Where is your heart?

Think for a moment and finish this statement “Where your ________ is, your God is.” As I read and study God’s Word and I look at the teachings of Jesus, I become amazed at the simplicity in which He teaches us. Jesus did not baffle the disciples with apologetic theory, but rather He pointed us to very simple and doable concepts. Even when an expert of the law tried to trick Jesus by asking, “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law (Matthew 22:36)?”  Jesus’ simple response completes our statement.
“And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets (Matthew 22:37-40)."
 We are commanded by Jesus to Love God first and foremost. This has been true since the beginning of mankind. Man was created to have a relationship with God first. Before Adam had Eve to love, he had a relationship with God (Genesis 2). The first four of the Ten Commandments (the first table) are directly connected with this command to Love God First. The first four commandments are our duty to God. If we love God with our entire being we will keep these commandments.

The second command is to “love our neighbors as ourselves”. This command connects the second part of the Ten Commandments: commands five through ten. Jesus teaches us that if you “love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind”, and “love your neighbor as yourself”, we will never have to strive in our lives to make sure we fulfill the Ten Commandments. It will naturally happen. 

My answer to the statement is “Where your heart is, your God is.” I encourage you this week to find where your heart is and if it is not where God is, change it now. Put God first in your life and love Him with all your heart, soul and mind. When you do that you can effectively love your neighbor. 
