). Some can be within us (i.e. pride and lust). Other battles can be with others  within our church body (i.e. creating dissention in God’s church, disrupting business meetings and causing arguments) and the list can go on and on. 

To withstand these attacks, we need to depend on God’s strength. Being strong in the Lord’s “mighty power” is to have strength from God and not our physical human strength. It is the same power that raised Christ from the dead that will empower God’s people as we prepare for the spiritual battle that we will all face. As God empowers us He will never send us into battle unarmed. We must all put on all of God’s Armor. 

 This week, as your battles come (and you know they will come), I challenge you to trust in the Lord for that super human strength that He offers to all of His people. Go into battle with the One who has already won, Jesus! He overcame Satan’s temptations in the desert and He took power over death by His resurrection. He can overcome your battle. Are you ready “to stand your ground?”
