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  MCLEAN PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
Monthly Meeting, May 15, 2019 

7:00 PM 

McLean Community Center 
 

 
Call to Order       Winnie Pizzano 
 
Approval of minutes      Ruthanne Smith 
Minutes approved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report      Francesca Gutowski 
Checking Account Balance: $767.42 
CD: $4,062.24 
      
Supervisor’s Report      Ben Wiles 
No Update 
 
MRC Report       Roshan Carter 
• VA Assembly passed law to create incentives for economic development and revitalization 

zones  
• McLean CBC is included 

o will provide incentives for developers who will assemble within the CBC  
o will provide real estate tax abatement for a period of ten years 

 
New Business  
Sunrise Update      David Schneider 
• Public urban park in corner of property 
• Reached out to McLean Historical Society; synergy between taking care of McLean seniors 

and history 
• Proposing a McLean Heritage Garden that conceptually might be: 

o An inlay in streetscape – part of the trolley map – part of history of how McLean 
came to be 

o Include a McLean History Walk along the path that might include: 
o A stone about John McLean; maybe a tabletop / narrative about the placemark – to 

voluntarily celebrate history  
o A covered seating area 
o Use the circle as an easy transition – instead of a cut – it’s a receding feature that’s 

welcoming 
 
Questions/Comments 
• Clarified the location 
• On the design standards, we have a subcommittee to work with them – West McLean should 

be on it – and somebody from the chamber  
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• Maya will chair the subcommittee 
 
 
 

 
Landowner presentation     Thomas Passarelli 
See presentation below 
 
Questions/Comments 
• If you limit the height how do you get more FAR? 
• If you only have height and leave out FAR? How do you get it done? 

o This wouldn’t work at 2 FAR or 3 FAR 
o We look at a plan that wouldn’t be bound by FAR but would achieve the 

community’s desired intensity 
o Will have more certain path for developers 
o You’re going to simplify the process at the comp plan level 
o It’s a matter of getting to the same place with more certainty 

• What they’ve done – is they grow overall versus just the concentrated area – so density stays 
the same 

• If you limit the height – how can you get enough floor space in to make the project 
worthwhile? 

o Some won’t work for particular uses or development plans – you’d have to get down 
to details to see how that would all work 

o We are working on a practical example 
o We’re in a height range of 5-7 – which is in keeping with character 

• Some outer buildings get more FAR- while the ones in the center are lower versus Street 
Sense which has taller buildings in a very concentrated area 

• If you push it down and all the areas have taller buildings – where would that open 
space be? 

o Only way an open space happens is that it’s taken by the local jurisdiction 
o It almost never happens that the landowner gives it away 
o The conversation with the landowners is where is the fountain? 

• MPC: What would you be willing to live with if you could get approved in 4-5 months? 
(which is what happens in most of America) 

o Landowner: Proffers being open ended is a problem – landowners would like 
certainty in that universe  

• What feedback have you gotten back from the county staff? 
o Haven’t received anything official – were invited back 
o Director of Zoning is retiring – so there may be change 

• MPC: Just raising that if there’s a serious conversation about form-based development then 
we need to talk about process change then  

• Bottom line – a lot of emphasis placed on the circle in the center zone – the bonus zone – 
better approach to spread development out – get less intensive distribution within CBC 

• Will make the presentation that was made to the Task Force 
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New Business 
New Landowner Member: Robby Bishop; owns Madison building (Boone and Sons) and Storage 
Space 
 
Ken Wiseman - form based code – gave Winnie a PDF of a district that is not quite similar but 
is sympathetic – give a chance to read and get used to the jargon, the strategies used to deal with 
form-based code 
 
Old Business 
Task Force update 
Landowners presented; see below that was also presented at this MPC Meeting   
    
Adjournment 
Meeting adjourned 
 
Directors:    (attendees in bold) 
MCA   SCA                             GMCC  CLA 
Maya Huber  Andrew Serafin Nicole Morrill        Ed Murn 
Francesca Gutowski Winnie Pizzano Ruthanne Smith Mark McFadden 
Rich Salopek  Craig Bennett Ann Seaman   Robby Bishop 
Marilee Pierce Charlie Bunn  Ken Wiseman              
     
Alternates 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Roshan Carter Mari Pierce  Molly Peacock 
Connie Fan  Hanlan Pasquier Marshal Hyman  
   Kathleen Wysocki Alan Edward 
   Brian Berry  Emily Oveissi 
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