

1
2-11-26 Charles Spurgeon and the Third God.
The Words in italics are my comments.
Other references Strong’s concordance unless indicated otherwise.
Copyright Policy
We are glad to give you permission to use any of the material on this website provided you observe the following: 
· Do not charge for the material. 
· Do not make any changes to the content. 
· Give credit to the author and cite the source as www.spurgeongems.org.

THE PERSONALITY OF THE HOLY GHOST 
NO. 4   
A SERMON 
DELIVERED ON SABBATH MORNING, JANUARY 21, 1855 
BY THE REV. C. H. SPURGEON 
AT NEW PARK STREET CHAPEL, SOUTHWARK 

I have honored the request given by permission.  I have not changed one iota of any word of this sermon.  It is complete as received.  My comments are highlighted by italics to show my thoughts and scriptures.

SPURGEON
Therefore I say He is a person. In another text, power is ascribed to the Holy Ghost and power is a thing which can only be ascribed to an existence. In Romans 15:13, it is written, “Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope through the power of the Holy Ghost.”  

I as anyone that believes the scripture also believe the Holy Ghost/Spirit is an existence but that in no way or scripture understanding makes the Holy Ghost/Spirit a third person.

SPURGEON
I need not insist upon it, because it is self-evident, that wherever you find understanding, will, and power, you must also find an existence. It cannot be a mere attribute, it cannot be a metaphor, it cannot be a personified influence, but it must be a person. 
But I have a proof which, perhaps, will be more telling upon you than any other. Acts and deeds are ascribed to the Holy Ghost, therefore He must be a person. You read in the first chapter of the Book of Genesis, that the Spirit brooded over the surface of the earth, when it was as yet all disorder and confusion.  
This world was once a mass of chaotic matter—there was no order, it was like the valley of darkness and of the shadow of death. God the Holy Ghost spread His wings over it. He sowed the seeds of life in it. The germs from which all beings sprang were implanted by Him. He impregnated the earth so that it became capable of life. Now it must have been a person who brought order out of confusion. It must have been an existence who hovered over this world and made it what it now is.  

Here we read of a man who is a founder of a theological college and trained other ministers to make such a statement that is 100% against the Word of God.
If people would read their bibles and pray for understanding there would be some question when statements are made without a scriptural witness.

GENESIS 1:
1 In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.
2 And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.

Note that on Mr. Spurgeon’s quotes on the Holy Ghost not one word that he attributed to the Holy Ghost is found in the Scriptures, rather the opposite.

GENESIS 1:
11 And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth: and it was so.
12 And the earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree yielding fruit, whose seed was in itself, after his kind: and God saw that it was good.

Mr. Spurgeon take creation completely away from God the Father and attributes it to the third God which he is lifting.  The worlds were framed by the Word of God and that Word became flesh in John 1:14 and from that point we understand how God the Father created the worlds not through a separate third God but through his Word.

HEBREWS 11
3 Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear.

Mr. Spurgeon gives an educated understanding of the creation, but faith reveals it is by the Word.
JOHN 1:
14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.

No where in scripture will you find the Holy Ghost creating but rather the Word creates in the beginning.
EPHESIANS 3
9 And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ:

COLOSSIANS 1:
15 Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature: 
16 For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him:

Only by a carnal imagination inspired by a wrong spirit would a person believe the Holy Ghost as a separate person from the Father created all things.

Mr. Spurgeon as most Trinitarians takes from God the Father’s actions and works in the Old Testament and gives them to a third god leaving the other two in their trinity nearly idle.
Mr. Spurgeon make that clear in the following statements.

SPURGEON
But do we not read in Scripture something more of the Holy Ghost? Yes, we are told that “Holy men of old spoke as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” When Moses penned the Pentateuch, the Holy Ghost moved his hand. When David wrote the Psalms, and discoursed sweet music on his harp, it was the Holy Spirit that gave his fingers their Seraphic motion.  
When Solomon dropped from his lips the words of the Proverbs of wisdom, or when he hymned the Canticles of love, it was the Holy Ghost who gave him words of knowledge and hymns of rapture. Ah! and what fire was that which touched the lips of the eloquent Isaiah? What hand was that which came upon Daniel? What might was that which made Jeremiah so plaintive in his grief? or what was that which winged Ezekiel, and made him like an eagle, soar into mysteries aloft and see the mighty unknown beyond our reach?  
Who was it that made Amos, the herdsman, a prophet? Who taught the rough Haggai to pronounce his thundering sentences? Who showed Habakkuk the horses of JEHOVAH marching through the waters? or who kindled the burning eloquence of Nahum? Who caused Malachi to close up the book with the muttering of the word curse? Who was in each of these, save the Holy Ghost? And must it not have been a person who spoke in and through these ancient witnesses? We must believe it. We cannot avoid believing it, when we recall that “Holy men of old spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” 

At this point I am reminded of a scripture from Gensis when Satan asked Eve Hath God said?
And then changed the Word of God meaning or caused it to be questioned when the serpent said you shall not die.

The statement “I am the Lord” is made 161 times in the Old Testament using the Hebrew word for Lord is Jehovah only an overly educated mind would try to say that “I” or “me” means three gods and all of them is one Lord.

ISAIAH 42:
8 I am the LORD: that is my name: and my glory will I not give to another, neither my praise to graven images.
ISAIAH 43:
11 I, even I, am the LORD; and beside me there is no saviour.
ISAIAH 44:
24 Thus saith the LORD, thy redeemer, and he that formed thee from the womb, I am the LORD that maketh all things; that stretcheth forth the heavens alone; that spreadeth abroad the earth by myself;

God is the “I Am” not the “we are.”

SPURGEON
And when has the Holy Ghost ceased to have an influence upon men? We find that still He deals with His ministers and with all His saints. Turn to the Acts and you will find that the Holy Ghost said, “Separate me Paul and Barnabas for the work.” I never heard of an attribute saying such a thing. The Holy Spirit said to Peter, “Go to the centurion and what I have cleansed, that call not thou common.”  
The Holy Ghost caught away Philip after he had baptized the eunuch and carried him to another place. And the Holy Ghost said to Paul, “Thou shalt not go into that city, but shalt turn into another.” And we know that the Holy Ghost was lied unto by Ananias and Sapphira, when it was said, “Thou hast not lied unto man, but unto God.”  

These scriptures are used to try to prove that the Holy Ghost is a God.

ACTS 5:
3 But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the price of the land? 
4 Whiles it remained, was it not thine own? and after it was sold, was it not in thine own power? why hast thou conceived this thing in thine heart? thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God.

The Holy Ghost which was used to inspire every scripture was known by the apostles and writers of the New Testament to be the Spirit of God the Father and used the term interchangeably as in these scriptures.

MATTHEW 10:
19 But when they deliver you up, take no thought how or what ye shall speak: for it shall be given you in that same hour what ye shall speak.
20 For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you.



MARK 13
11 But when they shall lead you, and deliver you up, take no thought beforehand what ye shall speak, neither do ye premeditate: but whatsoever shall be given you in that hour, that speak ye: for it is not ye that speak, but the Holy Ghost.
 
This is not a contradiction but an understanding in both writers that the Holy Ghost and the Father is the same Spirit

SPURGEON
Again, that power which we feel every day who are called to preach—that wondrous spell which makes our lips so potent—that power which gives us thoughts which are like birds from a far-off region, not the natives of our soul—that influence which I sometimes strangely feel, which, if it does not give me poetry and eloquence, gives me a might I never felt before, and lifts me above my fellow man—that majesty with which He clothes His ministers, till in the midst of the battle they cry, aha! like the warhorse of Job, and move themselves like leviathans in the water—that power which gives us might over men, and causes them to sit and listen as if their ears were chained, as if they were entranced by the power of some magician’s wand—that power must come from a person, it must come from the Holy Ghost. 

All churches or religion have speakers that produce the same results as Mr. Spurgeon just described and have multitudes follow like blind sheep.  Jim Jones, Charles Taze Russell, Joseph Smith, Aimee Semple McPherson, William Branham and many others all which doctrines all contradicted each other.

SPURGEON
But is it not said in Scripture, and do we not feel it, dear brethren, that it is the Holy Ghost who regenerates the soul? It is the Holy Ghost who quickens us. “You hath he quickened who were dead in trespasses and sins.” It is the Holy Spirit who imparts the first germ of life, convincing us of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment to come.  
And is it not the Holy Spirit who after that flame is kindled, still fans it with the breath of His mouth and keeps it alive? Its author is its preserver. Oh! can it be said that it is the Holy Ghost who strives in men’s souls, that it is the Holy Ghost who brings them to the foot of Sinai, and then guides them into the sweet place that is called Calvary—

When a person takes the liberty to say that each time the scriptures speaks about a spirit it is speaking about the holy spirit/ghost as a third god or one of three gods he is taking more authority than God has given a minister. The Scripture Mr. Spurgeon quotes is Ephesians 2:1
EPHESIANS 2
1 And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins;

The orginal text in Greek does not have three words in the text the word translated as quickened does not happen until the 5th verse

[image: ]
Nearly every other translation stays with the Greek as this one.
Young's Literal Translation
Also you -- being dead in the trespasses and the sins,
Quickened in mentioned in the 5th verse but the fourth verse identifies the quickening spirit.
EPHESIANS 2:
4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, 
5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)
JOHN 3:
16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

The deception in the way error is preached is wrapped in wisdom.  In order to try to prove that the one God is three gods in essence their interpretation is that in scriptures the spirit will nearly always mean the Holy Ghost/Spirit and God can mean either of the three.

Also ministers will use word that will degrade you for not believing whatever they are preaching, and Mr. Spurgeon joins with that group.

Some of the words Mr. Spurgeon uses are:

Every one who is baptized according to the true form laid down in Scripture must be a Trinitarian, otherwise his baptism is a farce and a lie, and he himself is found a deceiver and a hypocrite before God.

we believe the Father to be a person, the Son to be a person, and the Holy Ghost to be a person. Were there no other proofs in Scripture, I think these would be sufficient for every sensible man.

But I believe every rational man will admit, that when anything is spoken of as having an understanding, it must be an existence—it must, in fact, be a person.  

He does all these things and yet is not a person?  It may be said, but it must be said by fools, for he never can be a wise man who can consider that these things can be done by any other than a glorious person—a divine existence. 

. If you cannot comprehend me, I am much afraid it is because you are not of Israelitish extraction—you are not a child of God nor an inheritor of the kingdom of heaven.  

Mr Spurgeon calls the Holy Ghost a god seven times in this message.  I do believe the Holy Ghost is a person because God is a Spirit and God is Holy and to say the the Holy Ghost is a person other than God the Father you have added to the gospel.

I know Mr. Spurgeon does not in his conscience realize that the Glory that should go to the Father in his sermon has been taken away and given to a God that only exist in a trinitarian’s mind.
MATTHEW 11:
27 All things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no man knoweth the Son, but the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal him.
MATTHEW 16:
16 And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. 
MATTHEW 16:
17 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.
JOHN 6:
44 No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day.

If the Holy Ghost/Spirit is a third god, then he is not equal with the Father as trinitarians teach because he does not know the day the end will come.

MATTHEW 24:
36 But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only. 

Christ also which by the trinitarian is a second God does not know when the end comes.

  Only:  3441   monos    {mon'-os}   alone (without a companion),  -- by (one's) self

SPURGEON
can it be said that He does all these things and yet is not a person? It may be said, but it must be said by fools, for he never can be a wise man who can consider that these things can be done by any other than a glorious person—a divine existence. 
Allow me to give you one more proof and I shall have done. Certain feelings are ascribed to the Holy Ghost, which can only be understood upon the supposition that He is actually a person. In the fourth chapter of Ephesians, verse thirty, it is said that the Holy Ghost can be grieved, “Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.” In Isaiah 63:10, it is said that the Holy Ghost can be vexed, “But they rebelled, and vexed his Holy Spirit; therefore he was turned to be their enemy, and he fought against them.” 
ISAIAH 63:
10 But they rebelled, and vexed: therefore he was turned to be their enemy, and he fought against them.
In Acts 7:51, you read that the Holy Ghost can be resisted, “Ye stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost; as your fathers did, so do ye.” 

SPURGEON
his holy Spirit And in the fifth chapter, ninth verse of the same book, you will find that the Holy Ghost may be tempted. We are there informed that Peter said to Ananias and Sapphira, “How is it that ye have agreed together to tempt the Spirit of the Lord?”  
Now, these things could not be emotions which might be ascribed to a quality or an emanation. They must be understood to relate to a person—an influence could not be grieved—it must be a person who can be grieved, vexed, or resisted.  
And now, dear brethren, I think I have fully established the point of the personality of the Holy Ghost—

To prove the Holy Ghost/Spirit is a person Mr. Spurgeon used phares from scripture to prove his point.  Read again the top of page 3 were Mr. Spurgeon give credit to god the holy ghost the third person of the trinity to have written the law through Moses and sing the Psalms through David, wrote the proverbs through Soloman and spoke through the prophets.  Mr. Spurgeon takes all the glory of the Father and attributes it to a man-made god called “god the Holy Ghost’ which is never found in the scriptures where the Holy Ghost is called a separate god other than the spirit of the one Father God. Mr. Spurgeon and every teacher, preacher or ministers that teaches the trinity is guilty of the same things as Iseral turned to idol worship
EXODUS 32:
1 And when the people saw that Moses delayed to come down out of the mount, the people gathered themselves together unto Aaron, and said unto him, Up, make us gods, which shall go before us; for as for this Moses, the man that brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we wot not what is become of him.
2 And Aaron said unto them, Break off the golden earrings, which are in the ears of your wives, of your sons, and of your daughters, and bring them unto me.
3 And all the people brake off the golden earrings which were in their ears, and brought them unto Aaron.
4 And he received them at their hand, and fashioned it with a graving tool, after he had made it a molten calf: and they said, These be thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt.
5 And when Aaron saw it, he built an altar before it; and Aaron made proclamation, and said, To morrow is a feast to the LORD.
I KINGS 12:
Whereupon the king took counsel, and made two calves of gold, and said unto them, It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem: behold thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt.

SPURGEON
allow me now, most earnestly, to impress upon you the absolute necessity of being sound upon the doctrine of the Trinity. I knew a man, a good minister of Jesus Christ he is now, and I believe he was before he turned aside unto heresy—he began to doubt the glorious divinity of our blessed Lord, and for years he preached the heterodox doctrine, until one day he happened to hear a very eccentric old minister preaching from the text, “But there the glorious LORD will be unto us a place of broad rivers and streams, wherein shall go no galley with oars, neither shall gallant ship pass thereby. Thy tacklings are loosed: they could not well strengthen their mast, they could not spread the sail.”  
“Now,” said the old minister, “you give up the Trinity, and your tacklings are loosed, you cannot strengthen your masts. Once give up the doctrine of three persons, and your tacklings are all gone. Your mast, which ought to be a support to your vessel, is a rickety one and shakes.”  
A Gospel without a Trinity!—it is a pyramid built upon its apex. A Gospel without the Trinity!—it is a rope of sand that cannot hold together. A Gospel without the Trinity!—then, indeed, Satan can overturn it. But give me a Gospel with the Trinity, and the might of hell cannot prevail against it. No man can any more overthrow it than a bubble could split a rock, or a feather break in halves a mountain.  
Get the thought of the three persons and you have the marrow of all divinity. Only know the Father, and know the Son, and know the Holy Ghost to be One, and all things will appear clear. This is the golden key to the secrets of nature—this is the silken clue of the labyrinths of mystery, and he who understands this, will soon understand as much as mortals e’er can know. 

A Gospel without a trinity and other man-made additions is the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
I agree the trinity is as much as the carnal mind which is not subject to God neither can be is the most that most mortal will ever know.

SPURGEON
II. Now for the second point—the UNITED AGENCY of the three persons in the work of our salvation.  
Look at the text and you will find all the three persons mentioned. “I,”—that is the Son—“will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter.” There are the three persons mentioned, all of them doing something for our salvation. “I will pray,” says the Son. “I will send,” says the Father. “I will comfort,” says the Holy Spirit.  

JOHN 14:
16 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever;
17 Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.

What or who is the Comforter?

  Comforter:  3875   parakletos    {par-ak'-lay-tos} one who pleads another's cause before a judge, a pleader, counsel for defense, legal assistant; an advocate
I JOHN 2
1 My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous:

That is the same word and how dare anyone make a third person call god the holy ghost a propitiation for our sins?

  2 And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.

That is the Spirit of Truth?
JOHN 1:
17 For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.
JOHN 14:
6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.
JOHN 14:
17 Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.
EPHESIANS 4
21 If so be that ye have heard him, and have been taught by him, as the truth is
in Jesus:
≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠.
SELF PRAISE MEANS NOTHING!
"He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord" (2 Cor. 10:17). 
None of us really has anything in which to glory, neither the one who preaches nor the ones who provide so that the preacher can travel and preach, nor the ones who pray, nor the ones who sing, work, and serve. It is God who convicts of sin, reveals the Son, and calls the sinner. It is God who saves, keeps, and sanctifies. We have no reason to glory in ourselves nor in our works, but only to praise and give glory to our God, who is pleased to use these human vessels to accomplish His divine purpose (Jer. 9:23-24; Gal. 6:14). 
Besides, it is not the man who praises and commends himself who is approved and accepted; but it is the person whom the Lord enables, approves, and uses. SELF PRAISE MEANS NOTHING! Actually, rather than lifting a person, self-praise really lowers us in the estimation of true believers and is nauseous to God (1 Cor. 10:31)
Henry T. Mahan 
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And you being dead in transgressions and sins,




