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CHILD CARE CENTRE




COVID-19 Pandemic Child Care Policy- updated June 21, 2022
As of March 21st, 2022, all special requirements related to Covid-19 were revoked from 0.137/15 Ministry of Education. There are still some requirements in place till end of June 2022.
Ganaraska Child Care will work closely with the local health unit, our program advisor from the Ministry of Education and our County of Northumberland to keep everyone safe.

The purpose of this policy is to keep all persons entering the child care setting safe and to outline all required procedures to be strictly implemented and adhered to daily. 
A copy of this COVID 19 policy will be in each room.

Staff will read and sign off that the COVID-19 policy have been reviewed and understand and agree to abide by it. Staff will be updated on current health and safety measures in place according to the Operational Guidance and Local Public Health.
This plan outlines the following on:
1. Screening Procedures and Protocols
2. Vaccination
3. Enhanced Cleaning and Disinfecting

4. Daily Attendance Records
5. Visitors
6. Drop off and pick up of children
7. Program Rooms
8. Playground
9. Snack and Lunch Time

10. Toys and Equipment

11. Cots

12. Hand Hygiene 

13. PPE (Personal Protective Equipment)
1. Screening Procedures and Protocols

Volunteers, students and non-essential visitors are permitted in the program. (at the discretion of the centre)
Special Needs Resources – all special need resource staff will be permitted to entre the centre.
Parents are allowed to come into the building and bring their children to their program room door. (Access to the rooms are not permitted as this time) 
Before coming to the child care centre, parents should continue to self screen for their child using the COVID-19 school and child care screening tool. Upon arrival the educators will do visual check on the child before entering the program room.
Please note: At the centre discretion you will be informed on how best to proceed with the symptoms we have observed based on the advice of the local public health and the school and child care screening tool 

The start of the centre 24-48 hours is at 5:30pm the day your child goes home.

 30% absenteeism above base line will be reported to the local public health unit.
Screening Symptoms COVID-19 
Symptoms for COVID could include, but not limited to:

· Fever and /or chills 37.8C/100.0 F or higher                       

· Cough or barking cough (new or worsening)

· Shortness of breath

· Difficulty breathing
· Onset loss of smell or taste

· Nausea, vomiting, diarrhea
· Sore Throat or Difficulty swallowing 

· Runny nose/congested nose

· Headache/Extreme tiredness

· Muscle aches or joints
If the screened individual answers yes, to any of the questions on the Screening Tool, they will be excluded from Ganaraska Child Care Centre. 
Unplanned Disruption of Service- Full centre closure (voluntary or Public Health Ordered) related to COVID-19 will be reported to the Ministry of Education as a serious occurrence.
CHILDREN

If a child begins to experience any symptoms of COVID-19 while attending the child care centre the following will be put in place: Fever 37.8 C (100 F)
· Child will be isolated from others immediately (in office or another room) 
· Educator will remain with the child until child is picked up - it is recommended but not mandatory the educator wear a mask and eye protection if unable to keep 2 meters apart from the child.

· Hand hygiene and respiratory etiquette should be practised while ill child is waiting to be picked up

· Parent/Guardian will be notified immediately – recommended of time frame for pick up no more than 30 minutes if possible
· Rapid testing kit will be made available to the parent for testing of the child

· If parent/guardian does not wish to test their child, child will be excluded from the child care for 5-10 days depending on symptoms after the onset date of symptoms and must be feeling better before they can return or receive an alternate diagnosis by health care professional.  All household members must self monitor for 10 days from their last contact with the symptomatic individual.
· Children who test negative for COVID-19 will be excluded from the program until 24-48 (depending on symptoms). 

· If child test positive for COVID-19, child will be excluded from the program for 5-10 days and symptom free before returning.

· All items used by the child will be cleaned and disinfected. Any items that can not be cleaned and disinfected will be bagged and stored for 7 days.

 PARENT/GUARDIAN
If a parent/guardian of a child that attends the child care centre experience any symptoms of COVID-19. The parent /guardian must self monitor the child for 10 days.
 EDUCATORS
          If any educators of the child care centre experience any symptoms of COVID-19 

          while working the following will be put in place:
· Educator must inform the Executive Director /Supervisor of not feeling well and remove themselves away from the children and other educator in the program room while ensuring the children are supervised at all times.

· Executive Director and/or Supervisor will arrange for coverage of the educator as quickly as possible so that the sick educator can leave the centre by the proper exit door of the school.
· Educator will remain off work for 5-10 days ( 24-48 hours) depending on symptoms or seek assessment by a health care professional if needed.
· Educator will report back to the Executive Director and Supervisor a expected return date.
· If a educator is confirmed positive with COVID-19 the educator will self isolate for 5-10 days (24 -48 hours symptom free) before returning to work. We will self monitor the program room.
2. Vaccination
Vaccination remains the best defense against COVID 19, including the Omicron variant.
3. Enhanced Cleaning and Disinfecting 

Ganaraska Child Care centre will maintain enhanced cleaning and disinfecting of each program room through out the day. Frequently touched surfaces will be cleaned and disinfected at least twice a day as they are most likely to become contaminated (doorknobs, light switches, toilet and faucet handles, electronic devices, tables and chairs, phones, shelves, counters etc..).
Regular hand hygiene will be followed to reduce the risk of infection and transmission along with the cleaning and disinfecting of the program rooms.
Enhance cleaning and disinfecting of all surfaces and spaces will be conducted through out the day.
Cleaning and disinfecting reduce the spread of germs. Some germs can live for hours, days or weeks on toys, counters, diapering table, door knobs, computer key boards and other surfaces. 

Cleaning with soap and water removes dirt and grease that can hide and protect germs from disinfectants. Cleaning will substantially reduce the number of germs that may be on surfaces. 
Disinfecting after cleaning will kill most of the germs that were left behind. Cleaners and disinfectant products and methods already used by child care centres are effective against COVID-19.  

Only use disinfectants with a Drug Identification Number (DIN). Low-level hospital grade disinfectants may be used. Checking for expiry dates.  

4. Daily Attendance Records

 All attendance records will be kept up-to-date and available to facilitate contact tracing in the event of a confirmed COVID-19 case or outbreak within the centre. 
5. Visitors

Any visitors to Ganaraska Child Care Centre will be documented in the communication book in the office.  

To have communication with the families, the use of video or telephone conferencing will be used through out the day as well as class dojo and at pick and drop off time.
6. Drop off and Pick up of children 

Centre will be operating from 6:30 am to 5:30 pm daily 
Parents are allowed to come into the building and bring their children to their program room door. (Access to the rooms are not permitted as this time) 

From 6:30 to 7:15/7:30 there are two hub rooms. Preschool room and School age 1 will be designated the hub rooms.
Drop off time will only be from 6:30am to 9:15 am. No drop offs after 9:15 am 
If someone else is picking up your child, please make sure they have photo ID. Photo ID will be required before the child will be released.
7. Program Rooms 

· No carpets for now unless they can be washed and disinfected regularly
· Shared sensory play can be used as long as proper hand hygiene is being implemented before and after each use. 
· Individual playdough bags labelled with child’s name. – up to the discretion of the program room.
· Hard cover books will be allowed for the Infants and Toddlers - which can be cleaned and sanitized between uses by other children.
· No toys from home at this time

8. Playground
· Toys and equipment will be disinfected daily
· Sunscreen: will need to be labelled and provided by parent - spray bottle type to be brought in to avoid touching.
· Water bottles: must be labelled and will not be kept together to avoid touching and must stay here at the centre. ( this is for JK/SK and School age cohorts) Water cups will be provided for younger cohorts.
  Community use of playgrounds will be permitted
If program rooms are out using green space only or going for a walk, they will not be permitted to have anyone stop and interact with them at any time. e.g- grandparents or friend. 
9. Snack and Lunch Time

Kitchen staff (cooks) will bring the food in clean bowls and leave on table/cart that will be set up at the door way of each program room. 
Each program room will have their own serving dishes. Staff will serve their own individual table (food/bowls would not be with the children)
Kitchen staff (cooks) will wear proper hair nets, aprons.
· Tables will be apart at least 2 meters

· Children will be spaced apart 

· Hand washing will be done before and after snack and lunch times with children and educators.
· No shared utensils/food.

· Food will be served in individual portions to the children

· Water bottles will be labelled with child’s name
· Cleaning of all chairs and tables will be done after eating.

· Outside food and containers are highly discouraged to be brought in.
10. Toys and Equipment

Staff must ensure that all toys and equipment are in good repair, clean and sanitary. The Executive Director /Supervisor / Program Lead must be advised of any concerns regarding toys and equipment.

   Regular hand hygiene will be the best way to reduce the risk of infection with shared 
   equipment.

    Toys and Equipment that cannot be easily cleaned and disinfected, such as plush toys will not be permitted in playrooms or playground.

· Shared sensory play will be permitted as long as proper hand hygiene is implemented before and after each use 
· No carpets for now unless they can be washed and disinfected regularly
· Mouthed toys must be set aside after being mouthed for cleaning and sanitization after each use. 

· Tables and chairs being used are to be cleaned and disinfected daily and as often as needed.  

· Should any child present with symptoms of COVID-19, all toys and equipment accessed by the child will be removed from the room to be cleaned and disinfected as soon as possible.
11. Cots/Rest Time

· Each child will have a cot assigned to them (labelled with their name). 

· Cots will placed to support physical distancing practices - 2 meters/6.5 feet separation if feasible,  if space is tight, children will be placed head-to-toe. 

· Cots and Cribs will be cleaned and disinfected once per week, unless visibly soiled. Sprayed front and back and left to dry, cots will be stacked.

· Sheets and blankets if used by same child will be washed weekly  or when visibly soiled

· Soothers will be washed daily - labelled and put back in child’s individual clear plastic bag.
Families will only be permitted to bring one blanket/sleep sack for their child (labelled and in clear plastic bag) but they must be laundered by the child care centre once a week.  Cot sheets will be supplied by centre.
12. Hand Hygiene 

Each program room will have hand sanitizer (60-90% alcohol base) Hand hygiene can be done using hand sanitizers if no visible soils on hands are noted.

Each washroom will have hand soap in dispensers and paper towels for proper hand hygiene. 

There are 2 portable sinks that will be utilized through out the day, one sink will be in the

JK/SK room and the other will be used if needed between the two school age groups.  Hand soap in dispensers and paper towels will be provided for each portable sink. Both sinks will be disinfected daily. Educator will provider assistant for hand washing. 
All staff should wash their hands with soap and warm water frequently, and must wash their hands in the following situations: 
•
Before handling food, preparing bottles, feeding children 

•
Before and after eating and drinking

•
Before and after touching their own or someone else’s face 

•
After sneezing or coughing into hands 

•
Before and after giving or applying medication or ointment to a child or self 

•
Before and after diaper check or changing diapers, assisting a child to use the toilet, and using the toilet 
•
Before and after contact with bodily fluids (i.e. runny noses, spit, vomit, blood) 

•
After cleaning and handling garbage  
Children should wash their hands with soap and warm water frequently, and must wash their hands in the following situations: Staff will provide supervision and assistance 
•
When they arrive at the centre

•
Before and after eating 

•
After a diaper change and using the toilet 

•
After playing outside 

•
After sneezing or coughing into hands 
Staff should follow and role model the following steps for hand washing
•
Wet hands  

•
Apply soap  

•
Lather for at least 20 seconds (or as long as the “Happy Birthday” song). Rub between fingers, back of hands, fingertips, under nails  

•
Rinse well under running water  

•
Dry hands well with paper towel  

•
Turn taps off with paper towel 

There will be 1 extra portable sink provided within the child care centre.

Educators, parents/guardians, and children should practice proper respiratory etiquette.
13. PPE (Personal Protective Equipment)

 Hand sanitizer (60-90% alcohol) will also be provided. Hand washing is recommended over sanitizer for children.
Personal Protective Equipment are no longer required to be worn, however educators and children may choose to continue to wear mask and eye protection.
We are able to source out proper PPE (medical mask, N95 mask, eye protection) and cleaning supplies through vary sources.
Ganaraska Child Care Centre follows the most up to date:
· COVID-19 screening tool for schools and child care from the Ministry of Health and Ministry of Education Version 4.8 -  May 9th 2022
