Unconditional
As most of you know my wife and I are foster parents of infants and toddlers. We are blessed to witness a lot of their first with us, first birthdays, first steps, first words, first teeth… As we celebrate their growth these children come to see us as their parents and love us unconditionally. They do not see the difference of skin color, or care about the amount in our bank account. They don’t care about the legal aspects of their placement in foster care, but they soon reflect the love we poor into them. They see us just for who we are: their parents. “VJ” came to us as an infant 15 months ago. He is 19 months old now. The love that he has for me is so very unconditional. He is my little buddy and copies my walk and gestures. If I ever could be considered a celebrity it would be in his eyes. We look different, but that does not stop him from screaming “Daddy” and running to me when I come home from work. He cannot see the difference of the skin color but, he just sees me. 
Our world has a lot to learn from our children. No wonder Jesus tells us to “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.” (Mark 10:14). Children have the faith to accept and give love unconditionally. Sometimes we use a word so casually that the meaning gets lost when reading in context. This is true when we hear the word “unconditional”. We may picture the love of a mother for her child. But do we ever think of the meaning of the word by itself? The Merriam-Webster Dictionary defines “unconditional” as “without conditions, it is absolute; unconditional love”.

God loves us without condition, His love for us is absolute, and it is unconditional love. Even though we are not the people that He first created before mankind fell to sin, He still loves us. We have all our sin and our baggage when we come to God on a daily basis, but He still loves us. He loves us with Agape love, the unmerited love God shows to all of us by sending His Son as the suffering redeemer, 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16).
God gives us this example of sacrifice for us and Jesus gives us the first commandment to “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.” (Matthew 22:37a). When we love someone with all of our hearts, all our souls and all our minds we love them with out condition. We are to Love God unconditionally.

This week I challenge you with two things, first rethink your love for God: is it unconditional? Secondly is the second commandment that Jesus gives us “Love your neighbor as yourself” (Matthew 22:28b). When we show love to our neighbors, we demonstrate Gods love to them. Pour out your love into another this week.
