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Confucius and Confucian Thought

Ancient Chinese philosophy, especially Confucian thought, truly represents a
treasure trove of cultural wealth! As the mainstream of traditional Chinese
culture, Confucian thought has influenced the history of China for thousands of
years. The representative figure of Confucianism is Confucius, the founder of the
Confucian school.

“Ren” (4=) is one of the core concepts of Confucian thought. It represents love,
care for others, respect for others, and harmonious coexistence. Confucius said,
“A benevolent person loves others,” emphasizing the importance of compassion,
mercy, and kindness. This love should be extended from caring for one’s own
family to caring for others in society.

“Li” (#L) refers to social norms and ceremonial practices. It prescribes the rules
of behavior in different situations, and by following these rituals, people can
establish a good social order, leading to harmonious and orderly social
relationships.
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“Yi” (X ) means righteousness, fairness, and moral principles. It requires people
to adhere to the correct moral path in their actions, to avoid doing things that go
against morality, and to pursue justice and fairness.

“Zhi” (%) represents wisdom and knowledge. Confucianism emphasizes the
growth of wisdom through learning and reflection to better understand the
world, manage affairs, and make correct judgments.

“Xin” (1%) stands for honesty and trustworthiness. It requires people to be
consistent in their words and actions, to keep their promises, and to maintain
credibility, which is the foundation for building good interpersonal relationships
and social trust.

Today, Confucian thought still holds significant relevance. For example, in
education, Confucianism advocates for respecting teachers and striving to learn,
principles that remain applicable today. In family life, Confucianism emphasizes
family harmony and filial piety, which align with modern family values. The
family is like a warm harbor, providing comfort and strength in times of
adversity.

Ancient Chinese Confucian thought is a jewel in our cultural treasury. By deeply
understanding Confucian thought, we can better comprehend traditional
Chinese culture and find inspiration for our modern lives. Let’s work together to
inherit and promote the outstanding traditional culture of China!
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