Who are you following?

We spend the majority of our lives in line at the grocery stores, in traffic, at lunch, and getting back home again, even this devotional is waiting for you to read it.  We follow whoever is in front of us at that time, just like geese during flight as they change leaders and keep on following. We follow people’s lives by reading magazines and autobiographies. We follow their activities on Face Book, Twitter (which I do) and on reality television. We cannot get enough of watching or reading about other people and what they are doing.  


I remember one day our oldest son had gotten his driver’s license and my wife and I was with him. He was driving forty- five miles an hour in a twenty-five mile an hour zone. When we told him to slow down he asked “Why? I am driving with the flow of traffic”. 
Sometimes we follow people who make bad judgments so we can feel right about the wrong we are doing. When a young man or woman decides to enlist into the Armed Services they must divulge any involvement with law enforcement agencies. In my position as an Army Guidance Counselor, I ask the prospective soldier for details surrounding the incident. The answer I always get is, “I was hanging out with the wrong crowd”. When we follow the “crowd” it seems that we blame the “crowd,” not ourselves. 
We always have a choice of who we follow. Just after Peter’s confession of Christ, Jesus begins to teach the crowd about His upcoming death. Jesus gives the statement “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up the cross and follow me” (Mark 8:34) NIV. Jesus used the image of carrying a cross to illustrate the ultimate submission required of His followers. He was talking about the heroic effort needed to follow Him moment by moment, in every part of our lives, to do His will even when the work is difficult and the future looks bleak. 
In today’s world of the Christian church membership declining and closing their doors, same-sex marriages and other society issues we must be clear just who we are following.  Are we following someone or something because it makes us feel right about the wrong that we are doing? Are we following “crowd” or are we following the One? 

When it seems easier to do the wrong thing than the right, we must be reminded that in order to be a follower of Jesus we must “deny ourselves” and we must “pick up our cross”. 
Whether you know it or not there are people that are following you. Who have you chose to follow? 
7 to go!

