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FAKE NEWS

Part 6
Myth. WHEN GOD CLOSES A DOOR, HE OPENS A WINDOW
Acts 16:6-15

Hey welcome back to The Road where we strive to love God, love people and to connect with God’s missing to change the world. 
For the past several weeks in our sermon series Fake News we have been doing some investigative work into the sayings that many people believe are in the Bible, but are not. As the Barna Research Group found that an overwhelming number of people did not know that some of their favorite Bible quotes were not actually in the Bible. There are all sorts of people giving the Bible credit for things it doesn't actually say, and we want to make sure that we're not among them!

Many of these sayings come to us sounding like very wise proverbs that serve as signposts along life's journey - markers if you will to help us make sense of what we're going through and experiencing.
So far through our investigative work we have uncovered the truth behind the quotes like these:
“God helps those who help themselves”. It is fake news, because we learned that we have a God who helps those who depend on Him whether they can or cannot help themselves.
We also investigated the saying that many people say even today and that is “money is the root of all evil”. It is fake news because the Bible teaches it differently by saying “the LOVE for money is a root of all kinds if evil”
Then my favorite thus far is the great saying that “God won’t give you more than you can handle”. We learned that it is not true because the Bible teaches us over and over again that God does give people more than they can handle to draw them closer to Him and to rely on His power.

We then tackled the very popular saying that “everything happens for a reason”. We learned that some things happen because they just happen and while many things do happen for a reason, God is not the reason for all things.
Then last week we investigated the very popular Bible fake news story in our culture that; “God moves in mysterious ways”. But the Bible teaches us that God maybe mysterious, but He wants us to know His ways. We also learned that they way we can know God’s ways for our lives is to pursue Him, to change our thinking, and that we must change direction. 
Now next week we are tackling the ever-popular saying “Judge not less you be judged”. This is a great subject to invite the people you know to church.
Well today we are investigating the popular saying “When God closes a door, He opens a window”.

Let’s prepare our hearts for God’s message through prayer.

Praise - Request for God to hear - Confession

Scripture: tells us in Mathew 5:16 That if “two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them.”
 Request to hear us - close.
Take your Bibles or electronic devices and turn with me to the New Testament book of Acts. You can find the book of Acts if you locate the four gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, John then will be Acts. Acts is the 5th book in the New Testament Acts chapter 16.

The book of Acts in one of my favorite books of the Bible. It is the second book written by the Dr. Luke. He wrote it, believe or not, to one man by the name of Theophilus. The book of Acts records Jesus ascending to Heaven, the beginning of the church with an initial thrust of 3,000 as the church grew so did the opposition and persecution of the Church. It is where we see Saul who persecuted the church being converted to Christianity by Jesus and his name changed to Paul. We also see the beginning the missionary journeys by the Holy Spirit calling out Paul and Barnabas to go out and preach the Gospel and that set the motion of Paul planting many churches which we read throughout the New Testament. One of those missionary journeys is were we find our scripture today. 
If you are there in Acts chapter 16 let me know by saying “amen”. 
Do you believe that every time God closes a door, he opens a window? Do you believe that doors are opened and closed?  I have heard this said so many times in the church by God’s people, it might sound like great theology; But is it really? I have to say that this saying is the closest to the truth than all the others.
So, where did this saying come from?

What I found is that this saying has come from several people throughout time which has entered into our culture. 
Oscar Hammerstein inserted the saying into The Sound of Music, when Maria quotes the Reverend Mother “When God closes a door, He opens a window."
Alexander Graham Bell kept God out of it by saying, "When one door closes, another opens." 
Helen Keller said, "When one door of happiness closes, another opens."
No matter who said it and gets credit for it, this saying has become prominent in Church culture by which gives hope to many that God will always find a way to satisfy their hopes and fulfill their dreams. 
Many have seen the possible concept or connection in scripture like that of which we have today. If you are there in the book of Acts chapter 16 begin reading with me from the 6th verse. This is God’s Word and it begins like this:

“They went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia and were prevented by the Holy Spirit from speaking the message in Asia. 7 When they came to Mysia, they tried to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them. 8 So, bypassing Mysia, they came down to Troas. 9 During the night a vision appeared to Paul: A Macedonian man was standing and pleading with him, “Cross over to Macedonia and help us!” 10 After he had seen the vision, we immediately made efforts to set out for Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to evangelize them.

11 Then, setting sail from Troas, we ran a straight course to Samothrace, the next day to Neapolis, 12 and from there to Philippi, a Roman colony, which is a leading city of that district of Macedonia. We stayed in that city for a number of days. 13 On the Sabbath day we went outside the city gate by the river, where we thought there was a place of prayer. We sat down and spoke to the women gathered there. 14 A woman named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth from the city of Thyatira, who worshiped God, was listening. The Lord opened her heart to pay attention to what was spoken by Paul. 15 After she and her household were baptized, she urged us, “If you consider me a believer in the Lord, come and stay at my house.” And she persuaded us.”

In this passage we could say that God closed two doors for Paul and opened another to share the Gospel. Paul and his team decided to go on their second missionary journey to encourage the churches that they had planted and along the way share the gospel with others. Paul thought that he was doing what God called him to do, however God had other plans.  But the saying that when God closes a door, He opens a window in today’s world is most commonly used as a reassurance when we have a missed opportunity.
For us today we use it by saying something like: Ohh you didn’t get the job, don’t worry; when God closes a door, He opens a window. 
Think about what that implies that when we don’t get something or things don’t go according to our plan, God will show us an alternate way to fulfill our wants and desires. So, when He closes a door, he is not really saying no to us, but rather He is saying there is a different path to our happiness or fulfillment of our desires. But this doesn’t paint the accurate picture of who God is. However, God will close the way of our plans to open the way for His.
Which brings us to our Biblical Truth.

THE BIBLICAL TRUTH IS:
GOD SAYS NO TO OUR WILL, SO WE CAN YES TO HIS.
This is what we see in the scripture. I believe many people want to have a God that will give us what we want, when we want it and if He doesn’t then He failed us somehow. Yes, we have dreams, wants, desires, needs ect… but if we are Born-again than our duty is not to just to self, but rather to God’s will. I want you to know that when people think like this, they often close the doors themselves. What’s best to understand is that while God does open a door for us to do His will, we often close doors on ourselves.
At the end of chapter 15 it tells us: “After some time had passed, Paul said to Barnabas, “Let’s go back and visit the brothers in every town where we have preached the message of the Lord and see how they’re doing.”
Verse 41 says “He traveled through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches”.
Paul was on a mission to do something that He choose to do and that was to go back to all the places he went on His first missionary journey to see how they are and to encourage them. 

Now I know that most believers want to follow God’s will for our life, but sometimes we don’t know which way to go. Perhaps we’re standing at a crossroads, wondering which pathway is God’s will? Or maybe after making good progress, we suddenly encounter a closed door. So, the question comes what are we to do when the path we want to travel is blocked?
Our scripture teaches us how the Apostle Paul handled this very situation. These can be equated to steps to take when you feel God has closed a door. 

As we consider open and closed doors today, let’s take a look four things that we are to do when we find a closed door in our life.
The number one thing we should do when we feel God closed the door is this:

1 DON’T GET FUSTRATED!
Remember Paul and his team decided to go back to the cities where they converted people and that churches began. God did not tell him to do this, this wasn’t a revelation that he had, it was something that while on mission for God, he wanted to do. And to be honest it was a good move. In verse 5 it tells us “So churches were strengthened in the faith and increased in number daily.” So, we know that Paul’s 2nd missionary journey began very well, but look at what happened in verses 6-8.
“They went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia and were prevented by the Holy Spirit from speaking the message in Asia. 7 When they came to Mysia, they tried to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them. 8 So, bypassing Mysia, they came down to Troas.”

As Paul followed God, he encountered a closed door into Asian Minor. Then when he tried to head north toward the Black Sea, but God shut that door as well. He wasn’t frustrated at what happened. Notice that Paul kept on going to Troas. You know sometimes as a child of God can we can become frustrated especially if it seems as if doors of service and opportunity are constantly being closed on us. Yet I want you to know that when you encounter closed doors that often our disappointments will lead to God’s appointments. 

When we look at the Bible in reference of opened and closed doors, we find that there six times that it speaks of God opening a door of opportunity and although we can credit this scripture with doors being closed, the only place that we see that God closes a door. In Revelation 3:7 where Jesus is speaking to the church at Philadelphia and He says ““The Holy One, the True One, the One who has the key of David, who opens and no one will close, and closes and no one opens”.
While it is true that God closes doors, it is also true that He isn’t the reason for all the closed doors. When we are serving God and we encounter a closed door, we should not get frustrated because our first response is to question; who closed the door? Was it God’s doing? Or something else, sometimes other people “close” the door, and sometimes the devil and his demonic forces will try to place obstacles in the way of your service and devotion to make it look like a closed door. Sometimes we are the one who closes the door. So just because you encounter resistance or difficulty, it doesn’t necessarily mean God has shut the door. Therefore, do not get frustrated when God says no because, His no means there will be a greater yes in your future. If you are certain that God closed a certain door, don’t get frustrated just start looking for the new opportunity that He has open for you.
Which leads us to our second step that we should do when we feel God closed a door and that is:
2 LOOK FOR GOD’S DIRECTION.

Because God will direct us if we trust in Him. Remember that God says no to our will so that we will say yes to His. His plans and His will are what we should be continually seeking. 

We did a series a while ago on experiencing God by Henry Blackaby and in his book, he wrote: “When you begin to follow God and circumstances seem to close doors of opportunity, go back to the Lord and clarify what God said. He most often is not calling you to a TASK, but to a RELATIONSHIP. Through that relationship He is going to do something through your life.” (Experiencing God).

Notice with me verse 9 “During the night a vision appeared to Paul: A Macedonian man was standing and pleading with him, “Cross over to Macedonia and help us!”
When Paul encountered those closed doors at Galatia and Mysia, he didn’t give up and return to Antioch. He didn’t sulk and complain to God. The worst thing he could have done would have been to sit still and say, “Okay, God I’m not moving until you show me which way to go.” Instead, he kept on moving; he took another direction–West. And as he was moving West, He stayed the night at Troas where he encountered the vision that God gave Paul and his team, a new direction. In my experience God won’t reveal a new direction when you stop and begin to complain. I know what you are thinking; but pastor what about the scripture “Be still and know that I am God” This is not a literal stillness that you stop all things, but more of the spiritual since of your mind, heart and soul. Listen, more often than not you will get direction as you continue to move and to do the work. God wants to direct us. Proverbs 3:6 tells us to “think about Him in all your ways, and He will guide you on the right paths.”
When we moved here over 6 years ago, we had no church and while we searched and went to many churches, I could not find a church to pastor, there were no openings in Detroit. We found a church and began serving. During which a friend of ours invited me to speak at his church, a few months went by and I spoke again. He accepted a call to another church and that church asked me to be their interim pastor and I did because I knew that I had to keep on moving, when our grandson was officially cleared with no more cancer, the pastor of this church retired as I prayed, God gave us a new direction here at this church.  I continued to serve and work until I received the new direction. 
You see you must have “spiritual momentum.” Because it’s easier for God to direct a person if he or she is already in motion and serving Him. Think about this; a boat sitting dead still in the water can’t be turned by the rudder. It is “dead in the water.” It has to have forward motion in order for it to be steered in a different direction. It’s the same way with God, if you are looking for God’s direction, don’t sit still–if you do, you’re just “dead in the water.” If you are active in serving God anywhere you can, it’s easier for Him to direct you into different paths of service. 
1. Don’t get frustrated.

2. Look for God’s direction.

Which leads us to the third thing that we should do when we feel God closed a door and that is:

3. TAKE ACTION.
Give your attention to verses 10-12 with me
“10 After he had seen the vision, we immediately made efforts to set out for Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to evangelize them.

11 Then, setting sail from Troas, we ran a straight course to Samothrace, the next day to Neapolis, 12 and from there to Philippi, a Roman colony, which is a leading city of that district of Macedonia. We stayed in that city for a number of days.”
I love this part, because it reminds me of myself. This is probably one of my wife’s biggest struggles with me because when I get something on my mind – I am ready to take action; I want to do it now. This probably affects Gil and Dave as well because when I have a vision, I want it accomplished yesterday. I am a man of action. 
Verse 10 says that Paul once receiving the dream and they deemed it to be God’s direction they took immediate action to get there.
This new direction or if you want to say “open door” is critically important because this was the first time that a missionary went into Europe to preach the Gospel. God’s direction and Paul’s obedience brought the Gospel Europe. Paul wanted to go other places, but God had a different plan for him. God said no to Paul’s will, so Paul would say yes to God’s will.
Folks we are not made to stumble around in the dark. Have you ever done that – you look like a mummy—right then it never fails bang- you hit your knee or you stub the toe, am I Right? 

The Bible says in Psalm 119:105 “Your word is a lamp for my feet and a light on my path”. God wants to direct our paths but it’s up to us whether we stumble around in the dark or we take action in the light. This is about begin obedient to God’s plans for our lives. God may not reveal the big plan to you all at once, I know you want to know the Big Plan but most times it’s a step by step process.

When a door closes don’t get frustrated, look for God’s direction and when found take action.

In 2020 God is setting the direction for this church to go and as a body of believers we must understand that some doors will be closed, but as we continue to do God’s work, He will reveal to us the direction and we must be ready to take action.
Which leads us to our fourth thing that we should do when we feel God closed a door and that is:

4. BE ALERT.

Often what we perceive is the answer, it’s not.  Notice verses 13-15 “On the Sabbath day we went outside the city gate by the river, where we thought there was a place of prayer. There was not a large Jewish Community in Philippi, therefore there was no synagogue, but this place was the place of prayer. which means that the majority of the population were Greek and gentiles. Luke said We sat down and spoke to the women gathered there. 14 A woman named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth from the city of Thyatira, who worshiped God, was listening. The Lord opened her heart to pay attention to what was spoken by Paul. 15 After she and her household were baptized, she urged us, “If you consider me a believer in the Lord, come and stay at my house.” And she persuaded us.”
Paul stayed in the city of several days- probably waiting for the next move from God, but nothing happened. So, on the sabbath they went to where the place of prayer was. They found no men, which must have been very odd for Paul. However, they encountered a group of women and began speaking to them. But the message wasn’t for them. There was a blessing in disguise. Now remember that Paul’s dream was about a man, but the first people they encounter were women and the first person they have a gospel conversation with was Lydia and because of that her whole house came to know Christ and was baptized. Paul was speaking to the ladies but Lydia’s heart was one that was moved and this was the beginning of the church there in Philippi. God’s detour had a greater meaning for Europe generation after generation. 
So the next time someone says: When God closes a door, He opens a window, you can give then this truth as God opens and closes doors it is for us to say yes to His will. 
What are we to do when we feel that God closed a door? 
1.
Don’t get frustrated.

2.
Look for God’s direction.

3.
Take action.
4.    Be alert, because the blessing may be disguised. 
Invitation
What about you today? Is God calling you to make a detour in your life? Do you feel as though He has opened a door of opportunity of Salvation for you right now? The question is how will you respond? 
