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iSERVE 
Part 2  
1 Peter 4:7-11
 PASTOR TIMOTHY JONES                         March 4, 2018 

 Opening Prayer:
So much has been on my heart this past week, much of has to do with this church and what we are not doing to impact the Kingdom of God, most of that is about our prayer life as a church and personally, the other part of that I been evaluating in my own mind, about our love for one another and the n the last part is about serving one another.  

Well last week we began talking about IServe, the direction of serving that we want our church to move to, we also talked about how as we serve it impacts others. Remember in the last few months we have been introducing to you this concept of Iserve. The ISERVE Teams are all about Kingdom building and kingdom serving. 

You can view these team on the back of your connection card they will consist of 8 teams 

Outreach, First Impressions, Tech Team, Worship Team, the Follow up team, Children’s team, and small groups/ mission team and the new team I just added over the weekend the Administrative team.. 
Throughout this past week we talked about the disciples and their dirty feet at the last supper. How their pride prevented them from serving and cleaning the feet of the others. 
I love what Jesus says in Matthew 23:11

“The greatest among you shall be your servant.”

We said Last Sunday that we must die to self to serve like Christ. In other words, we are to let go of who we are with our pride, attitudes, hurts and hang-ups, the baggage that we carry that prevent us from serving - to serve like Christ did. To serve like Christ, Jesus taught us three simple principles from last week. 

#1 serve with the right motivation (love).
#2 Serve with the right attitude (humility). 
#3 Serve with the right wisdom (understanding God’s Word and serving).
Last week was all about Jesus teaching us by His example to serve. This week is all about putting serving into motion. 
Open your Bibles or Aps with me to the New Testament book of 1st Peter, 1st Peter chapter 4 chapter. 1st Peter is towards the back of the Bible if you find Hebrews, then James there will be 1st Peter. 1st Peter 4, and when you get there let me know by saying “Iserve”.
You might be asking; Why we are putting such a big emphasis on serving right now? 

Well simply put the Bible teaches us that serving is being obedient to God and God’s Word. And the truth is we find in the scripture that the church in the Bible is about Jesus and people serving each other.  
We see that in the book of Acts They devoted themselves to serving others and the community as such they did whatever it took to help out one another.

You see as a church we are called to love and live intentionally towards each another in the church by using our spiritual gifts to serve each other.

Throughout the New Testament we are commanded to love one another and through this love that we have for each other we are commanded to serve one another. 

So serving the church and one another is commanded, expected, The scripture shows us examples of the personal service from Jesus and the Church and it is obedient to God. But most of all as we discovered last week and we will be talking about this week is we should serve because of the Love that we have for others.
Let me Illustrate this way, there was once a married couple who didn’t love each other. The day they got married, the husband handed his wife a list of chores for her to follow. He insisted that she do all the tasks on her list every day. The wife worked hard to accomplish her assigned duties, but she was miserable as she performed them. Ironing his clothes, preparing his meals, cleaning house—every task was burdensome. Although she obeyed all his rules, she never enjoyed a loving relationship with her husband.

Then one day her husband died. After several years had passed, she fell in love with another man and got married. The new husband never required her to do anything, much less a list of jobs. Instead, he showered her with love and did everything he could to make her happy.

 One day this wife was joyfully cleaning house when she discovered her first husband’s list of commands tucked away in a drawer. As she read the paper, it dawned on her that she was performing every task on the list, but now she was serving with joy instead of misery. Her love for her second husband inspired her to automatically do the same jobs that her first husband had required. She had served her first husband out of duty, but her second husband out of love.

You see folks the Bible commands us to serve, But God wants us to serve Him out of love, not obligation. With the same Love that Christ came to serve us. 
Well this week I titled our sermon as:

SERVING ONE, SERVING ALL, SERVING FOR THE GLORY OF GOD.
If you are there in First Peter chapter 4 begin reading with me from verse 7
“Now the end of all things is near; therefore, be serious and disciplined for prayer. 8 Above all, maintain an intense love for each other, since love covers a multitude of sins. 9 Be hospitable to one another without complaining. 10 Based on the gift each one has received, use it to serve others, as good managers of the varied grace of God. 11 If anyone speaks, it should be as one who speaks God’s words; if anyone serves, it should be from the strength God provides, so that God may be glorified through Jesus Christ in everything. To Him belong the glory and the power forever and ever. Amen.

Just last week we discovered that Peter was among those who did not wash the others disciple’s feet at the last supper. They had just come off the road from traveling, and fresh from the argument of who was better. So they did not wash their feet. In fact, Peter refused Jesus again and it wouldn’t be the last time Peter refused Jesus. He did not want Jesus to wash his feet until Jesus said that if He did not wash him that Peter would have no part in Him. And Today we find a different attitude with Peter- Here it is Peter who echoes the words of Jesus about love and serving.
Which brings us to our Big Idea Today

OUR BIG IDEA IS SERVING OTHERS GLORIFIES GOD

Notice with me that the first thing Peter does is alert His readers to the fact the “end of all things is near” in verse 7, John the Baptist used the same language in Matthew 3:2 as he said “Repent, because the Kingdom of heaven has come near”,, After Jesus spent 40 days and 40 nights in the wilderness fasting, Jesus returned to find John the Baptist in prison and He began to preach “Repent, for Kingdom of heaven has come near” (Matt 4:17), In 1 John 2:18 John said “it is the last hour”. Within the contents of the New Testament we see the reoccurring theme that the return of the Jesus is imminent. After all Revelation is about the end days and the return of Christ Jesus. Amen? 
So Peter grabs our attention by saying that the end is near. Peter was not speaking chronologically. He was speaking theologically. In the grand story of God’s redemptive work, the next big event on the redemptive timeline after Christ’s return to heaven is Christ’s return from heaven. The Bible describes all the days after the ascension of Christ as the last days.

So here we find that Peter is speaking to the readers and us today about living out the last days. 

Let me ask you; if you knew that you were in your last days; how would you want to live them out?

Well Peter says we are in the last days and listen folks Jesus can return anytime, we don’t know the day nor the hour, but Peter says we should be ready, this is also the theme as Paul talks to the Thessalonian Church, that we should waiting for that day.

Peter says that because we are in the last days that this should prompt us into action. 

Peter gives us four things that we should be caught doing when the Lord Jesus Christ returns.

First, we are to be serious and disciplined for prayer in verse 7.
Are you serious about your prayer life? Are you disciplined when it comes to talking to God?
Our ministry folks should be bathed in prayer- everything we attempt for God should begin in prayer. We should seek God as we do things in our personal life and our ministry. 

Especially when it comes to serving for the church – but let me caution you there are times that God is answering you, yet we always say let me pray about it. If God is answering you, you don’t need to pray about it.

I remember we were doing a homeless ministry out of the back of two mini vans, and we had been praying for a truck and another ministry came with us and asked me to pray about receiving the truck as a gift. Now Most people would have said ok I will pray about it, but I said I did not need to pray because I had already been praying and this was the answer to the prayer.  But it wouldn’t have been an answer if we had not been praying- So we must pray for our personal lives, the ministry and we must pray as we serve one another. 

2nd Paul says that we are to maintain the intense love for one another- Look at verse 8 intense love that we have for one another. That vision of Jesus washing the disciple’s feet was about love- Jesus later said that Love is defined as a person who would lay down their life for another – then Jesus went to the cross to die so that we would have life. That’s love- to serve the church and others we must have that intense love for one another. 
Now let me mention something right here, this intense love doesn’t that mean that everything will be awesome all the time? It doesn’t mean that there won’t be issues that pop up, that the sin of gossip won’t take over, that the spirit if disunity won’t rise up- after all we all make mistakes, I make mistakes, you make mistakes, what Peter is saying that as we make mistakes in our lives and in the church that our intense love for one another covers the multitude of sins. When people get mad and they leave the church because of something that someone did; is this the intense love that we are to have that Peter is speaking about? 
In Proverbs 10:12 “hatred stirs up conflict, but love covers all offensives.” 
When Peter refused to let Jesus wash his feet, did Jesus rebuke him and make him leave the group? What did Jesus do? He washed his feet, when Jesus knew that Judas was going to betray Him; What did Jesus do? He washed his feet. 
The book of 1 Corinthians chapter 13 says this about love: 

Its patient- kind- does not envy- is not boastful nor conceited- love does not act improperly- it is not selfish or provoked- it doesn’t keep a record of wrong- Love rejoices in truth – bears all things – believes all things- hopes all things- endures all things.
If we are going to serve one another as God has intended us to serve, we must have an intense love for one another that no matter the things that have been done wrong we still come to serve one another because of our love for one another.
You have heard me say this; people say that blood is thicker than water- meaning that blood relatives stick together no matter what- the Blood of Jesus make us family.

The Bible tells us that Jesus said in John 13:35 “Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are my disciples." (NLT)

Christian love is supposed to result in forgiveness and reconciliation when you feel wronged. 
The end of all things is near- what will you be caught doing? 
Peter said to be Serious about prayer- to maintain the intense love we have for one another- then He says this is that we should be caught being hospitable to one another without complaining. Sometimes I feel that we are a hospital for complaints. Sometimes I feel that all I am doing is putting our fires.. This is a sermon all in itself amen – here’s what Peter is saying; be nice to people and stop complaining about everything. 
Treat people the same way Jesus treats you. Forgive them and refuse to shut them out of your life. When we fail Jesus again and again, He doesn’t write us off. He refuses to let our sin stand in the way of the relationship He wants with us. In the same way, when people fail us at church, and they will, we are to love them like Jesus and be really hard to offend. Because if Jesus came back today- would you want to be caught leading complaint department? Amen? 
Just as we are to take prayer seriously and loving people seriously to prepare for the return of Christ, we are to be serious about serving others in the church. If Jesus returns He should catch each Christian Praying, loving one another- being hospital without complaining and we should be caught serving one another. This is  __ Of our sermon Look with me at verses 10 and 11 with me 
10 Based on the gift each one has received, use it to serve others, as good managers of the varied grace of God. 11 If anyone speaks, it should be as one who speaks God’s words; if anyone serves, it should be from the strength God provides, so that God may be glorified through Jesus Christ in everything. To Him belong the glory and the power forever and ever. Amen.
remember The Big Idea:  
Serving others brings glory to God.
so now the question is how do we serve that will bring glory to god? 

Here are three ways that God wants us to serve to glorify Him.

1. THe First way to Serve that giveS God the Glory is to serve in your gift.
Notice the stcuture of the first part of verse 10 
Based on the gift each one has received, use it to serve others.

Peter is speaking about how the Holy Spirit manifests Himself through us for the benefit of the Church.
Notice three things about this verse with me 

First is are the words based on the gift- 

The Greek word for gift is Charisma, which means a gift of grace. There are different gifts within the church. 
Second are the words “EACH ONE HAS RECEIVED” This means all Christians have received a gift. Whoever has put their faith and trust in Christ receives a gift. 
Based on the gift each one has received is a statement of fact. You never have to wonder if you have received a spiritual gift, because each one has received it. 
The Book of Romans chapter 12 verse 4-6 illustrates spiritual gifts: 

“Now as we have many parts in one body, and all the parts do not have the same function, 5 in the same way we who are many are one body in Christ (SO EVERYONE HERE WHO HAS ACCTPOED CHRUIST IN FAITH IS ONE BODY) and individually members of one another. 6 According to the grace given to us, we have different gifts” 
The writer of Romans equates the church as a physical body and just as we have individual parts that function in different ways but they make the whole-body function, so to the church has different parts- or people who have different gifts that make the church function properly. So God through the power of the Holy Spirit has empowered each of us for service. To maximize our ministry, we need people serving in the different areas of the church.

Verse 10 goes on to say that we are to use the gifts that we have to serve one another.  
Turn to your neighbor and say “USE IT”
And here is the key- we are given gifts for the benefits of the church.

The gift is used to serve others- the Greek word serve means to minister to or to perform duties, render assistance, serve." It can also indicate menial tasks, such as waiting on someone at the table or more exalted tasks, such as serving God Himself. The point here is to serve others with the gifts from God.

The other thing is that the love that we have for one another. THIS INTENSE LOVE that Peter speaks about in verse 8 is supposed to be the catalyst for serving each other with the gift that the Holy Spirit has given us. We must use the gift because when one fails to do their part, then the body of Christ Suffers.
And I cant tell you how much that hurts the church. 
So how can you use your gift- through our Iserve teams- through outreach, first impression, the tech team, the worship team, through follow up, the children’s team- small groups and through the administrative team.  

The administrative team – are those who are gifted in finance, administration, folding and stuffing bulletins, planning the calendar, Setting up for events, advertising, banners, signs. They hold the administrative part of the church together and they work hand in hand with the other teams. 

To discover your spiritual gift and learn the way That God wants you to fit into the church body doesn’t have to come through an extensive test. It can be quite simple. Just look at the church and find a place that you sense you may have a passion for or feel a need that you are to serve there. 
God doesn’t want us just to attend church – He wants each of us to be the church.

First serve in your gift.

The second WAY TO SERVE THAT GIVES GOD THE GLORY IS TO SeRve As A good manager.
A manger is responsible for anothers rescources. If you are a manger of a store you are reapsonsble for the owners store, the inventory, the people, the money ect…

As believers in Christ we are given the gifts of God’s grace to serve one another. It is our responsibility to be good mangers to ensure that not only do we use the gift, but we use the gift to glorify God. 
The problem is that only a small number of people will use their lives to serve God.

In verse eleven, Peter divided the spiritual gifts two categories, the Apostle Paul make a more extensive list but Peter divides it into speaking and serving gifts. Those who speak are pastors, teachers, evangelists and others who preach and teach God’s word. Those of us who do this, we must not speak of our own ideas, but faithfully declare God’s words to others. 
This is not a task that can be taken lightly. James warns others about being teachers of God’s Word 

“Not many should become teachers, my brothers, knowing that we will receive a stricter judgment”
We have to be good managers of what we are teaching. Whoever speaks is to speak as if they are speaking the very WORD of God. That means if God has you gifted in preaching or teaching, either adults or children, do a good job. Take it seriously when it comes to preparation. Don’t just think you can wing it without preparation. When I am preparing I know ahead of time what I am going to speak about- I study, I read other articles and other things – Pastor Gil studies the Word before it is preached, the worship team practices how they will lead us in worship in song, that is managing the gift that God has given you. 
It also goes to those who serve, we must minister to the needs of others and not just ourselves. You must be prepared to serve in the capacity of where you are.
For example, if you are serving others as a greeter in the church, you cannot show up 5 minutes before service- you must be here early to prepare to serve all those who walk in the door- pointing people to restrooms, where to sit, handing out bulletins, helping people in out the doors. You have to manage yourself and the gift of serving up God’s grace to all people., you must be prepared. 
We must manage ourselves and the gift that God has given us, because you have been given a great reasonability. 
The FIRST WAY TO SERVE THAT GIVES GOD THE GLORY IS TO Serve in your gift. 

#2 SeRve As A good manager.

Then the third way to serve THAT GIVES GOD THE GLORY IS TO serve with the StrengtH of the Lord.
Look back at verse 11

“if anyone serves it should be from the strenght God provides”
One important teachings in the Bible is that we must rely on God, people cannot serve God and others with our own power, we need the power and strength of God. 

We see ordinary people who were called to serve God, but they could not serve without the power of God.

Moses for example- at the age of 80 went back to Egypt and faced pharaoh, he led the millions of people out of Egypt, across the wilderness for 40 years he needed to rely on the strength of God. When Joshua was to take the millions of people into the promised land, he relied on the strength of God. When David went to battle Goliath, the entire Army was terrified, but David had the strength of God. 
When Shadrach, Meshack and Abednego were put into the fiery furnace they came out unharmed because of the strength and pretense of God.

When Jesus ascended into heaven and gave the disciples their last instructions, the disciples moved forward and impacted the entire world with the strength of God. When Paul was beaten and imprisoned for the Gospel, he relied on the strength of God.

Peter not only knew but he lived it, that only way to serve God completely was through His strength. 

As we serve one another often it won’t be easy.  There will be times as you serve that you may feel unappreciated, you might feel depressed as though you are not making a difference in people’s lives, there will be times when people desert you, there may be a time of physical exhaustion or even times when you just don’t feel like serving. there will be times where you want to give up. You might have times where you feel like your family is being attacked by the enemy, where you yourself might become sick. It is in these times Peter tells in all times Peter tells us that we must serve with the strength of God. 
The Bible tells us that “whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.”

As I look over myself and my wife’s lives, I see where the only way that we made it through serving others was with the power of God. When our Church began FaithFest a Christian Concert Festival with 19 different performances, held in the very streets of the second largest mardi gras where we over 5,000 people come through and heard the Word God, we relied in the strength of God. When God had me take on the Saint Louis Cardinals about no more drinking establishments in the area, for 7 straight months it was accomplished through the strength of God. When we as a church decided to take the cross to the streets on Good Friday we have the strength of God.

When it feels like you cannot go on- you need the strength of God.

My life verse is Philippians 4:13 “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me”
And you know something that no matter how many times I am reminded of what God has done with me in the past - There is not a day that goes by that I don’t need to reminded that I need His strength and of His power to serve others. 

What about you? 
SERVING OTHERS BRINGS GLORY TO GOD.

#1 Serve in your gift. 

#2 SeRve As A good manager.

#3 serve with the StrengtH of the Lord.

Invitation 
