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iSERVE - Part 3 

ILLUMINATING JESUS   

Matthew 5:13-16
 PASTOR TIMOTHY JONES                       March 18, 2018 
On Thursday the pedestrian bridge that was put in place in Miami to give college students a safe passage across the busy six lane road, collapsed. The people who died in this tragedy were all caught by surprise. That bridge gave no warning, it just came crashing down on the people and they died.  Here is a learning lesson for us about this. Listen to me folks, you have to make sure that you are right with God. They had no warning, they had no chance to seek forgiveness, the bridged collapsed and in an instant, they are in eternity, weather heaven or Hell. Listen. We are not guaranteed 20 minutes from now much less tomorrow.  
Now, we are certainly glad that you are worshipping either here at the Road Church or online with us this Lords Day. 
But, make no mistake about it, it was Christ Jesus who went to the cross, sacrificing Himself so that our sins (the very thing that keeps us from God) could be forgiven and that because of the blood of Christ that the law would be Fulfilled so that we would be seen righteous before God the Father and all you have to do – is confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord -by doing so you admit that you are sinner and you want to change your ways and believe in your heart that God rose Him from the dead – that is what we call faith…The Bible says that you will be saved… Jesus is the ultimate bridge between man and God and listen no matter what this life holds Jesus will never, ever collapse on you.  SO I plead with you today that, I plead with you not to be taken by surprise, but be ready., Be ready. That is what these next few weeks are all about!

Next Sunday is Palm Sunday and Pastor Gil will be bringing a powerful message, then in two weeks will be Easter and we are very excited about Easter Weekend – beginning with, the Cross Walk on Good Friday, then we are having our Good Friday Service, then Saturday, we need a lot of volunteers to come And give us a hand for our Easter Egg Hunt, then Sunday is the Easter Celebration. It is a jammed packed weekend of Hope, faith and love and we will see that the greatest of these is love.
But before we get to those future days, God willing, we need to finish our sermon series. 
Now if you have missed the last couple weeks, we have been talking about how God wants us to be servants of Him and Servants to one another, we are calling that iserve. Iserve is the catalyst to defining our church serving the way God intended us to serve. 

Our vision is through the Love for God and the Love for People we engage our communities with the Gospel to change the World. And we believe that we the church can get there through our Iserve teams. 
Now Iserve is all about Kingdom building and Kingdom serving, the very things that God calls each of His children to do. Amen?

In the last couple weeks, we talked about how Jesus served not only His disciples by taking on the role of the servant by washing their feet, but also how Jesus served us by cleansing our hearts on through the work on the cross. Jesus is the example to each of us of how He wants us to serve one another.

Then last week we titled our sermon 

SERVING ONE, SERVING ALL, SERVING FOR THE GLORY OF GOD.
And we talked about putting serving in motion and how serving others glorifies God through our 8 iserve teams. 
The Outreach team, 1st Impressions, tech and worship team, follow up, Children’s, small groups and the administrative team. 

Then we said that to there are THREE WAYS THAT GOD WANTS US TO SERVE TO GLORIFY HIM.
1. Serve in our gift = Each of us has a gift to use to edify or encourage others. 

2. Serve as a good manager – Managers are responsible for another’s resources and the Gift that we receive from God is God’s, given to us serve one another.  So we must serve as good managers of the gifts we have been given.
3. Serve with the strength of the Lord- we need the strength of the Lord to Serve, when we attempt to serve on our own power, we fail, but when we have God’s strength we cannot fail at what He calls us to do. 

Today we are talking about as we serve God through the example of Christ, using our gifts as good managers with the strength of God we are to Illuminate Christ Jesus. 
So, open your Bibles or Aps with me to the New Testament Book of Matthew, Matthew Chapter 5. 

Matthew 5 and when you get there let me know by saying ISERVE. 

Now it is thought by theologians that Matthew’s author was unknown, however the early church fathers held on to the idea that it was written by Matthew. Matthew whose name means gift from God, was a tax collector who when called by Jesus, left his tax collector booth to follow Jesus and then became one of the 12 disciples. 
The book of Matthew was written to show its readers through Matthews eyewitness testimony that Jesus is the true Messiah. 

In other words, to illuminate that Jesus was the Messiah. 

In the 5th Chapter we find that Matthew outlines Jesus’ Sermon on the mount.  The sermon as a whole describes what the followers of Jesus are expected to be like.  So if you really want to know what Jesus expects of you as a follower just read the Sermon on the Mount. 
The Sermon begins with Jesus sitting with His disciples on the side of a mountain and He begins with what we call the Be-Attitudes. At the end of the Be- Attitudes is were we find our scripture for today. So if you are there in Matthew 5 let’s begin reading with from verse 11.  

“You are blessed when they insult and persecute you and falsely say every kind of evil against you because of Me. 12 Be glad and rejoice, because your reward is great in heaven. For that is how they persecuted the prophets who were before you.
Let’s pause there for a moment. I don’t know about you but I don’t like it when people lie about me. When people falsely accuse me of things and say evil things about me… I really don’t like it. It frustrates me, it hurts me, it makes me mad sometimes, often times I don’t see it as people persecuting me for Jesus, I see it as a personal attack on me and sometimes it makes me question God and myself. And I am sure that you don’t like it either… 

I have never heard anyone say, I enjoy being persecuted.  
But Jesus says to be glad and rejoice and here is why.. Because when we serve God, when we serve one another and even our communities we are to have this enormous influence over the world. Look at verse 13.
“13 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt should lose its taste, how can it be made salty? It’s no longer good for anything but to be thrown out and trampled on by men.

14 “You are the light of the world. A city situated on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 No one lights a lamp and puts it under a basket, but rather on a lampstand, and it gives light for all who are in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before men, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.”

 Which brings us to our Big Idea today:
Our Big Idea is: When you serve you become a reflection of the Light of Jesus. 

The World says that when you serve you are a good person, But the Bible teaches us that when we serve God, We serve one another and when we serve in the community we are a reflection of Christ Jesus in our lives. 

Remember the first week when Jesus finished washing the disciples feet- He said 
“I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you.”
From my first day in the Army I was taught to lead by example, maybe they got this principle from Jesus, because that is exactly what Jesus teaches us, He says ok, I have done it, now I want you to go out and do it. He says I know that you will be persecuted over it. I know that when everyone else is going against me that you will have to stand for me, I know that serving others by my example won’t be easy, I know that when you are in the church and you begin to serve people they might question you.

I remember when my first pastor retired and I told the deacons that I wanted to step up and serve the church as a deacon. It was a difficult decison not because I felt God leading me, but rather because I felt like the congregation wouldn’t support me. I knew I was called to help lead the church, but I did not feel as if the church would accept me for it. Because after all there are many who wouldn’t accept Moses, or the disciples or even the apostle Paul. 
The point here is that when we serve Jesus, if and when persecution comes we should be glad because it should tell us that we are reflecting who Christ is. 

So Jesus gives us two illustrations of what a person should be like who serves like him. 

First is found in verse 13 Jesus said:

YOU ARE THE SALT OF THE EARTH. 
Salt in the days of Jesus was known for its preserving and cleansing quality. It kept meat from decaying so rapidly and it also was used as a seasoning, much like today.
But salt in the biblical times was also symbolic, salt often took on a religious significance as it was commanded that salt was used in offerings in Lev 2:13.
In Biblical times, salt was so valuable that it was used for money. In fact, our modern word salary is derived from the word salt. The Latin word salarium means "salt money" and it referred to the allowance of salt that was paid to Roman soldiers. 
It was so common that If a soldier did not carry out his duties others would say that he wasnt worth his salt.

Even today, in some parts of the world, salt is one of the most prized commodities. Salt is valued because of its properties as a condiment and preservative, along with its necessity for our bodies.
Just as salt was required in all sacrifices, so Jesus is saying that we are to be "salty," to be salt of the earth. 
Our world is sitting in its own decay of ignorance, rejection of God and wickedness, people are in need of Jesus! 
This is why, Christ sends His believers to season the world, through their lives, through the of teaching of scriptures and serving one another with the knowledge and grace of the gospel!
But, Let’s face it folks- the church has lost its taste with the world!

And what happens to salt that losses its taste? Pure salt never loses its taste, but Jesus was talking about the dead sea salt which had other minierals that attributied to the taste of the salt and over tine it would loose it taste,
Verse 13 says “It’s no longer good for anything but to be thrown out and trampled on by men.”
Isn’t that what has happened in our world today? We need security teams to protect the congregations, most churches live and die by each week of offerings. The majority of all churches in America are small churches with less-than 100 people. It is estimated that there are from all denominations anywhere from 3500 – 4000 churches that close each year. In the same research it is founded that half of all churches did not add one new member through conversion last year.
Churches are not reaching the lost anymore too many are just trying to hang on to what they have..

You see we have lost the saltyness.

But I believe that Jesus knew that the church would become tasteless to the world. He knew that the church would lose its taste and mankind would begin to trample over the church. Society has gone to great length to keep families away from Church, by offering to have children’s football games on Sundays, basketball games, soccer games on Sundays. Things that are done on Sundays today we not done 50 years ago. Society is doing everything they can to prevent kids from coming to church and getting a taste of Jesus. The taste for church has been taken directly out of the mouths of people. 
Let me ask you this question: When you eat something that is salty what happens?

You become thirsty, and the thirst for the word of God has become less and less in our world today. Even in todays church most large churches, people want know is to hear how they can prosper today with the word of God not what Jesus says that your reward in heaven will be great! No people without the taste of the salt, without the thirst want the or reward today. 
Folks listen to me, Just as salt was required for sacrifices in the Old Testament, Jesus calls His followers to be the salt of the World by calling us to go into all the world and preach the good news and as such we are to season the earth. 

SO how do we get back our saltiness? 
I believe that Jesus gives us the answer of how to become salty again – how to regain the taste and thirst for God and His word in these scriptures.
#1 We are the Salt of the World  

#2 YOU ARE THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD

Jesus is not issuing a command but rather he is stating a fact: Look back at verse 14 -16 with me
 “You are the light of the world. A city situated on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 No one lights a lamp and puts it under a basket, but rather on a lampstand, and it gives light for all who are in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before men, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.”
This is the answer
I am the light of the World – say that with me 

I am the light of the world- say it again – I am the light of the world.

Do you believe it? 

Do you believe that you are the answer to how the church can become salty and thirst for God again?

Do you believe that you can catapult others to taste God and have a thirst for Him?

When we serve we are a reflection of the Light of Jesus to the world and as we serve it will illuminate Jesus in the lives of those who we are serving. 

Jesus said this about John the Baptist after he was executed in John 5:35 “John was a burning shinning lamp” - meaning that he was a testimony of Jesus.
Jesus said “I am The Light of the World” (John 8:12) anyone who follows me will not walk in darkness but will have the light of life.
The Bible says in John 1 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.2 He was with God in the beginning. Verse 4 Life was in Him, and that life was the light of men.
You see folks we are not the source of light, rather we are the reflection of light that lives within us. And we must reflect the light of Christ.  
Pricilla Sheer a well know women’s ministry leader had an illustration of Michael Jacksons video fo the song Billy Jean and she said; As Michael danced in the video, squares underneath his steps would light up in a very cool effect. The director had told him beforehand how important it was for him to follow the choreography exactly, even though he knew Michael was so super talented that he could do his OWN thing and still be amazing. But, if he just danced however he felt like it, the squares would not light up because they were programed to match the written choreography perfectly.
Folks the Bible tells us in Ephesians 2:10 that we are God’s workmanship created in Christ Jesus for Good works, which God prepared beforehand and we should walk in them. 

Now follow with me you might be a talented person, with Kids, or with computers, with finances, or with people. Singing, or speaking and all though you can do great on your own, you might be wondering why your path isn’t lit. Maybe you are not stepping in the right squares that are set to be illuminated by the director. 

Psalm 119:105 says Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.
Here is my point- for us to be a reflection of the Light of Jesus we must serve to illuminate Jesus which then will bring the salt back to the lives of others.

The Word light that Jesus uses in this verse means a torch, a bonfire which is used to describe the people of God. 

The definition of light is the absence of darkness. The Bible describes the light as spiritual, illuminating, enlightenment, inner truth.

Paul told the Ephesians “For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord…” Ephesians 5:8).
Notice with me that Jesus points out three things about the Light

#1. Jesus points out that a city on a hill cannot be hidden. 

You know when we first got here to this church almost 4 years ago, every person we encountered and told them about the church reacted in two ways when I mentioned Southfield Road Baptist Church –first they had family members who left the church- and second almost everyone else asked “were is that?” and of course we say right next to Arby’s and people would say that they went to Arby’s all time but never noticed the church. We are right next door! 
But we had been hidden, there was no light shining.

The reason a city on a hill cannot be hidden is because there is not just one single light, but it is the collection of many lights.

Here is the thing- if we want to be a church that is not hidden then we have #1 serve the people that we have with the gifts that God has given to us. Not just the pastor, Not just the associate pastor, not the just the pastors wives- when the church serves one another the church begins to be excited about what they are doing and the word begins to spread like the light in darkness and people begin to wonder what is that church doing that is attracting the people. 

That is where our IServe teams come into place, as we serve one another and the community our lights collectively will be shining. 

We have to do this as a group of people illuminating Jesus Christ in our service to one another. We need more lights!
The second thing Jesus points out about the light is don’t hide the lamp. Verse 15
Notice 2 things about the lamp- 

#1 one it is not to be hidden

#2 that it is to be placed in the house were the light can be seen by all people. 

No one lights a lamp and puts it under a basket, but rather on a lampstand, and it gives light for all who are in the house. 
The Lamp during that time were a type of clay pot of sorts with oil and wick and the lamp. Jesus states the obvious. No one intentionally hides a lamp under a basket.  It would defeat the purpose and plan of the light. Rather the lamp is put on a lampstand for the very purpose to give light to the whole house. 
Today’s life is much easier, when the night falls or darkness comes all we have to do is flip the switch to turn on the lights.
It is not doubt to me that a lot of people use this very method for Jesus- when dark times come- they flip the switch hoping for the light and power of Christ to save them. 
As a Christian, your light has been turned on by God. You have been born from above. You have the light of Men in you, therefore the life and service of a Christian has influence over the lives of others and we are to be seen visibly by all. That is the purpose for the lampstand, it used to illuminate the whole house with light.
The third fact Jesus points out about the light is its purpose.

In the same way, let your light shine before men, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.”
Yesterday, I was thinking of that song “This little light of mine” what does it say? Im going to let it shine..
There was a purpose for the light (JESUS) to come into the dark and cold world its purpose is to reconcile people back to God. Through Salvation. 
And Jesus tells us that the reason our lights are supposed to shine is so that people will see our good works and it will cause them to Glorify God.  

Look back at the  16 In the same way let your light shine before all men and here is the key word SO-

And here is where it gets sticky- Pastor, I tell people all the time that I am a Christian- I put it on my Facebook pastor- but Facebook is all about likeminded friends and often that is where it stops. Yes, it is important for people to know you are a Christian, but it is more important that they see your life of service to God as a reflection of Jesus’ service to mankind. 

The most powerful method of sharing your light is through serving God and others.

Jesus tells us that -In the same way a light gives light to people in a dark room, we are to be the reflection of the light of Christ in a dark world, though our good works. 
Paul used the term “good works” 8 times in his letters to Timothy and Titus. It was critical that Paul, Timothy and Titus urged the members of God’s church to practice and maintain a pattern of doing good in serving others. If they did not learn to do this, their light would not shine.
Is your light shining?

#1 We are to be the salt of the world

#2 We are to be the light of the world 

