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SWRM Executive Board Meeting 
74th SWRM Meeting 

Saturday, November 10, 2018 
8:00 – 11:30 am 

(Breakfast for board members available at 7:30 am) 

Arkansas Ballroom, Little Rock Marriott and Convention Center 

 

Agenda 

Time  Item    Page 
8:00am  Call to Order and Introductions  Hathaway  1
  Chair’s Report  Hathaway  3
  Secretary’s Report 

   2017 SWRM Board Minutes 
Hickey 

9
  Treasurer’s Report 

   2017/2018 Financials 
   2018 Dues 
   2017 and Older Dues 
   Budget 

Hickey 
13
14
15
16

  Bylaw changes 
   Global change of chair‐elect to vice‐chair 
   Article 6, Item 4 

Hathaway 
17

  Awards Committee Report 
   P3 Award  

Hubbard 
 

23
24

8:45am  Reports from SWRM Meetings 
   2017, Lubbock, Final Report 
   2018 (Nov 7‐10), Little Rock, Initial Report 
   2019 (Nov 6‐9), El Paso, Update Report 
             (joint with Rocky Mountain Regional Meeting) 
   2020 (Oct 14‐17), New Orleans, Update Report 
             SERMACS/SWRM Joint Meeting 
   2021 (Nov 10‐13), Austin, Update Report 
   2022 Baton Rouge, Update Report 
   2023 Oklahoma, Bid Proposal 
   2024 Will accept bid(s) at the 2019 SWRM Board Meeting 

 
Paré 
Perry/Miller 
Saupe/Roddick
 
Hickey 
 
Kneeland 
Franklin 
Frech 

25‐1
oral

25‐19

27

31
33
35

10:45am  Other Old Business 
   Discussion regarding permanent meeting rotation 
   SWRM Website 
      Webmaster/marm 
      Archival of past minutes, financials and meeting reports 

 
45

  New Business 
   Project SEED 50th Anniversary request 

  47

  ACS Staff Report  Savage 
  Historical Information    57
11:30am  Adjourn   

Next SWRM Executive Board Meeting:  November 16, 2019 at 8:00am – 11:30am 
Written reports for the agenda book due October 31, 2019 
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I Introduction and General* 

 
General Chair: Paul Paré 
Program Chair: Bill Hase 
 

I (a) Executive Summary 
 
The 73rd Annual Southwest Regional Meeting of the American Chemical Society 
hosted by the South Plains Section was held in Lubbock Texas from October 29 - 
November 1, 2017.  The conference included over 500 registrants who jointly 
fulfilled the meetings challenge to Connecting Chemists for Advancing Science. 
Keynote speakers included seven National Academy of Science members who 
provided authoritative and comprehensive information about innovative advances 
in chemistry, biochemistry and engineering. The meeting promoted an inclusive 
ACS community by encouraging membership participation/engagement from 
across the Southwest region. Moreover, SWRM2017 provided numerous 
opportunities to network and socialize; share and acknowledge outstanding 
research advancements; and develop new skills through teaching, learning and 
professional development workshops. With the tremendous support of ACS 
National and Texas Tech University, Department of Chemistry, SWRM2017 was 
able to target the next generation of chemistry researchers, educators and 
policymakers through academic, professional, social and volunteer events that 
specifically targeted undergraduate and graduate students.  Indeed, there are 
plans for the surplus funds that have been raised in hosting SWRM2017 will be 
targeted for travel/research scholarships for students in the South Plains.  The 
goal of such scholarships is to acknowledge students that are innovative and 
effective in communicating chemistry’s vital role to address the world’s 
challenges to the public and policymakers. 
 

I (b) Site and Date Selection 
 
The conference date was decided by the local SWRM officers based on events 
already scheduled in Lubbock region and by ACS National (e.g. other regional 
meetings).  SWRM2017 worked with the Lubbock Chamber of Commerce and 
Visit Lubbock to secure bids for the venue. Only the Overton Hotel and 
Conference Center was able to meet all venue requirements. 
 

I (c) Committee Members 
 
Educational Chair Dom Casadonte 
Awards Chair Carol Korzeniewski 
Exposition Chair Clemens Krempner 
Posters Anthony Cozzolino 
Special Events Linda Rodriquez 
Sponsorships Dimitri Pappas 
Financial David Birney 
ACS South Plains Chapter Representative Robert Long  
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I (d) Meeting Organizing Committee Operations 

 
The general and technical chairs had regular correspondences via e-mail with 
the other committee chairs approximately 1 time per month to review progress on 
the meeting. Since a small group of over-committed faculty (6-8) were 
responsible for most of the arrangements, face-to-face meeting were held mostly 
between the general chair and individual section chairs.  
 
Having the Chemistry Department Chair at Texas Tech University provide 
technical/secretarial support for webpage design/updating and program guide 
compilation was a tremendous time saver and financial savings.  
 

I (e) Budget Development  
 
Registration fees were set by the General Financial and Technical Chairs in 
consultation with Kim Savage from ACS National. The Overton Hotel and 
Conference Center had a catering minimum of $30K that covered ticketed events 
such as the banquet and luncheons as well as elaborate morning and afternoon 
snacks and beverages. The General and Social Chairs worked with the 
conference hotel to set the meal and beverage menu. The exhibition and general 
chair worked with the conference hotel to map the exhibit booths layout. 
 

I (f) 
 
 

Other/Lessons Learned 

Submitted by Paul Paré 
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II Meeting Program* 
 

II (a) Data 
 
Symposia and General Sessions (attendees) 
 
Structural Biology I-IV (30/session) 
Main Group Chemistry in the Southwest I-II (40) 
Surface Analysis (25) 
Southwest Theoretical and Computational Chemistry (45/session) 
SN2 Reaction Dynamics I-IV (20/session) 
Analytical Biochemistry (50) 
Inorganic General Session (35) 
Organic General Session (40) 
Analytical General Session (20) 
Physical Chemistry General Session (10) 
Chemical Biology and Drug Discovery (50) 
Membrane Proteins (55) 
Enabling Techniques in Organic Synthesis (35) 
Rising Stars in Organic Chemistry (25) 
Mass Spectrometry I-II (30) 
Women in Chemistry (55) 
Plant Specialized Metabolism (25) 
Cellulose Synthesis (15) 
General Poster Session (83 presenters, 200 attendees) 
 
Social Events 
 
Seniors Luncheon (8) 
Women in Chemistry Luncheon (45) 
Awards Banquet (80) 
Vendor and University Exposition (300) 
ACS Strategic Café (25) 
Undergraduate Luncheon (60) 
Undergraduate Poster Session (150) 
Buddy Holly Museum tour and dinner (30) 
 
An electronic copy of the program book for the ACS Office of Regional Meetings 
files can be found at https://swrm2017.org/wp-
content/uploads/2017/10/SWRM2017ProgramGuide.pdf 
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II (b) Plenary/Keynote Speakers 
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II (c) 
 

Workshops 
 
Electrochemistry: ECHEM in a Box Workshop 
Adventures in Course Flipping 
Drive a Successful Research Career 
Effective Chemical Safety Management 
ACS Career Workshop: Career Pathways/Resume Reviews 
Women in Chemistry 
Online Dual Credit General Chemistry 
What happens after a Test: Feedback and Learning 
 

II (d) Award Presentations  
 
E. Ann Nalley Regional Award for Volunteer Service: Keith Vitense 
ACS Southwest Regional Award: Laszlo Prokai 
Excellence in HS Teaching: Keren Compton 
Stanley C. Israel Regional Award: Xavier University 
 

II (e) A/V Arrangements 
 
Each session chair was responsible for providing a laptop for their session. The 
larger meeting rooms utilized a microphone while smaller rooms did not. All 
meeting rooms where wired for wireless internet. The total AV costs were 
$4,000.  
 

II (f) Electronic Abstract Service  
 
The submission of abstracts by ACS national was performed without a hitch.  
Excellent job all around to ACS National on training and execution.  
 

II (g) Co-sponsorships and Affiliated Meetings 
 
Platinum Sponsors: Bayer Crop Science; Texas Tech University Office of the 
President; Texas Tech University Office of the Vice President for Research; 
Office of the Provost; Department of Chemistry & Biochemistry 
Gold Sponsors: Division of Organic Chemistry, ACS; ACS Student Affiliate 
Silver Sponsors: Division of Analytical Chemistry, ACS; CEM 
Bronze Sponsors: Division of Biological Chemistry, ACS; Division of Medicinal 
Chemistry, ACS; Division of Chemical Education, ACS; SCIEX 
 

II (h) Additional Comments/ Lessons Learned
 

Submitted by Paul Paré 
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III Meeting Finances* 
 

III (a) Budget 
 
INCOME  
Donations $25,159.98  
exhibitors $19,310.47  
Loan from South Plains section $5,000.00  
Registration $51,420.00  
Operations $2,375.97  
Symposia $6,950.00  
Social and Workshop Registrations $9,025.00  
Total $119,241.42  
 
EXPENSES  
Awards ($499.02) 
Operations ($5,589.52) 
Printing ($5,250.67) 
Social, workshop, hotel, refreshment and meal expenses 
             ($52,753.74) 
Symposia ($5,690.64) 
Total             ($69,783.59) 
  
Balance $49,457.83  
  
bank balance $49,457.83 
  
Owed to South Plains Section ($5,000.00) 
  
Projected net $44,457.83 
 
 

III (b) Financial Accounts Used by Meeting 
One checking account was opened at Prosperity Bank on June 21, 
2016.  David M. Birney, Treasurer and Bruce Whittlesey had signature 
authority on this account. Other members of the organizing committee 
approved the transactions. The account was opened with a $5,000 loan from 
the South Plains Section of the ACS to the meeting for initial expenditures.  
  
54 checks were written for expenses, 5 checks were written for refunds 
 

III (c) Grant Funding for Meeting 
Summarize the sources of all grants received along with the specific purpose 
of each grant. Include copies of any reconciliation forms required by the 
grantor.  
 
Unrestricted funds 
$5,000.00        Texas Tech University, President 
$5,000.00        Texas Tech University, VP Research 
$5,000.00        Texas Tech University Provost 
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$5,000.00        Bayer Crop Sciences 
$2,659.98        Texas Tech University, ACS Student affiliates  
$500.00           Sciex Corporation  
$1,000.00        ACS Presidential donation 
$1,000.00        ACS Publications donation 
  
Support for specific symposia 
$1,600.00        CEM Corporation, Electrophilic Chemistry symposium 
$1,000.00        ACS analytical division, Analytical Chemistry symposium 
$1,000.00        Bruker, Structural Biology symposium 
$300.00           Cambridge Isotope Labs, Structural Biology symposium 
$850.00           ACS-biological chemistry, Structural Biology symposium 
$500.00           ACS-chem ed, student poster session 
$200.00           VWR - Rising Stars symposium 
$500.00           Sciex Corporation - Rising Stars symposium 
 
No reconciliation forms were required by any grantor 
 

III (d) Additional Comments/ Lessons Learned
 

Submitted by David Birney 
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IV Fundraising*  
IV 
(a) 

Data 
 
Sponsorships were solicited via multiple visits with the appropriate corporate representatives. 
An example fund raising request is shown below. 
 
Exhibits 
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IV 
(c) 

Additional Comments/ Lessons Learned 

 
Submitted by Paul Paré 
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V Exposition*  
 

V (a) Data 
 
Industry Exhibitors: Advion; Agilent Technologies; CEM; Cengage Learning; 
Elsevier; Gamry Instruments; Nanalysis; Oakwood Chemical; Pine Research; 
Rigaku; Shimadzu; Teledyne ISCO; ThermoFisher Scientific; Vernier 
Software, Nanoanalysis Corp., Cambridge Isotopes and Waters Corp. 
 
Graduate Fair/Academic Expo: Arizona State University; Baylor University; 
Sam Houston State University; Indiana University at Bloomington; the 
University of Oklahoma; Texas A&M University; Texas A&M University 
Kingsville; Texas Tech University; University of Houston; University of North 
Texas; University of Texas at Dallas; Wichita State University and Rice 
University. 
 

V (b) Vendor Feedback  
 
Industrial vendors were very pleased with their location in an extremely high 
traffic location; the academic expo was on the second floor had less traffic. 
 

V (c) Approaches Used to Attract Vendors to Meeting  
 
Vendors were often contacted multiple times via telephone and email but did 
not fully engage until 2 months before the conference was scheduled to 
begin.  The list of potential vendors was a combination of previous meeting 
participants, local vendors and vendors that the Chemistry Department at 
Texas Tech frequented.  
 

V (d) Exhibits  
 
All information including a map of the table location relative to traffic flow, 
what extras could be purchased for the table (e.g. electrical outlet, table 
cover and internet hardwire) was posted on the webpage; all order payments 
were handled through PayPal. 
 

V (e) Additional Comments/ Lessons Learned 
 

 
Submitted by Paul Paré 
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VI  Publicity/Web Site* 
VI (a) Data 

 
Sources of publicity to market the meeting included Call for Papers, C&E 
News Ads, Trifold Flyers given out at the two national meeting immediately 
prior to SWRM2017, business cards and trifolds mailed to Chemistry Chairs 
at all schools and universities in the southwest region; Email 
announcements to all southwest ACS student affiliates; SWRM2017 
webpage and Facebook page. 
 

VI (b) Publicity Methods   
 
Since most of the advertising design was done in house (e.g. webmaster, 
artwork/graphic design, Facebook posts), the cost effectiveness of the 
publicity generated was very high. 
 

VI (c) Web Page Design  
 
The webpage WWW.swrm2017.org had a homepage with inviting images 
related to the conference including [i] a student researcher in a chemistry 
laboratory, [ii] the Texas Tech campus in Spring, [iii] West Texas sunset 
containing a windmill and [iv] the conference venue beautifully illuminated.  
Since West Texas is not famous for its beauty, providing a window into the 
less well-known gems of West Texas was emphasized. Major homepage 
headings included: Registration, Accommodations, Program, Award, 
Exposition Sponsors and Submit Abstract. Once the program guide had 
been assembled, a link to the program was prominently displayed on the 
homepage.  
 

VI (d) Meeting Logo  
 
Include a copy of a special meeting logo that was developed for the meeting, 
name the designer, and describe where/when it was used. The logo was 
designed by ACS National with assistance from Kimberly Savage and Paul 
Paré.  The logo was used on business cards and trifold brochures that were 
printed and distributed at promotional events such as ACS National 
meetings. The logo was also printing on t-shirts that were given out to all 
volunteers and presenters at the meeting. 
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Giving the meeting “brand recognition” was extremely helpful in defining 
SWRM2017 as distinctive and desirable event to attend and be a part of.  
 

VI (e) News Media  

Listed below is the advertisement that ran in C&E News 2017 September 25  

Join the American Chemical Society South Plains Local Section on Sunday, October 29 - 
Wednesday, November 1 for the 73rd Annual Southwest Regional Meeting (SWRM 2017) in 
Lubbock, Texas! The meeting will take place at the Overton Hotel and Conference Center, 
with major funding provided by Bayer Crop Science and Texas Tech University. This 
meeting will provide an opportunity to explore exciting science, present recent discoveries, 
and network with chemists from the region and beyond in the open welcoming environs of 
West Texas. Students, educators, government/industrial researchers, and others drawn to 
science at the molecular level are invited to attend SWRM 2017. Information about 
registration, accommodations, and up-to-date programming can be found on the meeting 
website (http://www.swrm2017.org/). 

TECHNICAL PROGRAM. Plenary speaker and National Academy of Science (NAS) 
member Bill Jorgensen (Yale University), a leader in computational modeling, will present 
organic/enzymatic reactions, computer-aided drug design, and synthetic development of 
therapeutic agents targeting inflammatory and hyper-proliferative diseases. Continuing the 
theme of biological chemistry, keynote speaker and NAS member Ann McDermott 
(Columbia University) will describe the use of solid-state NMR to quantify dynamic 
structure for membrane proteins, intact viruses and functional prions in native-like 
environments. Other NAS keynote speakers include Daniel Neumark (UC Berkeley), who 
will offer insights into transition state spectroscopy and photo-dissociation of free radicals; 
Mark Johnson (Yale University), who will address mechanistic questions of complex 
synthetic pathways at the molecular level using laser spectroscopies, reaction dynamics, and 
cryogenic ion chemistry; and Richard Dixon (University of North Texas), who employs plant 
metabolic engineering to produce chemicals for biofuels and human diseases. Additional 
keynote speakers include John Tainer (University of Texas, MD Anderson) who connects 
structures of macromolecular machines with predicting/controlling biological outcomes 
related to cancer; and Stephen White (UC Irvine) who focuses on protein structure, insertion 
and folding in membranes. An abbreviated list of symposia includes: “Chemical Biology & 
Drug Development”; “Electrophilic Agents in Medicinal Chemistry”; “Enabling Techniques 
for Organic Chemistry”; “SN2 Reaction Dynamics”; and “Southwest Theoretical & 
Computational Chemistry”. 

WORKSHOPS. Educational programing will cover timely topics relevant to improving 
instructional practices and professional success in chemistry. For high school teachers, 
Sunday’s program will feature presentations by recognized high school teachers covering 
course objectives, teaching practices, student projects, and extracurricular activities. For 
higher education instructors’ sessions covering “Online Dual-Credit Chemistry”, 
“Electrochemistry Lab in a Box”, “Adventures in Course Flipping and What Happens after a 
Test: Feedback & Student Learning”, will be offered with practical and student-verified 
techniques for innovative classroom and/or laboratory teaching approaches. Laboratory 
safety training will include “Effective Chemical Safety Management”, a course covering 
relevant regulatory requirements, best management practices, a chemical hygiene plan, 
essential resource materials, fundamental risk assessment and management, fundamental 
exposure assessment, and basic emergency response. “Research Without Rules” is a more 
advanced laboratory safety course providing tools and strategies for productive/practical 
researcher-safety officer interactions. The ACS Leadership Development Program will offer 
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“Leading Without Authority” and Elsevier Solutions will present a series on “Driving a 
Successful Research Career: Publishing Strategies, Getting Noticed and Leveraging of the 
Ph.D.” 

UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMMING. Whether showcasing research, discovering new 
science opportunities, networking with peers or preparing for the competitive graduate 
school/ job market, SWRM2017 student affiliates will deliver. Sunday events include: a 
chemistry demonstration competition where student groups prepare chemistry-themed 
presentations to educate and entertain a general audience; a catered lunch to provide 
undergraduate networking with ACS student-affiliate peers; an undergraduate poster session 
to practice and refine research-presentation techniques and explore peer-research 
opportunities at other institutions; and a recruitment fair to meet with graduate advisors from 
universities in the region. On Monday, a student-geared workshop will be offered covering 
career paths in the chemical sciences (well suited for undergrads, graduate students, recent 
grads and experienced professionals considering a career change); and a chemistry career 
counselor will be available by appointment for one-on-one résumé and curriculum vitae 
reviews. 

EXPOSITION. Commercial retailers and university recruiters will display products and 
services in the conference center exhibition area with an opening mixer/reception held on 
Sunday evening.  Vendors specializing in chemical instrumentation will include: Advion 
Mass Spec Solutions for chemical biology; Agilent Chemical Analysis, Life Sciences and 
Diagnostics Technologies; CEM Corporation for microwave-based laboratory systems; 
Gamry Instruments for electrochemical research; Nanalysis for benchtop NMR 
spectrometers; Oakwood Chemical-enabling discovery; Pine Research–EChem in a box; 
Shimadzu Scientific Instruments; ThermoFisher Scientific; and Vernier Software & 
Technology. Scientific publishers will include: Cengage Higher Ed eBooks & Digital 
Learning Solutions; and Elsevier Publisher, an information analytics company. Graduate 
school representatives will be present from Arizona State University; Baylor University; 
Indiana University at Bloomington; Texas A&M - College Station; Texas A&M – 
Kingsville; Texas Tech University; University of Houston; University of Oklahoma; 
University of Texas at Dallas; and Wichita State University. 

AWARDS. Excellence in chemical education and service will be acknowledged at the 
awards banquet on Tuesday evening. Past ACS President William Carroll will preside as the 
keynote speaker. Recipients will be announced for the Stanley C. Israel Regional Award for 
Advancing Diversity in the Chemical Sciences; the ACS Division of Chemical Education 
Southwest Region Award for Excellence in High School Teaching; the E. Ann Nalley 
Regional Award for Volunteer Service to ACS; the Southwest Regional ACS Award to the 
Advancement of Chemistry; and ACS SWRM Student Travel Awards.   

SOCIAL EVENTS. In addition to tasty Southwest fare that will be served at the opening 
gala/mixer and awards banquet, there will be a Women in Chemistry Luncheon on Monday at 
noon. The keynote speaker will be Katharine Hayhoe, a Nobel Laureate recipient for team 
research in climate science, and captivating communicator who has been recognized by 
TIME Magazine at one of the 100 most influential people for accomplishments in climate 
awareness/education. For an evening on the town, there will be a celebration of local music 
legend Buddy Holly on Monday with an exclusive viewing of the Buddy Holly Center; this 
includes a gallery of memorabilia, his original dwelling and a Dia De Los Muertos art 
exhibit. For this event where art and music collides, shuttles to and from the conference 
hotel, hors d’oeuvres, and a cash bar will be provided. On Tuesday night for the more 
adventuresome, discover the West Texas Halloween tradition, Nightmare on 19th Street 
offering a ghoulish haunted house that is enjoyed by all that survive...  To stretch your legs 
during the day, there will be student-led walking tours (see signup sheets at onsite 
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registration table) around Texas Tech University, an architecturally-renowned campus just a 
few blocks from the conference venue. 

LODGING/REGISTRATION Hotels rooms are available at the Overton Hotel and 
Conference Center as well as at the adjacent Hyatt Place and Courtyard by Marriott a few 
blocks from the conference center; for group room rates, please see the meeting website. 
Discounted meeting registration closes September 15; however, online and on-site register is 
available throughout the meeting.  

 
VI (f) Exhibits   

 
The regional student affiliate was responsible for promoting than providing 
feed for the Facebook webpage. 
 

VI (g) Additional Comments/ Lessons Learned 
  

 
Submitted by Paul Paré 

  



ACS Meetings and Expositions 
SWRM 2017 Final Report  

 

11/18/2018 25- 18 

VII Arrangements*                 
 

VII (a) Data 
 
Volunteers were provided by the ACS local Student Affiliate; the chamber of 
commerce and Texas Tech University Department of Chemistry.  Volunteer 
efforts were coordinated by the software program Signup Genius.  
 

VII (b) Special Needs  
 
There were vegetarian meals that were requested for the banquet and 
luncheon meetings and they were provided by the Hotel Caterer.        
 

VII (c) Additional Comments/ Lessons Learned
  

 
Submitted by Paul Paré 
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2019 SWRM + RMRM 
Status Summary, on Nov. 2, 2018 

 
Meeting Dates:  November 12-16, 2019 
 
Site Information 
  

Convention Center  
1 Civic Center Plaza 
El Paso, TX   79901 
(915) 534-0609 
 
Contract has been signed.   
Deposit has been secured. 
 

Lodging Information 
  

DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel El Paso Down 
600 N El Paso St 
El Paso, TX 79901 
(915) 532-8733 

 
Organizing Committee Members 

 
General co-Chairs:   Jeff Saupe (UTEP)   

gsaupe@utep.edu 
 

Dean Roddick (UWYO) 
DMR@uwyo.edu 

 
Program co-Chairs:  Dino Villagran (UTEP)  

dino@utep.edu 
 

Dr. Brian Leonard  (UWYO) 
bleonar5@uwyo.edu 
 

Treasurer Chair:    Wen-Yee Lee (UTEP) 
    wylee@utep.edu 
   
Webmaster:    Noah Smartt 
    El Paso, TX 

 
Awards Chair: Dean Roddick (UWYO) 

DMR@uwyo.edu 
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Organizers and Symposia Leaders to date 
  

Elliott B. Hulley  
ehulley@uwyo.edu 
Inorganic/Organometallic Chemistry 
 

E. Gerald Meyer  
EGMeyer@uwyo.edu 
Also in role as Meeting Mentor  (Multiple previous meeting organizing experience) 
 

Jorge Gardea-Torresdey 
 jgardea@utep.edu 
 Environmental Implications and Applications of nanotechnology.  
 
Mahesh Narayan 
 mnarayan@utep.edu 
 Biomolecules and biomolecular interactions 
 
Keith H Pannell 
 kpannell@utep.edu 
 The Science of Hydraulic Fracturing (Fracking) 

 
Also in role as Meeting Mentor  (Multiple previous meeting organizing experience) 

 
Wen-Yee Lee 
 wylee@utep.edu 
 Chemistry and the Environment 
 
Sreeprasad Sreenivasan 

sreenivasan@utep.edu 
Innovative Nanomaterials for Electronics, Energy, Photonics, and Bioanalytics 

 
James Becvar 
 jbecvar@utep.edu 
 Undergraduate Peer Facilitation of Learning.   
 
James Li 
 xli4@utep.edu 
 Microfluidics 
 
 
 
Katja Michael 
 kmichael@utep.edu 
 Carbohydrate Chemistry 
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University of Wyoming 
Analytical:  "Advances in Nanoscale Electrochemical Analysis” 

 
University of Wyoming 

Inorganic: “Molecular Approaches to Materials Synthesis” 
 

University of Wyoming 
Physical: “Low Temperature Chemical Transformations” 
 

University of Wyoming 
Organic:  “New Catalytic Methods for Selective Synthesis” 

 
 
 

Budget and Registration Fees 
 
As advised by Kimbery Savage, we are planning to use a very similar registration fee schedule 
as were used in the 2018 SWRM in Little Rock, AR  and that of the 2017 SWRM in Lubbock, 
TX  (see attached). 
 
Total on room rentals at the El Paso Convention Center  $16,400 (includes chairs and tables) 
Booths  $40 ea  (extra) 
Expansion of need space is possible at the venue. 
 
 
 

Special Events 
 
 ACS Governance Social 
  

ACS Career Pathways  
(and Resume Review) 

 
Awards Event 
 
 

Keynote Speaker  -  Searching 
 
Theme   -  Chemistry in Transition 



 
 

                   K-12 Education  College/University              Industry Government  Other  
Name:                                                                                                                                            Company/University: 

Street Address:                                                                                                                      City:                                                  State:                                      Zip: 

Local Section:                                          ACS Division(s):                                 Phone:                                   Fax:                                            Email: 

REGISTRATION FEES ADVANCED 
By 10/5 

LATE/ON-SITE 
After 10/5 

 

 Deadline for advance registration prices is October 5. 

 Registration must be accompanied by payment in order to be 

processed.  

 Request for refunds must be submitted in writing prior to 

October 8 in order to receive a refund minus the $25 

administrative fee.  Submit requests to k_savage@acs.org. 

 

 For accessibility and dietary requests, please contact Kimberly 

Savage via email at k_savage@acs.org.  General questions can 

be directed to ACS Regional Meetings at 1-800-333-9511. 

 

* Spouse, relative or person who would not typically attend an 

ACS meeting/event.  

 

Guest of: ____________________________________  
 

MAIL OR FAX COMPLETED FORM TO: 
ACS – Office of Regional Meetings 

PO BOX 3337 
Columbus, OH 43210 | Fax: (614) 447-3671 

01. ACS Member $150 $200 

02. Non-ACS Member $175 $225 

03. Undergraduate Student (ACS Member) $25 $40 

04. Undergraduate Student (Non-member) $40 $55 

05. Graduate Student (ACS Member) $50 $70 

06. Graduate Student (Non-member) $70 $90 

07. Post-Doctoral Fellow (ACS Member) $80 $100 

08. Post-Doctoral Fellow (Non-member) $100 $120 

09. K-12 Teacher (ACS Member) $10 $15 

10. K-12 Teacher (Non-Member) $10 $15 

11. High School Student $10 $10 

12. 50-year ACS Member $0 $0 

13. Retired/Emeritus/Unemployed $0 $0 

14. Spouse/Guest 
$25 $50 

Special Events 
Opening Reception @ Exposition Wednesday, November 7 5:00 PM – 7:30 PM Complimentary 

Undergraduate Luncheon on Careers Thursday, November 8 12:00 PM –1:30 PM $10 (students) 
$20 (non-
students) 

Women in Chemistry Luncheon Thursday, November 8 12:00 PM –1:30 PM $25 

Awards Dinner at Clinton Presidential Center  
(Tour included) 

□ Beef    □ Chicken    □ Vegan 

Thursday, November 8 5:30 PM – 8:00 PM $60 

Undergraduate Social and Scavenger Hunt Thursday, November 8 5:30 PM– until $15 (dinner 
included) 

Graduate School Fair Breakfast Friday, November 9 7:00 AM – 8:30 AM Complimentary 

ACS Governance Luncheon Friday, November 9 12:00 PM –1:30 PM Complimentary 

CHEM Demo Exchange Saturday, November 10 10:00 AM – 11:30 AM Complimentary 

Workshops 
ACS Leadership Course: Fostering Innovation Wednesday, November 7 1:30 PM – 5:30 PM $50 (Members) 

$300 (Non-
members) 

ACS Career Workshop: Career Pathways Thursday, November 8 8:00 AM – 11:30 AM $20 

ACS Resume Review 
(Individuals must sign up for slot at registration desk 
onsite) 

Thursday, November 8 1:00 PM – 4:00 PM Complimentary  

The POGIL Project: Fundamentals of POGIL Workshop Friday, November 9 1:30 PM – 5:00 PM Complimentary 

Precollege Teacher Luncheon Saturday, November 10 12:00 PM – 1:00 PM Complimentary 

Society for Science and the Public Workshop Saturday, November 10 1:00 PM—2:00 PM Complimentary 

The Regeneron Science Talent Search (Regeneron STS) 
Workshop 

Saturday, November 10 2:15 PM—3:15 PM Complimentary 

Reaxsys Education Workshop Saturday, November 10 1:30 PM – 3:30 PM Complimentary 

Laboratory Safety Workshop for Undergraduate and 
Graduate Students 

Saturday, November 10 1:30 PM – 3:00 PM $10 (refundable if 
attended) 

Total Fees:         Registration $_________ 
Special Events & Workshops $________ 
Total Amount Enclosed          $_________ 

Method of  Payment: □ American Express □ Master Card □ Visa □Discover □ Check 
Credit Card Number & Exp. Date _______________________________________________ 
Cardholder Name (please print)________________________________________________ 
Signature __________________________________________________________________ 

 

mailto:k_savage@acs.org
mailto:k_savage@acs.org
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ACS SWRM, RMRM 2019 
DoubleTree by Hilton El Paso Downtown  25-23 

 

 
Date Prepared:   November 2, 2018 
 
Parties  I     American Chemical Society,  

Southwest Region & Rocky Mountain Region 
(hereafter referred to as “Client”) 

              1155 16th Street, NW 
     Washington, DC  20036  

 
Contact: Name:   Sydney Vranna, CMP 
  Title:  Manager, Specialty Meetings & Events 

 Telephone:  202-872-6330 
             Email:   s_vranna@acs.org  

  
 
II  Hotel Owner: Hotel Don Quixote 

Hotel Name:  DoubleTree by Hilton El Paso Downtown  
(hereafter referred to as “Hotel”) 

  Address: 600 N El Paso Street 
El Paso, TX 79901 

   
  
Contact: Name:  Melissa Correa 
  Title:  Director of Sales and Marketing  

 Telephone:  915-342-1403 
                              Email:    melissa.correa@hilton.com 

 
     
Event: American Chemical Society Southwest and Rocky Mountain 

Regional Meeting 2019 (ACS SWRM, RMRM 2019) 
(hereafter referred to as “Event”) 

 
Event Dates:  Wednesday, November 13 – Saturday, November 16, 2019 
 
Contract Dates: Tuesday, November 12 – Saturday, November 16, 2019 
 
GUEST ROOM RATES   

Day   Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Date 
Nov 12 
2019 

Nov 13 
2019 

Nov 14 
2019 

Nov 15 
2019 

Nov 16 
2019 

ROH Rooms 5 120 150 120 5 

TOTAL BLOCK 5 120 150 120 5 
 
TOTAL ROOM NIGHTS: 400 
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GENERAL INFORMATION 
Event Name:   American Chemical Society 2019 Southwest & Rocky Mountain Region  

Meeting  
Client Signing Contract: Location Organizing Committee Member   
Hotel/Venue Name/Location: DoubleTreet by Hilton El Paso Downtown, El Paso, TX 
Event Dates:   Wednesday, November 13 – Saturday, November 16, 2019 
Food and Bev Min:  None (sleeping rooms only) 
Meeting Room Rental:  None (sleeping rooms only) 
Room rate:   $109.00 
Total Room Nights:  400 
 
HIGHLIGHTED CONTRACT LIABILITIES 
Attrition:   It is required that you fill 70% of your room block (280 room nights) 

 If you do not fill 280 room nights, the hotel will be owed  based on 
this formula: 

o For each remaining room night, you will pay the amount 
equal to the following which will be known as the Hotel 
Room Night Profit Margin: 

 Client’s Guest Room Rate, Less 10% commission,  
times 60% (Hotel Profit Margin) = $58.86 

$58.86 per room night not filled (below 280 room nights) 
 For any day that the hotel achieves 95% occupancy or higher during 

the event dates, the you will receive full credit for achievement of the 
contracted block for that day.   

 
Rebook For Attrition: If you do pay attrition and book another event at this hotel, 100% of the 

attrition paid will go as a credit toward the new event  
 
Rebook for Cancellation: If you do cancel this event and book another event at this hotel, 100% of 

the cancellation fee will go as a credit toward the new event  
 
Payments: In the event you are not approved for full credit, 100% of event payment 

will be due to hotel prior to the event 
 
Unavailability of Other Facilities: 

Since the significant part of the event is being held at the El Paso 
Convention and Performing Arts Center this contract is contingent upon 
the convention center being available for the event.  
 

Food and Beverage Minimum: 
   There is no food and beverage minimum in this contract.  
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SWRM MOU page 9 February 2018 

APPENDIX A  
 

DESCRIPTION OF DIVISION OF WORK AMONG HOST LOCAL SECTIONS,  
DIVISION OF PROFIT/LOSS AMONG HOST LOCAL SECTIONS,  

PROFIT SHARING WITH REGION(S)  
(see VI.D. above)  

 

Applicable items must be completed before MOU is signed.  

 

The Baton Rouge section will be solely responsible for setting up the Local Organizing 
Committee and supporting them is organizing the meeting.  We agree that 10% of the 
proceeds are due to the Region Board, with the balance of 90% of the proceeds accruing 
to the host Baton Rouge local section.

The Baton Rouge local section is in excellent financial shape with reserves of 
approximately $100K.  Therefore, we will not need any loans from the ACS for our 
regional meeting.  Our section has run very successful regional meetings in both 1998 
and 2012 (and several times before that).  

The General Chair for the 2022 Regional Meeting will be Dr. Daniel Varnado (Albemarle 
Corp) and the Program Chair will be Prof. Rendy Kartika (LSU).  They will head up the 
LOC and have started the meeting organization process.  
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Oklahoma Section 
Allen Apblett, Chair 

Rama Kothapalli , Chair-Elect 
Smita Mohanty, Immediate Past Chair 

Lloyd A. Bumm, Secretary 
Jason Wickham, Treasurer 
Allen Apblett, Councilor 

 
 
October 30, 2018 
 
Dear Members of the Southwest Regional Board: 
 
Please consider this bid as a formal request from the Oklahoma Section to host the 2023 
Southwest Regional Meeting of the ACS in Oklahoma City in Fall (October-November) 2023.  
 
The Oklahoma Section last hosted the Southwest Regional Meeting in October 2003. This 
meeting attracted 345 registrants who presented a total of 240 papers. The exposition showcased 
16 exhibitors and two ACS workshops were conducted. Several members of the 2003 organizing 
committee remain active in the Section, and the Section Executive Committee supports hosting 
the 2023 meeting. 
 
We look forward to welcoming regional chemists, educators and students. The downtown 
Oklahoma City metropolitan area has experienced a huge renaissance in the intervening years 
and there are a large number of hotel and conference properties to consider. Visitors to 
downtown Oklahoma City can enjoy the Bricktown Canal, new restaurants and hotels, boating 
and water activities along the Oklahoma River, Oklahoma City Thunder basketball, Oklahoma 
Dodgers Triple A baseball, the Academy of Contemporary Music, the Oklahoma City Museum 
of Art, the American Banjo Museum, the Oklahoma City National Memorial, as well as nightlife, 
all within easy walking distance or a streetcar ride from meeting venues.  
 
Please contact us if you require additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Allen Apblett, Councilor 
Oklahoma Section 
Department of Chemistry 
Oklahoma State University 
Stillwater, OK, 74078 
allen.apblett@okstate.edu 
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2023 Southwest Regional ACS Meeting (SWRM) 
 

Proposal from the  
Oklahoma Local Section of the American Chemical Society 

 
October-November 2023 

 
Prepared for the Oklahoma Local Section by  

Frank Blum 
Department of Chemistry, Oklahoma State University, Stillwater, OK, 74078 

405-744-4486, fblum@okstate.edu 
 
 
 
Summary: The Oklahoma Section proposes to be the host local section for SWRM 2023. The 
planned venue is the Omni and Convention Center. This will be a new facility and is scheduled to 
open in 2020. Ground has recently been broken for construction. This is a $288 million-facility 
with nearly 200,000 square feet of exhibit space, a 30,000-square-foot ballroom and 45,000 square 
feet of additional meeting space with a a prime location across the street from the new Scissortail 
Park and just south of Chesapeake Energy Arena.  
https://www.visitokc.com/meetings/okc-new/  
 

 
The planned convention center and Omni Hotel (planned completion: 2020) 
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Southwest Region:  The Southwest Region (for regional meeting purposes) comprises mainly 
Oklahoma, Texas, Arkansas, Louisiana, and parts of New Mexico.   

 
A rough map of the SWRM region (http://www.centralregionacs.org/about-us/) 

Oklahoma Section:  The Oklahoma Section has approximately 500 members and its territory 
includes the Oklahoma City metropolitan area. The Oklahoma Section most recently planned and 
carried out SWRM in 2003. An adequate core set of volunteers exist within the section. The author 
of this proposal has experience as program chair and organizing committee member of a Midwest 
Regional Meeting. In addition, the Local Sections with Oklahoma territory include (numbers on 
map below): Oklahoma (96), Northern Oklahoma (94), Tulsa (116), Duncan-Wichita Falls (119), 
and MO-KAN-OK (142). These five sections collaborate on an outstanding annual statewide 
meeting called the Oklahoma Pentasectional Meeting. This Pentasectional meeting is usually at a 
hotel, convention facility, industrial location, or university. The location of this meeting rotates 
among the member local sections; hence, all of the sections have experience with meeting 
organization. It is anticipated that, in addition to a core volunteers from the Oklahoma Section, the 
other local sections will be involved in aspects of the organization and operation of the meeting.   

 
The ACS Local Sections in Oklahoma  

37



Oklahoma Section  Proposal for 2023 SWRM 3 

Meeting Venue:  The meeting venue is planned for the Omni Hotel and Convention Center, which 
is scheduled for completion in 2020. This allows plenty of time for it to be completed before the 
meeting, but the Cox Convention Center (current facility) will be held open and in reserve until 
the new facility is opened. Additional considerations would be the Sheraton or Renaissance Hotel 
and Convention Center north of the new convention center. All of these facilities could, in 
principle, hold the meeting. For simplicity, we will mainly focus on the facilities of the new 

Convention Center. 

 
The Omni Hotel, New Convention Center and Scissortail Park 

A figure of the Omni event and meeting space is shown below. There is more much more than 
required. The number of concurrent sessions is the biggest space variable. This information was 
not requested at this time, but 12 rooms plus another 6 from parts of the ballrooms is much more 
than required. The Omni is not able to process requests for bids until later in 2018 so we will 

update this plan after that.   

For exhibits, the two ballrooms, which can be divided, can provide up to 31,000 ft2 of space for 

posters, exhibition and other activities. 

Oklahoma City has undergone a massive renaissance in the last decade. The establishment of 
entertainment venues and restaurants have made it a hub of activity with many people moving 
back into the downtown area. The city boasts of Bricktown, the recently-designed riverfront and 
canals, the Stockyards area, the National Cowboy and Western Heritage Museum, Myriad 
Botanical Gardens, the OKC Thunder, and the Oklahoma City Memorial. Visitors will have a huge 
choice of activities and outings.  Local culinary choices range from the upscale Mickey Mantle's 
to Tucker's Onion Burgers.   

https://www.visitokc.com/   
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Omni Event and Meeting Space and room 
capacities.  

 
 

 

owner
Text Box
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Proposed Dates:  We believe the most opportune dates at this point are October 18-21, October 
25-28, or November 1-4, 2023.   

Travel:  By air, Will Rogers World Airport (https://flyokc.com/ ) serves all major airlines and 
transfer service is available from anywhere with has non-stop flights to/from:  

ATLANTA (ATL), AUSTIN (AUS), BALTIMORE (BWI), CHARLOTTE (CLT), CHICAGO MIDWAY 
(MDW), CHICAGO O'HARE (ORD), DALLAS LOVE (DAL), DALLAS FT WORTH (DFW), 
DENVER (DEN), DESTIN - FT. WALTON (VPS) | SEASONAL, DETROIT (DTW), HOUSTON 
HOBBY (HOU), HOUSTON INTERCON. (IAH), LAS VEGAS (LAS), LOS ANGELES (LAX), LOS 
ANGELES (LAX) | SEASONAL, MINNEAPOLIS (MSP), NASHVILLE (BNA) SEASONAL:, NEW 
YORK NEWARK (EWR), ORLANDO (MCO), ORLANDO (MCO) SEASONAL:, ORLANDO-
SANFORD (SFB), PHILADELPHIA (PHL), PHOENIX (PHX), RONALD REAGAN WASHINGTON 
NATIONAL (DCA), SALT LAKE CITY (SLC), SAN ANTONIO (SAT) SEASONAL:, SAN DIEGO 
(SAN), SAN FRANCISCO (SFO), SEATTLE (SEA), ST. LOUIS (STL), WASHINGTON DULLES 
(IAD)  

Will Rogers has a new rental car center and public transportation to downtown OKC is available 
and includes: van shuttle service, taxis, Uber, Lyft and limos.  Door-to-door van service is currently 
about $25 to downtown OKC.   

By Train: Daily Amtrak service to/from Ft. Worth, TX.  

By car or bus:  OKC is at the intersection of Interstate Highways 40, 44, 35.   

Local: Oklahoma Street Car, 2018, $1 to board, $3 daily. Map below.  This option easily serves 
any venue we might choose and local hotels.  

Hotels:  A sample listing is below.  Downtown hotels tend to be listed at $85-$200/night (depends 
on hotel and dates).  The red bar in the figure represents about ½ mile (0.8 km).  Some close by 
hotels include: Omni (605), Sheraton (396), Renaissance (258), Skirvin-Hilton (255), Colcord, (on 
the Registry of Historic Places), Hampton (200).   

 
Hotels and other venues within reasonable distance in downtown OKC. 
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