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6-7-26. My Answer to Those who Examine Me.
The Words in italics are my comments.
Other references Strong’s concordance unless indicated otherwise.
I CORINTHIANS 9:
3 Mine answer to them that do examine me is this,
I PETER 3:
15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear:

Answer:  627   apologia    {ap-ol-og-ee'-ah} verbal defence, speech in defence, a reasoned statement or argument.

There are hundreds maybe millions of different religions in the world today and most would point to themselves as being correct, but some will compromise for social reasons.

People today look for a “church” to find Christ in the first church the ministers were the ones to present Christ where they found a chance.  There was no church for a person to go to in order to find Christ, but the ministry found the people who would want Christ after they heard the gospel.  Sometimes the sermon would only cause anger.

ACTS 17:
16 Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, his spirit was stirred in him, when he saw the city wholly given to idolatry. 
17 Therefore disputed he in the synagogue with the Jews, and with the devout persons, and in the market daily with them that met with him.

I have preached on the street in tent meetings but the only groups I would be allowed in was those with which I agree with in doctrine.

When you separate into only scriptural doctrine it will sit you apart from all others that do not have scriptures for a foundation although all will claim to be scriptural based.

The only place I can find where I can openly speak what I believe to be bible doctrine is either in a group that believe in a person’s ministry and would be restricted to only those who would come where the ministry would be located.  The other being on the radio or internet.  The radio is mostly local and tv would be too expensive for most true ministers
The internet is mostly worldwide, and God can direct people to the place they can hear truth if they desire truth.

I believe the gospel that should be preached to the world is simple and most religions have lost track of what the gospel is as they did in the Corinthian church.

II CORINTHIANS 11
3 But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.

I CORINTHIANS 15:
1 Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; 
2 By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain. 
3 For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; 
4 And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures:
I CORINTHIANS 15:
»    16 For if the dead rise not, then is not Christ raised: 
17 And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins. 
18 Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished. 
20 But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept. 
21 For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead. 
22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. 
23 But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at his coming.

The Gospel will reprove or make the world guilty of sin, the Holy Spirit in a minister will do that it will not compromise in order to be accepted.

JOHN 16:
8 And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment:

The gospel is preached in order to make the world guilty of sin though most will fail to accept that and will under the reproof which the Greek uses conviction, of refusing a way out.
ROMANS 3:
23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;

Because of sin there is a judgment to come preached so strongly through Paul that it made Felix tremble.
ACTS 24
25 And as he reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and judgment to come, Felix trembled, and answered, Go thy way for this time; when I have a convenient season, I will call for thee.

Felix was no doubt put on what God gives as a time of repentance and that has nothing to do with any person’s convenient time.
II CORINTHIANS 6:
2 (For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation have I succoured thee: behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.)
REVELATION 2:
21 And I gave her space to repent of her fornication; and she repented not.

When the true gospel is heard that starts a time or space to repent.
To convert a person to some church doctrine is not what the true gospel will do.

MATTHEW 9:
13 But go ye and learn what that meaneth, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice: for I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.

All false religion clothes people with a self-righteous religion.  The true gospel exposes that.
JOHN 15
22 If I had not come and spoken unto them, they had not had sin: but now they have no cloke for their sin.

Because I will go into the foundation of salvation I would like to start with this scripture.

HEBREWS 6:
1 Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God, 
2 Of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment. 
3 And this will we do, if God permit. 

The scripture did not tell the say to quit preaching the principles but it but to go on to other aspects of the gospel and emphasized that the foundation of the gospel would be preached if God permits.  Then reasons were given.

4 For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, 
5 And have tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the world to come, 
6 If they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame. 

Different groups have different views about these scripture.  One group that believe you can lose your salvation read it one way and another group tries to say they were not converted but have only tasted of the things of God.

My understanding of this came because of seeing things like this in the religions I have been a part of.

A church I attended made a point to constantly at nearly ever service to renew the experience that the people had often warning of falling away if not zealous of staying close to our Lord.

In my understanding we are told true Christians could not fall away because if they did, they could not be renewed.  To partake of the Holy Ghost meant to share in or have a part of.

Partaker:  3353   metochos    {met'-okh-os} sharing in, partaking ,a partner (in a work, office, dignity)

In these verse that follow we understand there are but two seeds.  One receive blessing and the other is rejected.  A seed can only produce what is in it.  It cannot change in the middle of growth. 

7 For the earth which drinketh in the rain that cometh oft upon it, and bringeth forth herbs meet for them by whom it is dressed, receiveth blessing from God: 
8 But that which beareth thorns and briers is rejected, and is nigh unto cursing; whose end is to be burn
9 But, beloved we are persuaded better things of you, and things that accompany salvation, though we thus speak.

Repentance is more than what a person can do on their own by emotion or what is known as an altar call.
II CORINTHIANS 7
10 For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death.
II TIMOTHY 2:
24 And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt 
25 In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth; 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]26 And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will.

Repentance is the requirement for God’s mercy.

II CORINTHIANS 12:
21 And lest, when I come again, my God will humble me among you, and that I shall bewail many which have sinned already, and have not repented of the uncleanness and fornication and lasciviousness which they have committed.
MATTHEW 3:
7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism, he said unto them, O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 
8 Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance:	

Repentance is not just a putting away of acts or deeds but is a complete change of life.

LUKE 14:
31 Or what king, going to make war against another king, sitteth not down first, and consulteth whether he be able with ten thousand to meet him that cometh against him with twenty thousand? 
32 Or else, while the other is yet a great way off, he sendeth an ambassage, and desireth conditions of peace.
33 So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple.
MATTHEW 8:
21 And another of his disciples said unto him, Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my father. 
22 But Jesus said unto him, Follow me; and let the dead bury their dead.

You can only follow Christ through his leadership, and no person man or woman can fulfil that only Christ Himself.

If you follow a man without the leadership of Christ, you will only end up in a religious prison.
ROMANS 8:
14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.

The Holy Ghost is the only things that will lead you to all truth.

JOHN 16:
13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come.

As I have said many times before it takes both hearing the gospel by a man and then having the teacher within you is the only way to maintain a true Christian and avoid error.
John the Apostle was a man but told they would need the anointing to avoid receiving error.
I JOHN 2:
25 And this is the promise that he hath promised us, even eternal life. 
26 These things have I written unto you concerning them that seduce you. 
27 But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him. 
28 And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may have confidence, and not be ashamed before him at his coming. 
29 If ye know that he is righteous, ye know that every one that doeth righteousness is born of him.
EPHESIANS 4:
20 But ye have not so learned Christ; 
21 If so be that ye have heard him, and have been taught by him, as the truth is in Jesus:

I want to close this today by speaking about baptism which should always follow repentance.

Infant baptism cannot be found in the scripture. Although it is taught as necessity by some as R.C. Sproul states in the attached article.

I reject it a needed because all scripture about baptism comes after a person has heard the gospel and believed.  An infant cannot repent or believe.

MATTHEW 3
5 Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judaea, and all the region round about Jordan, 
6 And were baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins. 
7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism, he said unto them, O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 
8 Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance:

MARK 16:
16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.

John was the first to bring baptism into the New Testament and he also taught the baptism for remission of sins.
MARK 1
4 John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.

If baptism could remit or remove sins why did Christ have to die?

 Baptism:  907   baptizo    {bap-tid'-zo}  to dip repeatedly, to immerse, to submerge (of vessels sunk)

A person who has not been submerged in water has not been baptized.

If any form of baptism is needed before sin for forgiven or remitted, then how did Cornelius receive the Holy Ghost will still in sin?
ACTS 10:
43 To him give all the prophets witness, that through his name whosoever believeth in him shall receive remission of sins. 
44 While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the word. 
45 And they of the circumcision which believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost.

Cornelius and those with him that heard the word understood that only through the name and faith in Christ would bring remission or forgiveness of sins Baptism was not preached until after they had repented and been filled with the Holy Ghost.

ACTS 10:
47 Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we? 
48 And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then prayed they him to tarry certain days.

Baptism identifies you with Christ as an outward sign of an inward conversion.

ROMANS 6:
4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.
5 For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection:
COLOSSIANS 2:
12 Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead.
≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠

This is the message from heaven. It was a voice from heaven which COMMANDED JOHN TO WRITE, "Blessed are the dead, who die in the Lord." The world will take you into slavish country club where wealth, power, and success abound. These people are laughing, singing, drinking, and making merry. Nothing on this earth is beyond their reach. The best is none too good.
The world will take you to a university where the scholars of the world delve deeper into the wisdom of the world; or to the Olympic games where men and women in excellent health vie for prestigious, precious medals; or to the field of battle where officers win a place in history; or to the halls of legislature; for the doctrine of men is "blessed are the living who are rich, wise, healthy, and powerful." 
The voice from heaven takes you into a darkened room. There is complete silence except for the breathing of a weary pilgrim. A loving husband and grateful children stand at the foot of the bed as tears flow silently down their cheeks. In a moment, with a deep sigh, her eyes open and a smile crosses her face as she says, "I am ready to go and be with Christ which is far better; for I KNOW WHOM I have believed and am persuaded He is able to keep that which I have committed unto Him FOR THIS VERY DAY." 
She breathes for the last time and she is gone; and the voice from heaven says, "Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord that they may rest from their labors." The world may try, but they cannot write BLESSED where God has written CURSED; and try as they might, they cannot write CURSED where God has written BLESSED! It is so sad that what the world calls rich, God calls poor; and what the world calls poor, God calls rich in faith and heirs of His kingdom (James 2:5).                        Henry T. Mahan 
≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠
"For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures" (1Cor. 15:3).
The gospel is not just that Christ died. The gospel is how that He died for us according to God's eternal and immutable decree, "the scriptures" (Acts 2:23: Rev. 13:8).
The scriptures declare that His death was appointed by God (Gen. 3:15; 22:8; Psa.22; Psa. 69; Matt. 16:21; Gal. 4:4).
The scriptures declare that His death was voluntary, He willingly laid down His life for us (Isa. 53:7; John 10:17-18).
The scriptures declare that His death was substitutionary (Isa. 53:4-6; 2Cor. 5:21; 1Pet. 3:18 ).
The scriptures declare that His death was to accomplish a definite atonement of infinite value for His people (Isa. 53:8; Matt. 1:21; John 10:15; Heb. 2:17).
The scriptures declare that His death satisfied all the demands of God's holy law and justice (Isa. 42:21; 53:10-12; Dan. 9:24; Matt. 5:17).

The scriptures declare that His death was most effectual to put away all the sin of the covenant people (Psa. 103:12; Isa. 38:17; Micah 7:18-20; Heb.9:26; 10:17; 1John 1:7).
 Every pledge of salvation has its accomplishment in the Lord Jesus Christ, "For all the promises of God in him are yea, and in him Amen, unto the glory of God by us” (2Cor. 1:21). All that God has promised concerning salvation in Christ is certain and sure, "And being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able also to perform." (Rom. 4:21)
John Gill said, "Every promise, type and prophecy recorded in the law, in the prophets, and in the Psalms, concerning His sufferings and death, had their fulfillment in Him; nothing was more clearly prefigured and foretold and nothing more punctually and fully answered."
Our Lord said, "But how then shall the scriptures be fulfilled, that thus it must be?" "But all this was done, that the scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled." (Matt. 26:54-56), "It is finished" (John 19:30).
The apostle Paul said, "God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of Christ" (Gal. 6:14). I say, Amen and thank God (1 Cor. 2:2)!  Authur unknown.
