Without the Book


This question is for all you “Star Trek” fans out there: is there a Klingon translation of the Bible? You will have to research that one for yourselves. We can find information on almost anything today. Our information systems of computers, e-books, cell phones, smart phones, I phones, Ipods, PDAs are connected to our so-called information super highway. The internet is so fast that we can research almost anything in the world, from almost anywhere in the world. The Bible is no exception this rule. We can access many of the estimated 2,287 translations of the Bible. 
The Early Christian Church did not have the New Testament books. They could not plug in their computer at the Ephesus Starbucks and get on the internet to research a commentary or to go to the nearest Corinth Christian bookstore to pick up the latest version of the Bible. The New Testament was being created during those times, not as a book but through witnessing accounts and letters. In Peter’s second sermon in Acts 4, Peter and John find themselves in front of the Sanhedrin. The Sanhedrin commands them to stop speaking and teaching in the name of Jesus, and Peter’s reply is simple: “For we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard” Acts 4:20). The Apostles learned everything they needed to know to teach people from the eyewitness accounts from Jesus Christ.
The new Church learned everything there was to know from apostle’s teachings which came from their eyewitness accounts. They taught about the words from Jesus on the side of a mountain, the preaching of Jesus in Synagogues and the healings of many. They taught that Jesus was indeed the Messiah as foretold by the prophets and that through His death on the cross there is salvation.  The Apostles were the New Testament Bible (“what we have seen and heard”) through the direction of the Holy Spirit. 


The next time you talk to someone who needs to hear the story of Christ, remember what you have “seen” and “heard”. What was so convincing wasn’t that the Apostles could quote from Scripture.  It was their heart-felt conviction as they had as they told the story of what they “seen” and “heard”. When it comes to a person in front of you it is authentic when you speak about what you have personally “seen and heard” (your testimony). The Bible is very important to us, it is part of us. This week I want to challenge you to set aside some time and reflect on what you have “seen and heard” about Jesus, God’s Holy Word, and what He has done in your life. Then go out and share it with someone in your family, a spiritual brother or sister or perhaps a stranger, or even a “trekkie”.   
