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8-12-26 Pt.8 Revelation chapter 7 & the 7th Seal.
The Words in italics are my comments.
Other references Strong’s concordance unless indicated otherwise.
REVELATION 7:
1 And after these things I saw four angels standing on the four corners of the earth, holding the four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor on any tree. 
2 And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God: and he cried with a loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth and the sea, 
3 Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in their foreheads. 

Last service we spoke of the seals which opened to show wars, famines, death, and hell and also those who had given their lives for the Word of God and their testimony.  The Sixth seal revealed the wrath of the Lamb on the earth and the inhabitance thereof.

Now we are going to see the mercy of God to those who has been redeemed this judgment of the sixth seal is put on hold until redemption is finished.

When we look at the word and its condition, we can understand that all that is revealed in the seals is present tense except for the sixth one.  It is on Hold as the servents of God are sealed.

4 And I heard the number of them which were sealed: and there were sealed an hundred and forty and four thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel. 
5 Of the tribe of Juda were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Reuben were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Gad were sealed twelve thousand. 
6 Of the tribe of Aser were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Nepthalim were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Manasses were sealed twelve thousand. 
7 Of the tribe of Simeon were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Levi were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Issachar were sealed twelve thousand. 
8 Of the tribe of Zabulon were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Joseph were sealed twelve thousand. Of the tribe of Benjamin were sealed twelve thousand. 
9 After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands; 
10 And cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb. 

I know this has been and is taught in different ways, but all scriptures must fit with all scriptures.

Some of these 144,000 may be the same ones who once cried to crucify Christ.


ACTS 2:
36 Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ. 
37 Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do? 
38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.
LUKE 23:
34 Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. And they parted his raiment, and cast lots. 
35 And the people stood beholding. And the rulers also with them derided him, saying, He saved others; let him save himself, if he be Christ, the chosen of God.

Did the Father hear that prayer of His Son?

JOHN 11:
41 Then they took away the stone from the place where the dead was laid. And Jesus lifted up his eyes, and said, Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me.
42 And I knew that thou hearest me always: but because of the people which stand by I said it, that they may believe that thou hast sent me.

Any Christian that by faith knows when God hears them has the request they made.

I JOHN 5:
14 And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us: 
15 And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of him.

Forgiveness was given for all but yet it has to be accepted.  Forgiveness is not asking only but believing through the gospel.
ACTS 13:
46 Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and said, It was necessary that the word of God should first have been spoken to you: but seeing ye put it from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles.

The Jews had to be redeemed first by faith and that according to scripture is their restoration which is spiritual not natural until the land is occupied by them.  Those that rejected the gospel were blinded.
ROMANS 1:
16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.

ROMANS 2:
9 Tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth evil, of the Jew first, and also of the Gentile; 
10 But glory, honour, and peace, to every man that worketh good, to the Jew first, and also to the Gentile:
ROMANS 11:
5 Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant according to the election of grace. 
6 And if by grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, then is it no more grace: otherwise work is no more work. 
7 What then? Israel hath not obtained that which he seeketh for; but the election hath obtained it, and the rest were blinded
REVELATION 7:
11 And all the angels stood round about the throne, and about the elders and the four beasts, and fell before the throne on their faces, and worshipped God, 
12 Saying, Amen: Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and might, be unto our God for ever and ever. Amen. 

Now the scene changes and John’s attention is turned to the rest of the group he is looking at.

13 And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are these which are arrayed in white robes? and whence came they? 
14 And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

Before John was informed who this group would be he was shown first staying scripture Isreal first then the gentiles.

This is not a scene about a present tense time when all are in heaven because the 144,000 would not be sealed in heaven but it was an event on earth as they hear the gospel, and they were and are the first fruits.

James who wrote to the 12 tribes that are scattered.

JAMES 1:
18 Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.
REVELATION 14
3 And they sung as it were a new song before the throne, and before the four beasts, and the elders: and no man could learn that song but the hundred and forty and four thousand, which were redeemed from the earth. 
4 These are they which were not defiled with women; for they are virgins. These are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth. These were redeemed from among men, being the firstfruits unto God and to the Lamb

After that we see every nation that is redeemed.

REVELATION 7:
9 After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands;
REVELATION 7:
15 Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple: and he that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them. 
16 They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat. 
17 For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.

Present tense these people serve God in His temple which is their bodies.  He shall or will be among them, he will feed and will lead unto living fountain of water, showing that God by foreknowledge knows who will drink of that spiritual water.

I CORINTHIANS 6:
19 What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?
16 They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat. 
17 For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes. 

God’s elect or bride is not all in heaven at this time but are living by faith in the promises of God.
REVELATION 8:
1 And when he had opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven about the space of half an hour.

I have the complete revelation of what is under the seventh seal.  We were taught that it was the coming of the Lord or the date of the coming. Some teach that it is the opening of the blowing of the trumpets and many other thinks it has something to do with the seven thunders in chapter 10.

The secret if we would call it that is it is silent.   We cannot say something that the scripture does not say.  Why it is silent I can tell you about my thoughts by scripture.
Let’s recap.

Chapter 2 & 3 speaks of the churches their works, faith and errors with correction.
Chapter 4 Takes us into presence of the One Holy God that both Ezekiel and Isiah seen by vision.  We see the 24 Elders, the four beasts and the seven lamps of fire.  We see all present worshiping the One God.

Chapter 5 we see the seven sealed book and the slain Lamb being found the only one worthy to take the book.   Because we all are born in Sin.  We see the 7 lamps of fire which are the seven Spirits of the One God moved and become the seven eyes of the Lamb.

We do not know all that happened at that time, but much is revealed by other scriptures.

Christ died for the sin of the world and after His resurrection he could not be touched until he had ascended to the Father.
JOHN 20:
17 Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God.
HEBREWS 9:
12 Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us.
HEBREWS 9:
14 How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God? 
15 And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first testament, they which are called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance.

Christ also is the only one who can bring righteous judgment to the world.

His ministry begins the judgment.

JOHN 12
31 Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out.

After his resurrection He assured the disciples that He had that authority or power.

MATTHEW 28:
18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.

Power:    1849   exousia    {ex-oo-see'-ah} the power of authority (influence) and of right.  power of choice, liberty of doing as one pleases; leave or permission

Chapter 6 we see Judgment loosed by the four horsemen with the first four seals opened.
The 5th seal shows the Saints that had given their life for the Word of God and their testimony.  The sixth seal show the wrath of the lamb fallen upon the inhabitances of the earth and it is also as recorded in Matthew, Mark, and Luke the coming of the Lord and the catching away of the true church.

The seventh chapter shows how God has and will redeem first of all Israel and after that all nations that are believers.  This shows by vision the judgment and salvation of our Lord.  Because all is complete by vision with the God who speaks things that are not as though they are the time of this world in its fallen state ends and the silence to me means nothing remains to finish the purpose of God.

ROMANS 4:
17 (As it is written, I have made thee a father of many nations,) before him whom he believed, even God, who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things which be not as though they were.

From this point in scripture, we see the Holy Ghost starting again showing things that have been happening from the beginning as the seven trumpets start the judgment, I believe upon Israel that has rejected Christ.

Judgment could not start until the 144,00 were sealed and as judgment fell the ones with the seal were protected.

We are told that before the trumpets sound the prayer of the saints are ascending to God.

REVELATION 8:
2 And I saw the seven angels which stood before God; and to them were given seven trumpets. 
3 And another angel came and stood at the altar, having a golden censer; and there was given unto him much incense, that he should offer it with the prayers of all saints upon the golden altar which was before the throne. 
4 And the smoke of the incense, which came with the prayers of the saints, ascended up before God out of the angel's hand.

We also see that the 144,000 were the only ones at this time sealed in the forehead they also are the only ones protected.
REVELATION 9:
4 And it was commanded them that they should not hurt the grass of the earth, neither any green thing, neither any tree; but only those men which have not the seal of God in their foreheads.
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Job 1:21, "Naked I came from my mother's womb, and naked I will return.
The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away. Blessed be the name of the LORD!"
That is the way to be at peace with God--to be thankful at all times.
Thank God for your mercies, and for your miseries. 
Thank Him for your gains, and for your losses. 
Thank Him for your enjoyments and pleasures, and also for your aches and pains. 
Thank Him for every hard thing that comes from Him, for there is as much love in the hard things as in the pleasant things. God is as kind when He uses His chastening rod, as when He gives a kiss.
I owe more than I can tell to . . 
  God's hammer and the anvil, 
  His fire and flood, 
  His pruning knife and the threshing floor.
The Lord's dealings with me have been full of mercy, though they have often been painful.
I have learned more from my trials, than from my prosperity. 
I have been better taught by the thorn, than by the lily. 
I have learned to kiss the wave that throws me against the Rock of Ages.
There is no better school for a Christian, than that of sorrow and trial. The greatest blessing that God can give us is not a comfortable life, but a cross. It is the cross that makes us like our Lord Jesus. The furnace of affliction is the place where the Lord purifies His people. We may thank God for the fire, because it separates the precious from the vile.
Affliction is the torch which God uses to show us the vanity of earth, and the preciousness of Heaven. We are often better for our trials. We would not have known the sweetness of His promises, if we had not tasted the bitterness of affliction. We may be grateful for our afflictions, for they have been the means of driving us to prayer, and bringing us nearer to Jesus.
We cannot always understand God's purposes in affliction, but we may always trust Him, for we know that He causes all things to work together for good to His redeemed children.
"Because of the LORD's faithful love we do not perish, for His mercies never end.
 They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness!" Lamentations 3:22-23
What a mercy to be out of the hospital!
What a mercy to have the use of one's limbs and mind!
What a mercy to be out of prison! What a mercy to be out of Hell! Surely He has not dealt with us after our sins! Job 2:10, "Should we accept only good from God, and not adversity?"
