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[ % L English Translation]
Sun Tzu and "The Art of War"

Sun Tzu, whose given name was Sun Wu, was revered as the "Sage of Military Science." His work,

"The Art of War," is the oldest military treatise existing in China.

Sun Tzu's life was rich and legendary. He was born into a noble family during the Spring and
Autumn period, showing great intelligence and a keen interest in military strategy from a young
age. In an era marked by frequent wars among feudal lords, Sun Tzu's exceptional military talent

earned the appreciation of King Helli of Wu.
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King Hell appointed Sun Tzu as a general, entrusting him with the command of Wu's armies. In
battle, Sun Tzu demonstrated extraordinary wisdom and courage. He was adept at employing
strategic tactics, often winning battles against numerically superior or stronger opponents.
Among his most famous campaigns was the Battle of Baiju, where he led a rapid march deep into
the territory of Chu, achieving five victories in five battles, and ultimately capturing Ying, the

capital of Chu, elevating Wu to one of the dominant states of the time.

However, Sun Tzu's achievements were not limited to his military exploits on the battlefield. His
lasting legacy is his authorship of "The Art of War." This treatise, one of the earliest military

writings in the world, is hailed as a "sacred text of military science."

"The Art of War" holds significant historical importance. It is not just a military treatise but a book
of wisdom covering philosophy, politics, and management. Militarily, it provided future strategists
with invaluable guidance on tactics and strategy, with ideas like "know yourself and know your
enemy, and you will never be in peril" and "military tactics are like water—as water retains no
constant shape, so in warfare there are no constant conditions," which remain widely applied in

military contexts to this day.

In the realms of politics and management, the wisdom of "The Art of War" is also of great value.
It emphasizes the importance for leaders to have an overall vision, strategic insight, and decision-
making capabilities, and to adeptly employ strategies and methods to achieve objectives. It also
stresses team building and management, underscoring principles of unity, collaboration, and

clear rewards and punishments.

"The Art of War" has also had a profound impact on world culture. With its rich content and
concise text, the book emphasizes the proactive nature of warfare and the adaptability to
objective conditions, filled with dialectical reasoning. It has been translated into many languages
and is widely read around the world, serving as an important reference in the study of military

affairs, politics, and management.
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