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Sermon Series:                                                                 Under Construction building Character

Part 1 BREAKING GROUND

2 Corinthians 5:16-21
Prayer- Father God in Heaven – You know our needs before we speak, because You are THE ONE AND ONLY GOD. Your Word says that You are the creator of all things in existence and that includes Your people right here and listening around the world. Father as we take this time to study Your Word let us focus solely on You and Your will in our lives. May we praise Your name as Your Word is revealed to us today. May You use Your servant through the power of the Holy Spirit so that all who hear will hear and see Your truth set before us today. 
In the name of Jesus Christ Your Son we pray these things--- Amen and Amen.

It is good to be in the house of the Lord today! 

God has been so good to me- He has blessed me with many people to share my life with. And you are some of those who He has blessed me with.

This year we began praying for Christ-like Character and Christ-like commitment amen… And as we have been praying for this change in us, I knew that God would want us to speak about and to bring to light this truth to you. We can pray for Christ-like character and commitment, but it is up to us to decide to have it. 

Today we begin with a new sermon series called UNDER CONSTRUCTION
Construction is the process of building something for a purpose. 
Everywhere you look there seems to be new construction, often times tearing down the old to build the new. 
Throughout this series we will be speaking about how we are always in a place of rebuilding and growing as disciples of Christ. As children of God we should always be in a place of rebuilding as we learn to grow in character and commitment of Jesus Christ.
Wouldn’t you agree with me that Construction zones are not places of peace and contentment? They are chaotic and dangerous. Most people will say that they are messed up places, and oftentimes unsightly places to look at. Road Construction zones have lots of bumps, lane changes, starts and stops, backed up delays, and falling hazards, they are dirty, noisy, disorganized, confused, untidy, hectic and disgusting places. YET, if you are talking to the Architect, they will say that the construction zone is beautiful despite of all of the chaos that is going on because they envision what the end product is going to be, they know that what they are looking at is the process of progress. 
Now I just spent three days listening to some of the world’s most respected and gifted speakers, trainers and coaches on leadership. And one of the most important things that they said over and over is that you can have all the tools given to you to grow, but it is up to you to do something with the tools to achieve growth. 

Listen to me folks your attitude will determine your growth. 

Today I will be speaking to you about three points about growth.
But before we get there I want to tell you that growth takes us to do the one thing that we don’t like to do and that is to change. I have often said that for God to take you from where you are today to where He wants you to be, it requires you to change. 
Let me see by a show of hands; How many of you want to be the person that God wants you to be? 

It will require you to change. Folks sometimes change is hard, sometimes it hurts. Now I know that many people don’t like change, but we also know that it is inevitable in life. Things change we change, politics changes, laws change, the world is changing. Some people wont change because they are stubborn, some are afraid to change, some feel they lack the power to change for others they don’t know how to change. 
Look to your neighbor and say “I NEED TO CHANGE”

Now in order for us to change it will mean that we must break new ground, we must understand who God wants us to be. 

 So, who does God want us to be? What Let’s find out together- Open your Bibles with me the book of 2nd Corinthians chapter 5, 2ndCorinthins can be found if you first find the book of Acts then Romans, then you will find 1st Cor, then 2nd- chapter 5. And when you get there let me know by saying “Amen”.
16 From now on, then, we do not know anyone in a purely human way. Even if we have known Christ in a purely human way, yet now we no longer know Him in this way. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away, and look, new things have come. 18 Everything is from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19 That is, in Christ, God was reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed the message of reconciliation to us. 20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, certain that God is appealing through us. We plead on Christ’s behalf, “Be reconciled to God.” 21 He made the One who did not know sin to be sin for us, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.
Chapter 5 begins with the future of Christians after death verse 1 says “For we know that if our temporary, earthy dwelling is destroyed, we have a building from God, an external dwelling in the heavens”
Paul is the author of this letter to the church in Corinth and we must understand Paul process here. Paul is using the argument of Since we have an external dwelling in the heavens, we must now live for Christ and as such we are to continue to build ourselves to the people we are supposed to be and to continually build the kingdom. Let me say that no matter we are in the building stage for the kingdom or for ourselves it can get a little messy. After all we are dealing with the imperfections of mankind, the desires of the hearts. So, Paul outlines for us that we are to do three steps. But before we get to those three steps, I want to share with you the Big Idea for today. The big idea comes straight from our text. Do you have your sermon notes page ready? 
Our big idea is this: 

BREAKING NEW GROUND SETS, THE FOUNDATION FOR GROWTH. 
I watched the complete construction of the new Arby’s, they spared no cost for the project to be done right. They began by breaking ground to set the new foundation. Tearing down the old building that was there and unearthing new ground. There is already ground there, but they must break ground to get to the depth they need for the foundation to be set. Remember that you already have a foundation of Salvation (Christ is our foundation). The Bible says in 1 Cor 3:11 “For no one can lay any other foundation than what has been laid down. That foundation is Jesus Christ.”  You see we have a fundamental knowledge of who we have become, but every time spiritual growth happens in a Christians life, we have to break new ground within us. Now wouldn’t you agree with me, that growth takes change within us, therefore; for us to grow spiritually it will require a cost. You will have to make way for the new you.
Within Paul’s argument he gives us three steps that we have to take to set the additional foundation of growth within us. 

The first step, you may want to write this down, the First step is:

You have to stop looking at things from a human perspective. You will grow immensely by this step. 
Look back at verse 16 with me
“From now on, then, we do not know anyone in a purely human way. Even if we have known Christ in a purely human way, yet now we no longer know Him in this way.” 
Remember Paul’s argument- because our bodies will die and we have been built a place in heaven you have to stop looking at things from a human perspective. 

You see how we view things determines how we do things. (x2)
I was on the airplane heading to Orlando a 3-hour flight, which beats the 15-hour drive. But I was there and all of the sudden I felt something hitting my seat. So, I looked back and I seen that it was a young boy innocently playing a game and swinging his foot that hit my seat. I looked at his mother who was resting and I looked at the father who also had his eyes closed. I thought to myself I have three ways of dealing with this: 
1. I could wake one of the parents and complain.
2. I could reach around and tell the 9 year to knock it off and give my mean look. OR

3. I could rejoice for two reasons: I could feel the boy kicking the seat because that meant I wasn’t paralyzed or dead. And second that his parents were resting comfortably. 

My knee jerk reaction was to grab his foot and say something which would have cause a problem, for him, but once I looked around and seen it from a different perspective my attitude changed. So, I listened to my Christian music, praised God I could feel it, read my book while the young man enjoyed his game and while the parents got some needed rest. You see how I viewed things determined how I did something about it. 
Paul said the to the Philippian Christians “Make your own attitude that of Christ” Paul also said to them “Live your life in a manner worthy to the gospel”

Paul also said to the Colossian Church Colossians 3 verse 1 and 2 “Seek what is above” and “set your minds on what is above, not what is on earth”.

For each of us if we are to gain Christ-like character, it requires us to take our eyes off what we have been taught all those year in life. You see we have been programed from before we had come out of the womb to be aggressive, to act on what we want, to be bold enough to speak our minds. Yet, Christ was nothing like the people in the world. That is why people followed Him- He was incredible, He ate with sinners, healed the sick, brought hope to the hopeless.
For us to gain Christ like Character we must begin to look and seek on what is above.

Let me give you four ways to have a greater perspective.

1. Trust in God for all things.

2. Add value to people.

3. Reciprocate God’s love to others.

4. See things from a different perspective because who you see is who you will be.

The first step; stop looking at things from a human perspective. 
The second step to set the foundation of Growth is we have to stop living in the old and begin living in the new. 

Once we are saved, we still have a lot of old within us. I call it sediment.

Sediment is a matter that settles at the bottom of liquid.

I had my Jeep worked on recently. I needed a new gas pump which is located in the Gas tank. After all was said and done, they took 2 to 3 inches of sediment from the bottom of the gas tank. They had to remove the tank, clean it out and put it all back together again. It wasn’t an easy task.
And it wasn’t easy on the wallet either. 

What I have found is that when we want to grow, when we want to bring in the new, we have to go through the pain staking task of removing old sediment from the old life to replace it with new growth in Christ Jesus.  

When I was about 15 years old, I was at the local roller rink, because skating was my life. I loved skating, I could go backwards, do circles and a lot of other stuff. When those songs come on that I skated to- I get going a little if you know what I mean. But one Saturday night I was skating backwards as I talked with some friends and a little boy fell and I trip over him breaking my wrist… 

Show of hands how many of you have broken a bone before? Not a happy thing is it?
When that wrist snapped and I heard it, I knew it.

In the ER- They had to set my wrist- essentially, they were setting it so that it could grow correctly. It hurt as the pulled it for that few seconds. I had to have that cast on for a couple months. And even after removing the cast my arm did not work because I had to build the strength back up.  When we are getting rid of the old it can be painful because we are resetting the old so that we can grow new.
The whole premises of this verse goes back to the argument of Paul’s- Since our earthly building is destroyed we have a new building with God and because of that Paul says we must get rid of the sediment of the old life. Our old nature—natural pride, love of sin, reliance on works, and our former opinions, habits and even passions. Then we put on the new growth of Christ.
The Bible tells us in Romans 6:4 “walk in the newness of Christ Jesus”. 
Romans 12:2 also says: 
“Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may discern what is the good, pleasing, and perfect will of God.”
It’s hard to know the perfect will of God if we have to get through all the sediment of our old life. That sediment prevents us from growing in Christ- like character. 
Here are 2 ways to put on the new.

1. Have a heart for growth- have a desire to rid yourself of what’s preventing your growth.

2. Demonstrate your faith through your life. 

And remember what you believe about life determines your how you will live your life. 
Once we have stopped looking at things from a human perspective.
Once, we have stopped living in the old and begin living in the new. 

Then the third step of the foundation of growth is start being Christ’s ambassadors.

Verses 18-21 

“Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, certain that God is appealing through us. We plead on Christ’s behalf, “Be reconciled to God.” 21 He made the One who did not know sin to be sin for us, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”

Paul says that Christ’s earthly ministry was completed and that He has now give the work of the ministry to man-kind. And because of that as we grow in Christ-like Character we become like Him. 

Ambassador means that we are diplomatic officials of the highest ranking sent by Jesus as His resident representative. Paul uses this word Ambassador to mean that we are representatives for Christ- the representative is charged with presenting God’s plan of reconciliation to the World.
When you are God’s Ambassador you are always at the right place for His timing. 

At the leadership conference I attended in Orlando this past week. I had 4 opportunities to be an ambassador for Christ. On Wednesday night I spoke of three incredible stories. We had a Church service on Monday morning. The place was packed full of people from all over the world. I went to get my seat and I sat at a random table. At my table were 3 other people. One was a young lady from Romania the other was a young man from India. The music was all the right music that I liked so that was good, the preaching was great and then it happened the alter call. Listen folks 100’s of people came forward. As I was praying, I looked up and all three people were gone. 

The girl came up and she was crying- so began to talk to her, she told me she gave her heart to God. I sat down with her and began counseling her, she said a profound thing- she said she felt God putting back together all the broken pieces of her heart. I spent a long time with her. After she left the young man from India showed up smiling for one ear to the other. He too just gave his life to Christ- I then sat down and encouraged him and counsel him as well. 

Later that day the young lady came up to me and thanked me for talking with her. The next day I saw the young man, he thanked me as well for spending time with him.

We took a tour bus back and forth from our hotels. and one evening I got on the bus and it was packed- I saw a seat open next to a young man from South Africa who was an engineer. We began to talk about God, because he asked me what did I do. He said that he had a lot of questions about God and I began to answer some of his questions. The most important question was about trusting God. He was married so, I asked did he trust his wife completely when he met her? No, he said but now he had complete trust in her. I told him that is what it is with God as you grow into your relationship you trust him more and more. It was like a light went off in his head, I could see it on his face he finally understood.
Three encounters where I was the ambassador for Christ. But as I promised the Wednesday night group- there is a fourth story-

When we registered at the hotel, we all got badges. Here is mine- they all had color coded stickers- mine was white- and the number was the number of the table. I got to the table and we all began introducing ourselves and there was________ she was from Venezuela. She moved to the US, but her family is still there. Although the country voted on a new president the old dictator is running the military and not letting aid got to the people. She was telling me that her mother and family had no food, no power, no water. She asked for us to pray for her family and her country. I asked if we could pray right there on the spot. The whole table prayed with us as we prayed for the family and her country. The next day I asked how her family was doing and she said they now have power. Each day I would ask her how her family was and that I was praying for them and each day she had a better report from the last. 

The funny thing I did not notice until the last hours of the conference is that I was at the wrong table this whole time. YES, I SAID I WAS AT THE WRONG TABLE. You see the name tag had a white tag with the number 449, which is the area and number of the table I was at. But I read it upside down and went to table 446. Listen to me- God knew where I needed to be. I was at the right place for the God’s right time.

We often cannot see God’s plan at the time but as Ambassadors we should be ready at any time. As an Ambassador our job is to be there to help reconcile people back to God. We must be ready and willing to do so.
Early, I stated that growth comes at a cost- getting rid of the old sediment so that new growth can come. My question to you is; what cost are you willing to pay in order for you to obtain growth? 

Often our lives are just a big construction zone, filled with chaos, dirt, hazardous material and unorganized. To the naked eye they might see the mass amounts of imperfections. Yet through all of that God see’s past it, to the finished product that He wants you to be.

Make no mistake you are a master piece under construction and for that master piece to be seen we must break ground!
1. Look at the world through a new perspective.
2. Get rid of the old sediment to receive the new growth.
3. Be who God is calling you to become the ambassador of Christ.
Inviation.

