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[ % X English Translation]

Journey to the West" Introduction"

Journey to the West" is one of the four great classical novels of ancient China, written by Ming
dynasty author Wu Cheng'en. The novel is based on Chinese classical mythology, folk tales, and
Buddhist stories, and through rich imagination and unique artistic techniques, it presents a

vibrant and colorful mythological world.

The main story of the novel revolves around the arduous journey of Tang Sanzang and his three
disciples to the Western Heaven to retrieve sacred scriptures. Tang Sanzang, originally named
Xuanzang, is a high monk of the Tang dynasty, inspired by the Bodhisattva Guanyin to retrieve the
true scriptures from the West. To protect him, Guanyin arranges three disciples: Sun Wukong,

Zhu Bajie, and Sha Wujing.

Sun Wukong, also known as the Monkey King, possesses the ability to transform into seventy-two
different forms and wields a magical staff. Zhu Bajie, originally the Marshal Tianpeng, is skilled in
aquatic combat and wields a nine-toothed rake. Sha Wujing, originally the General of the Curtain,
has immense strength and uses a magic weapon to subdue demons. The four protagonists face
eighty-one trials along their journey, ultimately succeeding in obtaining the scriptures and

achieving enlightenment.

"Journey to the West," through its series of adventurous tales, explores themes of good and evil
in human nature, loyalty and betrayal, courage and cowardice, while also reflecting the author's
deep thoughts on religion, philosophy, and politics.This novel holds a pivotal place in the history
of Chinese literature and has had a wide-ranging impact not only in China but across the world. It

has been translated into many languages and is beloved by readers globally.
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