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AP Chinese Prep Course

[ % C English Translation]
Five Thousand Years of History

In this world, there were once four ancient civilizations, but only one, the only one,
has continued to exist to this day- China. The other three have disappeared in the
river of history.

China, from Pangu creating heaven and earth, through the Three Sovereigns and
Five Emperors to the present day, spans five thousand years. With its long history,
ancient civilization, and brilliant culture, the Chinese nation endures endlessly.
Throughout the ages, many talents have emerged: the "Ancestor of Humanity"
Emperor Huang, the "First Emperor of All Time" Qin Shi Huang who unified China,
the "Sage of the Ages" Confucius, and the "Hero of the Age" Genghis Khan...
Countless heroic figures seem to float from the heavens, illuminating the night sky
like a cluster of stars.

Walking into the Forbidden City is like knocking on the door of history. The
buildings display the wisdom of the ancients; climbing the Great Wall feels like
stepping onto the stairs of history, with each section of the wall narrating ancient
miracles; facing the Terracotta Army is like visiting a historical art exhibition, where
scenes of war and brave soldiers push the development of history with their blood
and tears. Many historical monuments left by the ancients, despite the passage of
time, still tell people: this is history!

Thousands of years ago, China already had the oldest script- Oracle Bone Script,
the earliest mature Chinese characters. The appearance of writing flourished the
culture. Whether in mythological legends, ancient poetry, or philosophical works
and classical novels, Chinese traditional culture attracts the world's attention with
its unique charm. In terms of science and technology, the Four Great Inventions-
the compass, papermaking, gunpowder, and printing- greatly propelled human
progress.

China, from ancient times to the present, has recorded countless world firsts and
created countless human miracles along the way.
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