The example of obedience
Do as I say, not as I do! Growing up my mother would tell me to behave. But, as soon as I came back with the same saying to them, I could expect a whipping (am I the only one?). My mother would say “do as I say not as I do.” This is not the way to set the example if you want your children to be obedient.
As a parent I cannot act one way and expect my children to act another. I must live the example of the way I want them to act. But, I am trying to be that model. I don’t want my children to smoke so I quit smoking. I don’t want them to drink alcohol, so I don’t drink alcohol. I don’t want them to use filthy language so I do not use that language and the list goes on and on. It is the same principle with our obedience with God. 

Have you ever noticed that Jesus never told anyone to do something that he did not do himself? He never said “do as I say not as I do”. Jesus gave us commands to pray to the Father (Matthew 6:9), forgive our enemies (Mark 11:25-26). Pick up the cross and follow him (Matthew 10:38), humility by taking the lowest of positions (Luke 14:8-11). Rejoice when persecuted (Luke 6:22-23), minister to others (Matthew 25: 34-36). Jesus has even showed us the example of how to be obedient to God in the death on the cross. 

“For just as through the disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man the many will be made righteous (Romans 5:19).”

It was Adam who disobeyed God and made us all sinners, but it is through Jesus’ obedience, His death on the cross in obedience to His Father, God that we can be saved.

Obedience is the act or instance of submitting to an authority. It is compliance with the demands or requests of someone over us. The general words for obedience in Greek hupakouo refer to hearing a superior authority. One Greek word that is translated “obedience” includes the idea of submission to authority in the sense of arranging or ordering oneself under someone in a place of command.

For us obedience usually means coming to a confrontation with God’s Word. What I mean is that the most difficult part of living out the Scripture is obeying the scripture. Obeying God is simply applying the truth of God’s Word into our lives. “If you love Me keep My commandments (John 14:15).”
This week’s challenge: During your daily prayer time ask God to show you where you are disobedient in your life. When God reveals your answer ask for forgiveness and then, do everything you can to turn your disobedience to obedience no matter what the cost. This is a big challenge-but I believe you can do it. Let me know how it is going.
