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Prayer:

Wow! Good Morning Road Church! Amazing worship. I want to begin by saying God is Good all the Time – Response - all the time God is Good! 

And I want to say thank you for everything and everyone who made me feel the love of God this past week. As many of you know my mother past away this week in a very unexpected way. 

And in the wake of having to make the most difficult decisions ever in my life, our church has stepped in and really lifted my wife and I up. Many you are sharing in the pain that we have, as evident in the great video. It has encouraged me in a way that you will never know. The Christian Community of not only this church but also state wide has offered condolences for the family. We are overwhelmed at that the Love. 
I wanted thank each of you and every one of you. 

We have been going through the book of 1st john now for 13 weeks, and let me tell you something God is up to something. 
Let me just recap a few of the things that John has taught us in this letter so far.

First that His audience was to the Christian Community Asia Minor, He did not write to a specific church. 
John’s theme is to get back to the basics of faith to combat the false teachers and the problems the church was having. John does this by laying out the foundational nature of truth and love in the context of the local church.

In the first half of the letter John speaks about having fellowship with God and having fellowship with other believers is at the heart of a The believer in Christ, that if we are walking in the fellowship with God than we are walking in light of God and that if we are walking in the light then we are keeping God’s Greatest commands of loving Him and loving others, and by doing so we can change the world.

The second half of this letter is about what it means to be a child of God. And again, love is at the heart of the letter. 

But John gives a twist in the second part of the letter by telling us these words “THIS IS HOW YOU KNOW” He is saying to the Christian communities and us today that there is an actual way to know that you are a child of God that you are doing the right things. 

We found so far in this second half that God loves you and me so much that He did something that people wouldn’t do; He sacrificed His own Son so that we would have the opportunity to be adopted into the Family of God. Jesus brought to life the very love that God has for each person in the world. And John’s mission in his life was not only to share that message but to share that love as well. 

Last week our talk was all about testing the speakers, writers, really everything in our lives that guide us as Christians. 

And we said that we have to test the spirit of the person who speaking into our lives and I hope that you caught that and that you have been applying that. Because you cannot believe everything that everyone says- we are not to be fooled by teachers. And I said this last week just because they have a title of Pastor, Bishop, deacon, Dr it doesn’t mean that they are speaking the truth of the Gospel.

So John gave us three test questions:

1. Do they confess Christ in their talking’s?

2. Do they live out Christ in their lives?

3. Do they speak the word of God?
If anyone of these are no, then you as a Christian should not be listening, because John says that there are many false teachers that have come out into the world. John tells us that by using this test we will know the Spirit of Truth and the spirit of deception. 
Well today I want to spend the time with you in the next part of 1 John.

Open your Bibles or your Aps with me to the New Testament Book of First John. First John chapter 4. Here is the easiest way to get to first John go to the back of the Bible and count 5 books forward Revelation, Jude, 3rd John, 2nd John and then you will find 1st John chapter 4 and when you get there let me know by saying Amen and for those on line let us know by typing amen. By the way I want to welcome those of you who are participating with us in Church on line. Thanks for being here. The new email address for me will be posted shortly that one from last week was wrong. We apologize for that mistake. 

Remember as we focus on the rest of this letter that John wrote to the Christian Community in Asia minor (which is Turkey today) He was writing them as the grandfather figure the faith about the basics of faith. 
What is the foundation of faith? It is what we have heard in the beginning that made us Christians that God loved us so much He gave us His one and only Son and that whoever calls upon the name of the Lord will be saved. 

And in this scripture today John is saying love is more than an emotion, it is more than feeling’s He is saying that is the Christian DNA. 

So, if you are there in 1 John chapter 4 begin reading with me from verse 7 and it begins like this:

Dear friends, let us love one another, because love is from God, and everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 The one who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9 God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent His One and Only Son into the world so that we might live through Him. 10 Love consists in this: not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11 Dear friends, if God loved us in this way, we also must love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God. If we love one another, God remains in us and His love is perfected in us.

13 This is how we know that we remain in Him and He in us: He has given assurance to us from His Spirit. 14 And we have seen and we testify that the Father has sent His Son as the world’s Savior. 15 Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God—God remains in him and he in God. 16 And we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and the one who remains in love remains in God, and God remains in him.

17 In this, love is perfected with us so that we may have confidence in the day of judgment, for we are as He is in this world. 18 There is no fear in love; instead, perfect love drives out fear, because fear involves punishment. So the one who fears has not reached perfection in love. 19 We love because He first loved us.
WOW!

What an incredible scripture to read, but to apply it to our lives is even more. You know preachers say that the most powerful sermon is one that is preached to the pastor before He preaches to the congregation. 
I don’t think that we are in this scripture today on accident. With all the things going on in my life right now surrounding my mother’s death. The guilt of the decisions that I have made, calling my family to a vote, signing the no resuscitation papers with hospice, deciding to take her off life support and slowly watching her pass. And the surroundings by which she has died, it is hard for me to love some people right now.
Maybe you feel it to, with all the things that happening in your life today, sickness, broken heartedness, relationships, depression, these are all things that affect us in a negative way. 

And it seems as though John understands this the greatest. Because for the third time in this letter he is calling us to love others. To love our brothers and sisters in Christ and to love others in the world especially when people are unlovable. Remember that Jesus said this is how the world will know you are His by the love we have for one another. 

And you know something folks I thought I had this down, as your pastor, as a Godly man knowing the scripture. I thought that I had loving people down, until this past week.
But then I read this scripture on last week Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, today and I realize that at this moment I am a hot mess, but God loves me even in my time stress, brokenness.

Which brings us to our Big Idea today:

Our Big Idea to and for the rest of our lives is this:

AT THE HEART OF OUR DNA IS LOVE.
John uses the word love 22 times in our scripture today, and some 46 times in the letter. 

The Bible describes John as the “THE DISCIPLE WHOM JESUS LOVED” IN JOHN 13:23

The very essence of Love is what the Bible is all about- if you were to describe the Bible in one sentence it would be GOD PURSUES A LOVE RELATIONSHIP WITH US.

You might be thinking this morning that God doesn’t pursue you, yet from what the scripture teaches and what I have witnessed in my life I know God is pursuing others. He pursues the relationship with you through many ways, through the truth of the Word, reading it, hearing it, reacting to it and applying it in life, through the Church, through relationships with others, others speaking into your life, through prayer and answered prayers, through trail and situations in your life, through death. The reason God pursues you is because of His great love that HE has for you. 

I will never forget the day that it happened to me- when I finally realized that God loved me and no matter what happened in the world, His love would always be there. (Small Test)

You see, from the Old Testament to the New Testament the Bible describes how we were created through God’s Love, how the relationship was broken because sin and since then God has been perusing His creation back to a loving relationship with HIM.

This book is about how God loves us and how HE wants us to love Him back. But, it’s not about just a onetime thing, God pursues us each day not only to have that relationship with HIM, but to grow in His love and to be an example of that love for others. 
Today I want to share with you the four truths of how love is at the core of our DNA as Christians.
The first truth is understanding that God that GOD IS LOVE.

Look at verses 7-8 with me in your text:

“Dear friends, let us love one another, because love is from God, and everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 the one who does not love does not know God, because God is love.”
The most fundamental, profound and deepest statements that John makes is found in verse 8, it is three words that have transforming power “GOD IS LOVE”.
Notice with me that the Bible says “GOD IS LOVE” not that love is God- why is this important? Because love is an attribute of God, it is WHO HE is. Which explains to us that God IS LOVE, then God had the attribute of love from the eternity past, which means before there was the foundation of the world, before people, God was love.

Now this has great purpose because when we look in the Gospel of John chapter 1 says that 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning.3 All things were created through Him, and apart from Him not one thing was created that has been created.”
The Father was in a face to face relationship with God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. This relational LOVE was, is and will always be an attribute of GOD.

Folks God is LOVE because of the relationship God the Father has with God the Son, and it is a relationship of Love.

Listen to what Jesus prays in John 17:24:

“Father, I desire those you have given Me to be with me where I am. then they will see My glory, which You have given me because you loved Me before the worlds foundation.”

God’s love extends beyond the confines of God the Son and God the Holy Spirit, God’s love extends to and is manifested through His created beings.

I have to remind you and myself this morning that GOD IS LOVE AND GOD LOVES YOU!

There is nothing like the Love of GOD in your life, it is the most overwhelming thing I have ever had. It is the greatest thing that God has done for you or me. 

1st Corinthians chapter 13- 4-7 gives us a glimpse of what God’s love is like, listen to this:

“Love is patient, love is kind. Love does not envy, is not boastful, is not conceited,5 does not act improperly, is not selfish, is not provoked, and does not keep a record of wrongs. 6 love finds no joy in unrighteousness but rejoices in the truth. 7 it bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.8 love never ends.
This describes God’s Love to us, this is not worldly love. 
In these last few days I have watched and felt the kind of world love that is out there through the death of my mother and it is nothing like the love from God. Here in John- he tells us that love is from God, that God is Love, and that He loves us.
To accept God’s love we must understand the fundamental truths of God.
The first truth is GOD IS LOVE.

The second truth is God has taken the initiative for us to love Him.
God has alway taken the initiative in this love relationship. 

Look at verse 9 “God sent His one and only Son into the world so that we might live through HIM”

It began before the world was formed.

Creation of the universe shows the extent of God’s love for each of us. God created everything for HIS people to survive and live on this earth within this universe. At creation God walked and talked with man- fellowshipped with Adam and Eve. God took the initiative so each person in the Old Testament would know and experience HIM, from Noah, Abraham, to Moses and the prophets. The same is true in the New Testament when Jesus selected the disciples- Jesus told the disciples you did not choose me, I choose you…  so that they could know Him and experience Him. He came to many people in the Bible so they could experience the love of God and what it meant to be in a relationship with HIM. God never intended for man to take His love and turn it into something that others could never attain. I know that sometimes mankind will get in the way of God’s love for us, and I have to tell you that it is a tragedy when that takes place, I will never forget years ago before I became a Christian I went to this church and a person told me that I did not worship God in the right way…people get in the way…
But listen to me folks, God makes that same statement today as He does in the Old Testament as HE does in the New Testament because HE wants each of us to experience His incredible love. 

. Look at verses 9-10 with me:

9 God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent His One and Only Son into the world so that we might live through Him. 10 Love consists in this: not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.

If God did not intend on us to have a loving relationship with HIM then why did He send His Son to die for us? 

For us today we can see that God initiated His love through creation, and because sin entered the world we needed redemption, so God’s love was initiated by Him sending His one and only Son for a final sacrifice so that no one would be excluded from God’s love. That word propitiation in verse 10 means that means to "to ease the anger and to regain favor”- 

So the sacrifice of Christ was God’s way to satisfy His anger and wrath because of sin, and for us to regain His favor and that is the significance of the sacrifice of Jesus. 

The Old Testament describes it the best as: 

“But He was pierced because of our transgressions, crushed because of our iniquities; punishment for our peace was on Him, and we are healed by His wounds.” ISAIAH 53:5

In the New Testament, the Bible says 

That:  Romans 3: 22-26

“God’s righteousness through faith in Jesus Christ, to all who believe, since there is no distinction. 23 For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 24 They are justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. 25 God presented Him as a propitiation through faith in His blood, to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His restraint God passed over the sins previously committed. 26 God presented Him to demonstrate His righteousness at the present time, so that He would be righteous and declare righteous the one who has faith in Jesus.”

Notice with me in both the Old and the New Testament it is God taking the initiative to reconcile us back to HIM. He is taking the initiative to pursue the loving relationship.

He could have said I created them, they fell away, forget them, but that is not what embodies God’s love. 

Look back at verse 9-10

9 God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent His One and Only Son into the world so that we might live through Him. 10 Love consists in this: not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.

We may be the ones separated from God because of the sin that prevails in our lives, but it is God that has done everything to ensure that we have a path back to His loving relationship. 

AT THE HEART OF OUR DNA AS CHRISTIANS IS LOVE
The first truth is GOD IS LOVE.

The second truth is; God has taken the initiative for us to love Him.

The Third truth is God created us in His image with the capacity to love and to be loved.

Look at verse 8

“The one who does not love, does not know God”

The absence of love in the life of an individual proves that he does not know God and is a stranger to God.

But when we do experience God and His love we find that we can be everything that God created us to be. 

Genesis chapter 1 verses 26-27 to me might be one of the greatest misunderstood scriptures in the Bible, it is absolutely simple yet the dynamics of it what it says is hard to understand. Verse 26:

Then God said let us make man in our own image, in our likeness, and let him rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth and over the creatures that move along the ground. 

Verse 27- So God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him, male and female He created them”
To understand the complexity of the creation and what it implies about us we must understand by nature who God is, we need to know all about God and then we can understand that we are created by Him in the likeness of Him, but We were not just created to look like God but we were created to be like God in his attribute and characteristics. We are not just a photo copy but we are to be a replica of who God is – therefore if God is love – look at later part of verse 7 “everyone who has been born of God Knows God” and not only do we experience His love but we were made with the capacity to love and to be loved.

Arthur Pink a man that has done great work in commentaries on the Bible said “There are many who talk about the love of God, who are total strangers to the love of God”

The truth is our thoughts and truths need to be formed and regulated not by the world but rather the scriptures, who tell us not only what God’s love is, but how we are also to love.

In the scripture we see that:

God’s Love is limitless: Ps 36:5,7

“Your love, O Lord reaches to the heavens, your faithfulness reaches to the skies,… How priceless is your unfailing love. 

God’s love is everlasting Ps 136:1-2

“Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good. His love endures forever”.

God’s love is faithful it includes kindness, mercy, faithfulness and forgiveness. 

God’s Love is invincible Romans 8:38-39

“For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from God’s Love that is in Christ Jesus our Lord” 

Look back at verses 8 and 16 John makes the statement that GOD IS LOVE, He is not saying that God possesses love, he is saying that Love is the very essence of God that it is His very Nature- not that HE loves but HE IS LOVE.

To say that God doesn’t love even in the darkest of times is to say that God doesn’t exist in those times, to say in our ugly times of my life and your life that God doesn’t love us, that is misunderstanding of who God is- when we misunderstand Gods love- we misunderstand our love for God and for one another. 

Listen folks, weather you are running towards God or running away from Him- God Loves you- it is HIS desire to have you back in that loving relationship. That is why John says in verse 9 “God’s love was revealed to us in this way God sent His one and only Son into the world so that we may live through Him”

Then Jesus before He goes to the Cross says to the disciples In John 15

“No one has greater love than this, that someone would lay down his life for his friends.”

This is the kind of love that we are made for not only to receive that love but to give that love. 

Verse 12 “God’s Love is perfected in us”, because He created us in His image for love and the capacity to love. 
The first truth is GOD IS LOVE.

The second truth is God has taken the initiative for us to love Him.

The Third truth is: God created us in His image with the capacity to love.

The Fourth truth our love for one another is proof of our love for God.

NOW DON’T MISUNDERSTAND ME! 

I am not saying that you have to proof your love for God, I am not saying that at all.
And I am not saying that there wont be arguments, disagreements, troubles. But knowing that we are made in the image and character of God, John shows us in verse 11 that “If God loved us in this way, we must also love one another” and that in 1st John 3:16 The Bible tells us that “this is how we come to know love: He laid down His life for us: we should also lay down our lives for our brothers.”
So Not only does GOD WANTS US TO ACCEPT HIS LOVE, but he wants us BE THE HOPE OF LOVE FOR OTHERS.
John rarely ever talks about the Love that God has for us without commanding us to love others in the exact way God loves us. God doesn’t leave to our own description – he doesn’t leave up to us- He tells what we are to look like in Love and that is God. The Bible says that “God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son that whoever believes in Him will have enteral life—this is how we come to know the love of God because He laid down His own life and because we are in the image of God with the character of God we should do the same for others

It is not doubt that God’s Love is perfected when it spills over into our relationships with others.

I am confident to say this because I am on the receiving end of your love. I am overwhelmed at the Love that you all have shown us. Through my mother’s death I am seeing the difference between the love in the world and the Love of God being manifested through the Church. You see The Life of Christ Jesus is to be manifested within others. The Life of Christ within you will create life in others you come in contact with in the church, in your neighborhoods, grocery store lines and everywhere else you go.

We are meant to be His light in this World.
Jesus bridges the gap between us and the Father. God continues to be active and continues to pursue the loving relation with us and He wants us to show that relationship to others so that they can have the same relationship with HIM.

Love comes from God- God is LOVE- God loves us and we are love others this is the DNA of a Christian. 
How do you know? Take a good look at verse 13- Again John tell us how we know that God is in us and we are in Him because of the Spirit- whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God – God remains in Him.
Folks make no mistake about it this morning God is pursuing you- He wants you to have a loving relationship with Him and to be the hope of love for others. Weather you have given your life and heart over to Jesus or not, God still pursues a loving relationship with you each and every day. 
The question remains how will you respond to The God of the universe pursuing you?
Invitation. 
