Wear a flak jacket!

In today’s modern warfare soldiers wear “flak” jackets which do exactly what the armor (breastplate) did for the Roman soldier. The breastplate is defensive armor covering the front and back designed to protect the soldier’s heart and vital organs. Today the flak jacket is an improved armor from over 2,000 years ago but, it’s purpose is the same: to protect the heart and other vital organs. Today Soldiers and police officers wear them daily. You may be shocked to know that rodeo bull riders also wear them, and the purpose is always the same, to protect the heart and other vital organs. 

Paul used the illustration of a Roman soldier so we could relate objects in the physical world to be used to fight the battle in the spiritual world. 

“Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God (Ephesians 6 14-15) NIV”.
But, what is the function of “the breastplate of righteousness?” Most will guess that we are to be righteous. But how often do we hear the Word of God on Sunday and live a different life Monday through Saturday? How often do we hear God’s Word and stop short of applying it to our life because it will change our life or lifestyle?  

Scripture tells us that God has given us His righteousness “God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God (2 Corinthians 5:21).” This righteousness is a gift from God based on what Jesus Christ did for us on the cross.


Righteousness is a “moral attitude”. When we have this righteousness, it should be apparent in our lives. I love how James puts it:
But someone will say, "You have faith and I have works." Show me your faith apart from your works, and I will show you my faith by my works (James 2:17-18).”

There have been many discussions about works and salvation. But, here is what James was getting at: my faith, what I believe in, what I live for, and what I love is why I do what I do.  If you say you are a Christian then you are to act like a Christian.  To put it simply, the person who is wearing the breastplate of righteousness will do what is right by God’s standards. 

I want to challenge you to examine your flak jacket. Are you just going to church on Sunday warming a pew then living a non-righteous life the rest of the week? Maybe you are involved in things that don’t show others that you are a Christian. I want to challenge you to stand firm, put on your breastplate and keep it on in all situations. Your life depends on you! I know it is hard, but with encouragement I think we all can do it! Armor UP!
