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10-12-25.   Perfect Hatred (notes)
 10-12-25
PSALM 139:1-24
1 To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David. O LORD, thou hast searched me, and known me.
2  Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, thou understandest my thought afar off.
3  Thou compassest my path and my lying down, and art acquainted with all my ways.
4  For there is not a word in my tongue, but, lo, O LORD, thou knowest it altogether.
5  Thou hast beset me behind and before, and laid thine hand upon me.
6  Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high, I cannot attain unto it.
7 Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence?
8  If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there.
9  If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea;
10  Even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me.
11  If I say, Surely the darkness shall cover me; even the night shall be light about me.
12  Yea, the darkness hideth not from thee; but the night shineth as the day: the darkness and the light are both alike to thee.
13  For thou hast possessed my reins: thou hast covered me in my mother's womb.
14  I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvellous are thy works; and that my soul knoweth right well.
15  My substance was not hid from thee, when I was made in secret, and curiously wrought in the lowest parts of the earth.
16  Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being unperfect; and in thy book all my members were written, which in continuance were fashioned, when as yet there was none of them.
17 How precious also are thy thoughts unto me, O God! how great is the sum of them!
18  If I should count them, they are more in number than the sand: when I awake, I am still with thee.
19  Surely thou wilt slay the wicked, O God: depart from me therefore, ye bloody men.
20  For they speak against thee wickedly, and thine enemies take thy name in vain.
21  Do not I hate them, O LORD, that hate thee? and am not I grieved with those that rise up against thee?
22  I hate them with perfect hatred: I count them mine enemies.
23  Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts:
     24  And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.
 I have thought about this for some time and much more recently in view of the current and  continual moral and ethical decay of our society.
 But speaking in line with what David has written here, it seems that his enemies were those who were not necessarily opposed to him personally but those who opposed the God he loved and served.
Upon that basis I wish by the help of the Lord to bring some clarity for myself and those who may be wondering about this too.
How can a Christian hate someone and be right in there heart?
The simple answer is to hate what God hates but I think we can do better than the simple answer.
People might say well, God hates sin but doesn’t hate the sinner. 
That’s really not true.
PSALM 5:3
3  My voice shalt thou hear in the morning, O LORD; in the morning will I direct my prayer unto thee, and will look up.
4  For thou art not a God that hath pleasure in wickedness: neither shall evil dwell with thee.
5  The foolish shall not stand in thy sight: thou hatest all workers of iniquity.
PSALM 11:5
5  The LORD trieth the righteous: but the wicked and him that loveth violence his soul hateth.
 
Perhaps the almost overwhelming presence of this constant danger is what caused him to write many of the Psalms as a kind of reminding himself of the assurance of his security as a child of God, and  as a means of worship and praise.
 When he said in verse 19, surely thou wilt slay the wicked, he is referring to his enemies, I don’t believe as a call for vengeance but rather because they were wicked.
 Wicked means those opposed to God.
7563   rasha'    {raw-shaw'}
guilty one, one guilty of crime, (hostile to God)
   wicked, guilty of sin (against God or man)
 The word hatred is not a word we’re accustomed to using as Christians so I’m trying to understand the meaning of it here in versed 22, perfect hatred.
It means and end and refers to a complete and righteous indignation against those who oppose God.
Based on that I understand why I have such feelings towards such people myself.
 
This is not vengeance or us wanting to get even, or being bloodthirsty.
 
When a person is truly right with the Lord, living in His presence in a lost and dying world that is nearly full to the brim of every kind of sin and debauchery under the sun, they long for the elimination of evil.
 
This scripture in Matthew is what the Lord Jesus tells us how we should deal with our enemies.
MATTHEW 5:43
43 Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy.
44  But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you;
Verse 43 is referring to 
LEVITICUS 19:17
17  Thou shalt not hate thy brother in thine heart: thou shalt in any wise rebuke thy neighbour, and not suffer sin upon him.
What this is a warning against is developing inward animosity which could lead to sin. Rebuking him openly to avoid such feelings. 
Enemies- 2190   echthros    {ech-thros'}
hostile, hating, and opposing another; used of men as at enmity with God by their sin, opposing (God) in the mind, a man that is hostile, a certain enemy, the hostile one, the devil who is the most bitter enemy of the divine government; enemy
See, it used to be people could disagree, about politics, religion, or most anything and still get along and not be hateful. 
But not anymore.
It’s now not I disagree with you, I hate your guts and I want you dead.
It’s hostility.
Hostility is a negative and aggressive attitude or behavior, characterized by enmity, ill will and unfriendliness towards others.
 Here in is our dilemma if you will, at least to the natural way of thinking.
 
So when I read these verses here in Psalms 139 I get when David is saying and where he’s coming from.
The people we hear and see everyday on the news are enemies of the cross.
One thing I want to point out is that the 139th Psalm is a prayer. He is not just speaking about God in these verses but he is praying.
It starts out, Oh Lord!
So he is not shouting his disdain for his enemies from the housetop if you will, or advocating that anyone or everyone go out and find and 
It is prayer for divine vengeance.
  He is leaving that up to God.
ROMANS 12:19
19  Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord.
Some might say well this is the Old Testament and that doesn’t apply today, or there is nothing like those verses in the New Testament.
 MATTHEW 23:27
27  Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness.
28  Even so ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity.
29  Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! because ye build the tombs of the prophets, and garnish the sepulchres of the righteous, 
30  And say, If we had been in the days of our fathers, we would not have been partakers with them in the blood of the prophets.
31  Wherefore ye be witnesses unto yourselves, that ye are the children of them which killed the prophets.
32  Fill ye up then the measure of your fathers.
33  Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell?
There’s only two spirits
Jesus identified them in His day
JOHN 8:43
43  Why do ye not understand my speech? even because ye cannot hear my word.
44  Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.
People say well you can’t do that, we’re not to judge
That is to put them in there eternal destination. That’s God’s business. But we can certainly discern error when we see it. 
MATTHEW 12:33
33  Either make the tree good, and his fruit good; or else make the tree corrupt, and his fruit corrupt: for the tree is known by his fruit.
MATTHEW 7:15
15 Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.
16  Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles?
17  Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit.
18  A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.
19  Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.
20  Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them.
As brother Hefflin has stated many times, all these corruptible things we see manifested started as a seed and was allowed to grow. Now there’s no stopping it until Jesus comes and all will be made manifest.
 JOHN 3:19
19  And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.
Condemnation is a sentence of condemnation, damnatory judgement, 
Then we have Paul identifying them.
ROMANS 1:26
26  For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their women did change the natural use into that which is against nature: 
27  And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward another; men with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that recompence of their error which was meet. 
28  And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient; 
Reprobate-96   adokimos    {ad-ok'-ee-mos}
Castaway, rejected, not standing the test, not approved, unfit for, unproved, spurious (fake), reprobate
29  Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, 
30  Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, 
31  Without understanding, covenantbreakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful: 
32  Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them.
II TIMOTHY 3:8
8  Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these also resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith.
There’s only one
 GALATIANS 1:6
6 I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel: 
7  Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ. 
8  But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. 
9  As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed.
There is a way to hate evil and the doers of evil without maliciousness.
I CORINTHIANS 10:13
13  There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.
But all who oppose God are our enemies
PHILIPPIANS 3:17
17 Brethren, be followers together of me, and mark them which walk so as ye have us for an ensample. 
18  (For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ: 
19  Whose end is destruction, whose God is their belly, and whose glory is in their shame, who mind earthly things.) 
We have become used to the idea that we love the sinner, and hate the sin. But David said he hated the sinner.
Just as God makes Himself known through His children. So the enemy manifests himself through his servants.
  JOHN 3:16
16  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 
17  For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.
18  He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.
19  And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.
  20  For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved.
Sin is not sin except as committed by sinful hearts. Sin is an expression and state of anti-God, human corruption in the human heart. 
Sin doesn’t suffer in hell, sinners do.
REVELATION 3:20
20  Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.
Hear not only means to perceive but it also means to attend to the that comes first.
PSALM 1:1-6
1 Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.
2  But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night.
3  And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.
4 The ungodly are not so: but are like the chaff which the wind driveth away.
5  Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous.
6  For the LORD knoweth the way of the righteous: but the way of the ungodly shall perish 

 


 



