Weapon of Choice
I remember in Army Basic Training we were taught that our weapons were not “guns”. This was difficult to remember, particularly the guys who were around guns all their lives. Most of us continued to refer to our weapon as our gun; boy did we pay for that mistake! One of the times I remember was while we were completing our live fire exercise in the desert of Fort Bliss, Texas. We dug foxholes, slept in pup-tents and we ran, marched, and crawled everywhere we went. One day one of the guys called his weapon a “gun”. We were running that day and he had to run around the entire formation of guys as we ran. He had to hold his weapon over his head and say “this is my weapon and not my gun”. We ran for about two miles and he ran about four miles. 

  I often think about that story when I think of the sword of the Spirit. I picture the sword as a soldier’s primary weapon. 
“Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God  (Ephesians 6:14-15) NIV”.
Paul is telling us that when we go into battle we cannot “bring a knife to a gun fight”. We need the most powerful weapon there is, the “Sword of the Spirit”. To choose anything else as our primary weapon is useless. The sword of the Roman Soldier was about six to eighteen inches long and it was the main weapon for hand to hand combat. It was always with the soldier attached to his belt and ready for use at any time.

As Christians our weapon of choice is the “Sword of the Spirit”, which is the word of God (Eph 6:17).” Our weapon is stronger than any other weapon the world can throw at us. 
“For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart (Hebrews 4:12).”

Just as a soldier prepares for battle we too must be prepared for the battle that continues on in daily our lives. We can become prepared by first owning our own Sword. We all should own a Bible on what we can read, markup and understand. Second we are to know our weapon, this is what David tells us “I have stored up Your Word in my heart, that I might not sin against You (Psalm 119:11).” It is not enough to own a Bible and take it out of the rear car window on Sundays. For our sword to be effective in our battles we must read it and store it up in our hearts (memorize), so that when battle comes we are prepared. 

The challenge this week is to get your own Bible. In fact buy two and give one to someone who does not own one! If you already own a Bible buy another or two and give to someone who does not have one. Then read it daily and challenge the other person to read it. The best way to win a battle is to be prepared. Are you battle ready?
