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	10-11-26 Revelation Chapter 16 (The Vials)	
The Words in italics are my comments.
Other references Strong’s concordance unless indicated otherwise.
REVELATION 16:
1 And I heard a great voice out of the temple saying to the seven angels, Go your ways, and pour out the vials of the wrath of God upon the earth. 

Wrath:  2372   thumos    {thoo-mos'}    1) passion, angry, heat, anger forthwith boiling up and soon subsiding again.

There are different ways God bring judgment one is by the forces of this world against one another seemingly controlled or loosed by what is called the four winds.

JEREMIAH 49:
36 And upon Elam will I bring the four winds from the four quarters of heaven, and will scatter them toward all those winds; and there shall be no nation whither the outcasts of Elam shall not come.
DANIEL 7:
2 Daniel spake and said, I saw in my vision by night, and, behold, the four winds of the heaven strove upon the great sea.
3 And four great beasts came up from the sea, diverse one from another.
ISAIAH 7:
18 And it shall come to pass in that day, that the LORD shall hiss for the fly that is in the uttermost part of the rivers of Egypt, and for the bee that is in the land of Assyria.
19 And they shall come, and shall rest all of them in the desolate valleys, and in the holes of the rocks, and upon all thorns, and upon all bushes.
20 In the same day shall the Lord shave with a razor that is hired, namely, by them beyond the river, by the king of Assyria, the head, and the hair of the feet: and it shall also consume the beard.
REVELATION 7:
1 And after these things I saw four angels standing on the four corners of the earth, holding the four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor on any tree. 
2 And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God: and he cried with a loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth and the sea, 
3 Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in their foreheads.

Others are by the forces of nature and/or Pestilence and sometimes evil beasts.

EZEKIEL 5:
16 When I shall send upon them the evil arrows of famine, which shall be for their destruction, and which I will send to destroy you: and I will increase the famine upon you, and will break your staff of bread:
17 So will I send upon you famine and evil beasts, and they shall bereave thee; and pestilence and blood shall pass through thee; and I will bring the sword upon thee. I the LORD have spoken it.
ISAIAH 29:
6 Thou shalt be visited of the LORD of hosts with thunder, and with earthquake, and great noise, with storm and tempest, and the flame of devouring fire.

The vials are directly from God without a mediator other than these angel messengers to deliver judgment.  God does sometimes send judgment as mentioned which are partial judgments on different places but the vails or poured out on all the earth.

Some teach that believers will be here doing that time but that is contrary to scripture. The 14th chapter sees the believers taken up as a harvest before the judgment of the false vine the same as these other scriptures.
ROMANS 2:
7 To them who by patient continuance in well doing seek for glory and honour and immortality, eternal life: 
8 But unto them that are contentious, and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, indignation and wrath, 
9 Tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth evil, of the Jew first, and also of the Gentile;
ROMANS 5:
9 Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him.
I THESSALONIANS 5
9 For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ,

Noah was in the Ark before destruction hit.
Lot was out of Sodom before it was destroyed.

There are only two vines one that bore fruit and the other vine of the earth.  I know there might be some people crying out doing the vials but according to scripture the door is shut.
I mentioned on the last message that there will be no one saved by grace at this time.  All who will believe have been taken and I see no sign of repentance or remorse doing this time.
This time is similar to when Jerusalem was under siege in the Old Testament God had pronounced judgment because of their sin.

JEREMIAH 25:
11 And this whole land shall be a desolation, and an astonishment; and these nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years.

JEREMIAH 29:
8 For thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Let not your prophets and your diviners, that be in the midst of you, deceive you, neither hearken to your dreams which ye cause to be dreamed.
9 For they prophesy falsely unto you in my name: I have not sent them, saith the LORD.

Today we have ministers that God did not send speaking of a great revival doing the time of the judgment of God and create a false hope in the people who listen to them thinking if I am not saved now, I will accept it in judgment.

The great tribulation is a word to describe what many religions and theologians teach will happen in the future over a period of 3 and ½ years or 7 years which cannot be found in scripture except by what the scripture calls private interpretation.

When the Lord shuts the door no one can open it.

REVELATION 3:
7 And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write; These things saith he that is holy, he that is true, he that hath the key of David, he that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth;
MATTHEW 25:
10 And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with him to the marriage: and the door was shut.
11 Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us.
12 But he answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I know you not.
13 Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh.
LUKE 13:
24 Strive to enter in at the strait gate: for many, I say unto you, will seek to enter in, and shall not be able.
25 When once the master of the house is risen up, and hath shut to the door, and ye begin to stand without, and to knock at the door, saying, Lord, Lord, open unto us; and he shall answer and say unto you, I know you not whence ye are: 
26 Then shall ye begin to say, We have eaten and drunk in thy presence, and thou hast taught in our streets.
27 But he shall say, I tell you, I know you not whence ye are; depart from me, all ye workers of iniquity.
28 There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when ye shall see Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets, in the kingdom of God, and you yourselves thrust out.

I cannot say correctly without doubt what or how these judgments occur because they have not happened yet.  I do believe most of them if not all are actual occurrences.

This is the end time, and it is spoken of in other places and in other ways but there is only one end of mercy and judgment that follows.

MATTHEW 24:
14 And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.
REVELATION 6
12 And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there was a great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as blood; 
13 And the stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even as a fig tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is shaken of a mighty wind. 
14 And the heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain and island were moved out of their places. 
15 And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and every bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains; 
16 And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: 
17 For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?
REVELATION 14:
18 And another angel came out from the altar, which had power over fire; and cried with a loud cry to him that had the sharp sickle, saying, Thrust in thy sharp sickle, and gather the clusters of the vine of the earth; for her grapes are fully ripe. 
19 And the angel thrust in his sickle into the earth, and gathered the vine of the earth, and cast it into the great winepress of the wrath of God. 
20 And the winepress was trodden without the city, and blood came out of the winepress, even unto the horse bridles, by the space of a thousand and six hundred furlongs.
REVELATION 19:
11 And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war. 
12 His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he had a name written, that no man knew, but he himself. 
13 And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of God. 
14 And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean. 
15 And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.

These all speak of the same events of the end time


REVELATION 16:
2 And the first went, and poured out his vial upon the earth; and there fell a noisome and grievous sore upon the men which had the mark of the beast, and upon them which worshipped his image. 
3 And the second angel poured out his vial upon the sea; and it became as the blood of a dead man: and every living soul died in the sea. 
4 And the third angel poured out his vial upon the rivers and fountains of waters; and they became blood. 
5 And I heard the angel of the waters say, Thou art righteous, O Lord, which art, and wast, and shalt be, because thou hast judged thus. 
6 For they have shed the blood of saints and prophets, and thou hast given them blood to drink; for they are worthy. 
7 And I heard another out of the altar say, Even so, Lord God Almighty, true and righteous are thy judgments. 
8 And the fourth angel poured out his vial upon the sun; and power was given unto him to scorch men with fire. 

This scripture shows that doing the plagues people did not repent.

9 And men were scorched with great heat, and blasphemed the name of God, which hath power over these plagues: and they repented not to give him glory. 

When a persons perceived religion fails, they will curse God instead of repent.
Satan had given the beast his seat or position of power and judgment struck there.

REVELATION 13
2 And the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion: and the dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and great authority.
REVELATION 16:
10 And the fifth angel poured out his vial upon the seat of the beast; and his kingdom was full of darkness; and they gnawed their tongues for pain, 
11 And blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and their sores, and repented not of their deeds. 
12 And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great river Euphrates; and the water thereof was dried up, that the way of the kings of the east might be prepared. 

 I believe the next three verses are a warning and gives us an understanding of how the world and false religion was brought to this place.  Instead of listening to men they were following devils.

13 And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. 
Those spirits have been around for a long time.

II CORINTHIANS 11:
14 And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. 
15 Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works.
REVELATION 13:
11 And I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth; and he had two horns like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon.

Now we as Christians see the cover pulled away from them.

REVELATION 16:
14 For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty. 

That was their purpose and another reason I believe this was a warning to believers is because in verse 15 the believer is exhorted.

15 Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame.

The final purpose of Satan finished.

16 And he gathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon.   4023   Mgiddown (Zech. 12:11)    {meg-id-done'}    !ADIg.m    or Mgiddow {meg-id-do'} from 1413; Megiddo or Megiddon = "place of crowds"

That place today is a national park in Israel the name come from Hebrew Megiddo Place of crowds.  I believe Armageddon mean spiritual because I suppose the whole world could be gathered around a place, but it can be called that name because of its attributes “place of crowds”

17 And the seventh angel poured out his vial into the air; and there came a great voice out of the temple of heaven, from the throne, saying, It is done. 
18 And there were voices, and thunders, and lightnings; and there was a great earthquake, such as was not since men were upon the earth, so mighty an earthquake, and so great. 
19 And the great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell: and great Babylon came in remembrance before God, to give unto her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of his wrath. 

The cup of wine of the fierceness of God’s wrath is a special condemnation to the false religion more than the destruction that has been falling, and I believe will receive at the day of final judgment.

Some place that are destroyed will come back in the day of judgment.  Remember a city is not the buildings but the people that dwelt in that city.  The buildings of Sodom and Gomorrah did not sin nor feel pain of the judgment, but the people did.

MARK 6:
11 And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear you, when ye depart thence, shake off the dust under your feet for a testimony against them. Verily I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrha in the day of judgment, than for that city.

Tolerable:  414  »      anektoteros    {an-ek-tot'-er-os}

Babylon whatever city started it foundation is not just building but it is people who have refused the ministers and the gospel they had.


REVELATION 14:
10 The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb:
REVELATION 16:
20 And every island fled away, and the mountains were not found. 
21 And there fell upon men a great hail out of heaven, every stone about the weight of a talent: and men blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail; for the plague thereof was exceeding great.

Talent:  5006   talantiaios    {tal-an-tee-ah'-yos}a weight or worth of a talent. A talent of silver weighed about 100 pounds, of gold, 200 pounds.

This is the finishing of the physical judgment but next we will go into a study of Babylon and her destruction before she came to the vails of judgment.  Whatever city we may think Babylon would be to destroy that city would not destroy Babylon because it is a spiritual city perhaps represented by some physical city like Rome being on seven hills.
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J.C. Ryle 1816-1900
"Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord." Hebrews 12:14
The regenerate man is a holy man. He endeavors . . .
  to live according to God's will,
  to do the things which please God,
  to avoid the things which God hates. 
His aim and desire is to love God with heart and soul, and mind and strength; and to love his neighbor as himself. His wish is to be continually looking to Christ as his Example as well as his Savior; and to manifest himself as Christ's friend, by obeying whatever He commands. 
No doubt he is not perfect. None will tell you that sooner than himself. He groans under the burden of indwelling corruption cleaving to him. He finds an evil principle within him constantly warring against grace, and trying to draw him away from God. Yet, in spite of all short-comings, the average bent and bias . . .
  of his ways, is holy;
  of his doings, is holy;
  of his tastes, is holy;
  and of his habits, is holy. 
In spite of all his swerving and turning aside, like a ship going against a contrary wind, the general course of his life is in one direction: toward God and for God. He will generally be able to say, with old John Newton, 
"I am not what I ought to be.
 I am not what I want to be.
 I am not what I hope to be in the eternal world.
 But still, I am not what I once used to be!
 By the grace of God, I am what I am!" (1 Corinthians 15:10)
Ezekiel Hopkins, 1670: "Let none conclude that they have no grace, because they have many imperfections in their obedience. You may be very weak and imperfect, and yet you may be truly born again, and be a genuine son of God, and heir of Heaven."

