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Father God, we thank You for giving us the privilege to worship You as our one and true God. As we begin to study Your incredible word today, we ask that Your will is done and that You would open our hearts to understand the message you have for us today. We ask that the Holy Spirit convict us and that the blood of Your Son washes us clean. 

May we be focused on You for the next 30 minutes and that as You place Your message on our hearts that we will take action on the message to become better in our walk and to have a better grasp of spreading Your Sons Gospel in the darkness of our world.

In your Son’s Name Jesus, we ask these things. Amen and Amen

The purpose of The Father sending the Son was for lost to be found.

Welcome back to week three of our sermon series Lost and Found. 
In the last couple weeks, we have been studying the stories that Jesus spoke of in Luke Chapter 15 about the lost and found department of God.

Have you ever had something lost that meant a lot to you? Of course, you have! The other day I was at the gym, while on the tread mil I took my phone out of my pocket and placed it in one of the drink holders it had. I got done with the treadmill, I walked a couple extra laps and stretched out, then I put my sweater on grab my keys and left. I got all most all the way home and it hit me… MY PHONE!!! I left it at the gym. My whole life is on that phone, contacts, text messages, emails, passwords, pictures ect…and I thought what if someone pick it up and took it. I would lose it all. I got back to the gym raced up the stairs and went to that treadmill and there is was- wow was I relieved… Then the next week I left my keys in the same treadmill and I did not get very far that time and there they were. 

I am glad that when I lost those things because my own fault, that I was able to find them again. And that is how we can connect with these parables or stories that Jesus told. Each of us has lost something important.  Sin removed us from the presence of God, In a sense God lost us, but HE wants us back!
Open your Bibles with me the New Testament book of Luke, Luke chapter 15. Remember that Luke is the 3rd book in the New Testament – Matthew- Mark then Luke. Luke 15 and when you get there let me know by saying “FOUND IT”. For those on line you can type FOUND IT.

Amen thank you Luke 15.

Remember now the backdrop of our sermon series comes when the Pharisee and Scribes begin to complain to Jesus about the people who Jesus was sitting and eating with, those less fortunate than. The Pharisees and the scribes of that time did not eat and would not eat with the common people of the day. The Pharisee loved their rituals and would restrict their banquets to the quote -unquote “Saved” people. The Pharisee felt superior to the Jews and the Gentiles because they were the religious leaders and they were the only ones right. And they were appalled that Jesus would sit and eat with sinners. 

So Jesus began telling the three parables” 

First was THE LOST SHEEP and Jesus said that a good Shepheard would risk his life to find the lost sheep and when it is found He would celebrate with his neighbors. The second parable was about THE LOST COIN. Remember that the women lost the coin in her house and houses in biblical times were made of black rock and had very small windows so even during the day the house was dark. The only way to find that coin was to shine the light in the darkness and then sweep the dirt and dust so that she could see it shining in the darkness and when she found it, she rejoiced with her friends and neighbors. The shepherd in the lost sheep is Jesus coming to the world and dying on the cross to rescue those who are lost. The woman in the lost coin represents the church and the light is Christ- The church is to go out into the darkness of the world searching for the lost with the light of the world spreading the Good news so that those who are found are cleaned up by his blood. Jesus said that when one sinner is found the heavens and the God’s angels would celebrate. 
Which brings us to the third parable that Jesus spoke about- THE LOST SON.
If you are there in Luke chapter 15 begin reading with me from verse 11 and it begins like this:

“He also said: “A man had two sons. 12 The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the estate I have coming to me.’ So he distributed the assets to them. 13 Not many days later, the younger son gathered together all he had and traveled to a distant country, where he squandered his estate in foolish living. 14 After he had spent everything, a severe famine struck that country, and he had nothing. 15 Then he went to work for one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed to eat his fill from the carob pods the pigs were eating, but no one would give him any. 17 When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands have more than enough food, and here I am dying of hunger!18 I’ll get up, go to my father, and say to him, Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight. 19 I’m no longer worthy to be called your son. Make me like one of your hired hands.’ 20 So he got up and went to his father. But while the son was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion. He ran, threw his arms around his neck, and kissed him. 21 The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight. I’m no longer worthy to be called your son.’

22 “But the father told his slaves, ‘Quick! Bring out the best robe and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 Then bring the fattened calf and slaughter it, and let’s celebrate with a feast, 24 because this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’ So they began to celebrate.

25 “Now his older son was in the field; as he came near the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 So he summoned one of the servants and asked what these things meant. 27 ‘Your brother is here,’ he told him, ‘and your father has slaughtered the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.’ 28 “Then he became angry and didn’t want to go in. So his father came out and pleaded with him. 29 But he replied to his father, ‘Look, I have been slaving many years for you, and I have never disobeyed your orders, yet you never gave me a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your assets[m] with prostitutes, you slaughtered the fattened calf for him.’

31 “‘Son, he said to him, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. 32 But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’”
I want to get right to the big idea today.

THE BIG IDEA IS: 

THE FATHERS LOVE RESTORES ALL WHO ARE BROKEN.
Our worth to God doesn’t come from the successes of failures in life or whether we feel entitled or not, it comes from the love that He has for us.
The father in this parable is described as a wealthy farmer, with servants and lands, so that his sons would have enjoyed privileged status in the community. 

It is important to note that Jesus uses two characters of the sons in the story to represent the people before Him on that day. 
The younger son represents the Non- religious, immoral sinners who Jesus came to save- they are the lost, Jesus seeks that they will repent and turn back to God. 

The Older son represents the Religious, moral, self-righteous people who do not think that they are sinners who need to repent. 

What we must realize today that the Fathers love restores the religious and the non-religious people. 
I want to share with you 4 actions of this Father that Jesus speaks of in this story that applies to us today.

THE FIRST ACTION IS:

THE FATHER GAVE THE INHERITANCE. 

Draw your attention to verse12 “The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the estate I have coming to me.’ So he distributed the assets to them.”

The young son desired to be independent from his father and demand his inheritance while the father was still alive. 

It is not normal for a person to receive an inheritance before the parent has died. It has been done but it is not normal – in fact in Biblical times it was frowned upon. But the younger son wanted his inheritance right then. Inheritance laws in Israel were designed to favor the older son, giving him a double share (probably with the purpose of keeping a family's land holdings together and preserving the family farm intact). 

But notice that the father did not just give him the inheritance but he split the inheritance between the two sons. 
As we see that Jesus shows us that this father represents our Father in Heaven. 
In fact, all who believe by faith through Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection we become children of God and as such we receive our inheritance of eternal life.   

The Bible says in Romans 8:17 that “if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.” Then in Colossians 1:11-12 is says “May you be strengthened with all power, according to His glorious might, for all endurance and patience, with joy 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the saints’ inheritance in the light.”
Jesus’ point here is that God gives freely to each person. The inheritance is there for everyone, but listen to me- you determine what you do with that inheritance. 
Which bring us to the second action of the father. 

THE FATHER LETS HIS SON MAKE HIS OWN CHOICES. 
Notice with me the events that took place after the son received his inheritance verses 13-19.

After receiving His inheritance, the young son decided that he would life a wild lifestyle. With lots of money in his pocket, he sets out on a journey to a far-away land -- far away from his father, far away from his older brother, and far away from any watchful eye, from any sense of responsibility and moral restraint. Verse 13 says he squandered the inheritance – the Greek definition of squandered means to waste or to lose through negligence. He did so on foolish living – the Bible describes foolishness as an ethical concept to where you must make a decision to either be a fool or not to be fool. 
Notice that the Father doesn’t stop him. The father lets him make his own mistakes with hoping that one day he would regain his senses before it was too late. 

But watch what happens, now his foolish actions takes a turn to for the worse. His money is gone, his friends desert him and he cannot pay for a place to live. He is homeless, destitute, the only work he could find was feeding the slop to the pigs and he was so hungry he would think about eating that.. Verse 16 says that “He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything."
God the Father allows people to make their own decisions to either live like a fool or not to, its called free will and each person born in the world has that free will. Free will is the power to make decisions of our own rather than having God determine what we do.
What free will does for us, is it gives us the power to make the decision for ourselves. God the Father wants us to make the right choice with our free will and that is to follow Him- but it has to be your choice. 

Romans 10:9 says that “If you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.”
Notice that salvation comes by you deciding to do something to activate it.
Then in 2nd Peter 3:9 that “The Lord does not delay His promise, as some understand delay, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish but all to come to repentance.”
This son received his inheritance and squandered it. God freely gives you the inheritance of eternal life, but it is up to each of us what we will do with it. 

1st the Father gives the inheritance 

2nd The Father allows free will

Then third we find:

THE FATHER WELCOMES HIS SON BACK
The boy decided to live a life unbecoming of his father and after he losses it all, finds himself homeless, working with the pigs and almost eating pig slop- after he hits rock bottom -he regains his senses. 

Watch what happens in verses 17-20:
“When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands have more than enough food, and here I am dying of hunger!18 I’ll get up, go to my father, and say to him, Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight. 19 I’m no longer worthy to be called your son. Make me like one of your hired hands.’ 20 So he got up and went to his father. But while the son was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion. He ran, threw his arms around his neck, and kissed him. 21 The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight. I’m no longer worthy to be called your son.’
He probably practiced what he was going to say to his father over and over again in his head. This is what I am going to say and I will do whatever he asks of me. Have you ever practiced what you would say to someone? 

It's amazing how complex issues can suddenly become crystal clear. The son compares his own condition with that of his father's hired servants.

He stinks because he was working with the pigs feeding them in their pens and here while the Son was still a long way off, his father saw him, you must be thinking that the father must have been looking for his son to return to him, and the father felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. Still not clean, still reeking of pigs and the walk but the father does not care 21And the son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.' (AS He begins to tell him what he rehearsed the father interrupts him) 22But the father said to his servants, 'Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. 23And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. 24For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.' And they began to celebrate.
What Jesus is describing are the people who the religious leaders don’t want to be around. They are dirty in their sin, they smell bad because sin. I mean no one wants to be around someone who has worked in the pig farms; right?
While the son was a long way off the Bible says in verse 20 that the father was anticipating him coming home. He was waiting for him. Watching for him.
Without question the father welcomes the son home with a kiss, he adorns him of the clothing that shows the world that this boy is his son. 

You know what I have learned? God will let you hit rock bottom so that you will come to your senses and return to Him.

When those who rebel against God, who decide to sin against God, it is a moral choice that they are making and people have the right to make it because gave us that right to choose.  But when we come to our senses that the preconceived notions that we have are wrong, when we become fifthly in sin, when have the stench of moral decay, when we are at the end of our rope. He is waiting for us. God the Father is here, standing there with welcoming arms, he welcomes us in and He places the clothes of righteousness because of Jesus’ blood and it says to the world and to all the heaven that we belong to the house of God. IN Revelation 19:8 It was given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints.
The Father gives us the best of clothing. Which brings a celebration for lost sons return home?
But, during the celebration the eldest son comes and is dismayed at the events of the celebration. Which brings us to the fourth action of the Father.

THE FATHER REASSURES THE OLDER SON OF HIS INHERITANCE.
Remember that the older son represents the religious leaders. The older son is enraged when he comes in from working the fields to discover a party with music and dancing to celebrate his younger brother's return. No one told him of the brothers return. The father tries to settle the older brother down from his jealous rage 

Even so the brother complains that it was him who served his father all those years faithfully, never disobeying his orders and never did he kill a calf for him.
The self-deserving believer – the older son accused the father of not rewarding his upright behavior.
We see that the older son is clearly a picture of the pharisees. In their self-righteousness, they refuse to associate with sinners and have forgotten to rejoice when a sinner returns to God. And because of that they also needed to be restored by the Fathers love.

The Father Gave His inheritance 

             He Lets His children make mistakes

                He welcomed his child back home




 And reassures his other children

Can I ask you;

Where do you see yourself today?

Are you the rebellious son, lost and far from God? Are you the self-righteous pharisee, no longer capable of rejoicing when a sinner returns to God?
Where do you want to be today?
