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AP Chinese Prep Course

[ % 5T English Translation]

Chinese Calligraphy

Chinese calligraphy is an art form of writing Chinese characters. Broadly speaking, calligraphy
refers to the rules of writing language symbols. In other words, calligraphy involves writing
characters according to their features and meanings, using specific styles and structures to create
aesthetically pleasing works of art. The origins of Chinese characters date back to ancient times,
and the development of writing has reached an aesthetic stage, incorporated the creator's
concepts, thoughts, and spirit, while evoking the aesthetic emotions of the viewer, thus forming

what is truly known as Chinese calligraphy.

Chinese calligraphy, a unique art form created by the Han Chinese, is celebrated as "poetry
without words, dance without movements; painting without pictures, music without sound." This
art form embodies the spiritual essence and rich cultural heritage of the Chinese nation. As an
artistic expression of writing, calligraphy is divided into two main forms: hard pen and soft pen.
Seal Script, Clerical Script, Regular Script, Running Script, and Cursive Script are the five basic

styles of Chinese calligraphy.

Traditional calligraphy tools include the brush, ink, paper, and inkstone, collectively known as the
"Four Treasures of the Study." The soul of calligraphy lies in the brush, which is made from animal
hair or synthetic fibers, and sometimes even from hair or bamboo fibers. Paper and ink are also
crucial. Paper serves as the writing medium, while ink acts as the pigment. Nowadays, ink is
mostly in the form of liquid ink rather than traditional ink sticks, eliminating the need for
grinding, so the inkstone has largely become a container and is now more of a craft and

collectible item.
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