Dirge in Jazz Time
For Sophie Tucker

Vassar Miller*

Fred Blumenthal
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match to dry wood Since, a girl, she sang for a crust, Her in-no-cence ev-en then
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*in (edited by) Sascha Feinstein and Yusef Komunyakaa: The Jazz Poetry Anthology
(Bloomington and Indianapolis: University of Indiana Press, 1991) pp. 154-155.
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mean de - light Red -hot Ma-ma who is cold to-night. Her
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voice in  the veins of eve - ry man Like ra-di-ant fi-re would glist-en Till his
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lilt in his bones has tak - en flight, Since Red - hot Ma-ma is cold to-night.
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“One of these days you’ll miss me.”
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Oh yes, Though they

couldn’t creddt it
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jazz - men muf-fle their drums
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men Should have giv - en them this  ter-rib-le slight, Not Red - hot Ma-ma grow
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cold to-night! Turn the spot - light down on the night - club floor. Let the
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And their sax - o- phones she will hear no more Where
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wint-er  for-ev - er numbs. Where no one can warm her whose heart burned bright, Where

s

b4

7 4

(e

E?g = — - / / ) o o

f)
i— i — —r o ; o = N —
'ﬂ\ | : ‘&"

Pno.

()
b’
7
(e
%0*0
= * ® g
Red - hot Ma-ma is cold to-night.
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