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8-23-26 The Gospel, The Church, The Believer
The Words in italics are my comments.
Other references Strong’s concordance unless indicated otherwise.
I PETER 1:
25 But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word which by the gospel is preached unto you.
EPHESIANS 3:
10 To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God, 
21 Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen.
I JOHN 5:
10 He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in himself: he that believeth not God hath made him a liar; because he believeth not the record that God gave of his Son.

What is the gospel?  It is the Word of the Lord; it is nothing else.  It is the only understanding we will ever have about God, Christ, or the life it produces.

It is the means that adds believers to the church of Jesus Christ.

ACTS 2:
46 And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart, 
47 Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.
II TIMOTHY 3:
16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 
17 That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.

The gospel is inspired no matter with what emotion or what by religion is falsely called anointing does not matter it is what is spoken from the Word that is inspired.

There is no instruction about the gospel but to preach it the burden is then on those who have ears to hear.  That is also the correction that is to be received also must be word correction.
MATTHEW 11:
14 And if ye will receive it, this is Elias, which was for to come.
15 He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.

The gospel to save those who believe contains simple instructions and no more should be taught.
I CORINTHIANS 15:
1 Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; 
2 By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain. 
3 For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; 
4 And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures:

Paul points back to the beginning what they hold to.

ACTS 26:
19 Whereupon, O king Agrippa, I was not disobedient unto the heavenly vision: 
20 But shewed first unto them of Damascus, and at Jerusalem, and throughout all the coasts of Judaea, and then to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, and do works meet for repentance.
ACTS 24:
24 And after certain days, when Felix came with his wife Drusilla, which was a Jewess, he sent for Paul, and heard him concerning the faith in Christ. 
25 And as he reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and judgment to come, Felix trembled, and answered, Go thy way for this time; when I have a convenient season, I will call for thee.
ACTS 26:
22 Having therefore obtained help of God, I continue unto this day, witnessing both to small and great, saying none other things than those which the prophets and Moses did say should come: 
23 That Christ should suffer, and that he should be the first that should rise from the dead, and should shew light unto the people, and to the Gentiles. 
24 And as he thus spake for himself, Festus said with a loud voice, Paul, thou art beside thyself; much learning doth make thee mad. 
25 But he said, I am not mad, most noble Festus; but speak forth the words of truth and soberness.

The only attraction that was used to attract people to the gospel was the words of the gospel that had no singers or any entertainment.

MARK 16:
15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.
16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.

Doctrine about election, the trinity, baptism of infants or offerings was never mentioned as the gospel was preached a true minister knows that you can not teach doctrine to a person that is not converted.  Yet that is the knowledge and deception Satan knows and uses to bring people into deception that have not yet received the Holy Ghost.
I CORINTHIANS 3:
1 And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ. 
2 I have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able.
HEBREWS 5:
10 Called of God an high priest after the order of Melchisedec. 
11 Of whom we have many things to say, and hard to be uttered, seeing ye are dull of hearing. 
12 For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat.

It would be better to realize you are a baby in Christ or maybe not even converted then to believe a lie and be transformed into a church image to reflect a religion made god.

II PETER 2:
21 For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them.
22 But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his own vomit again; and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire.
HEBREWS 5:
13 For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe. 
14 But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.

The “meat” doctrines of the scriptures can only be fully revealed by the Holy Ghost any other attempts will end in confusion or deception.

The gospel consists of milk to those who will hear the doctrine of the gospel and then strong meat to those who have grown to accept teaching witness by the Holy Spirit within them.

Paul explained the difference of the teaching.

HEBREWS 6:
1 Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God, 
2 Of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment. 
3 And this will we do, if God permit. 
4 For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, 
5 And have tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the world to come, 
6 If they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame.

Any and again I say any false doctrine stalls your faith or overthrows it.

II TIMOTHY 2:
17 And their word will eat as doth a canker: of whom is Hymenaeus and Philetus; 
18 Who concerning the truth have erred, saying that the resurrection is past already; and overthrow the faith of some.
II PETER 2:
14 Having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot cease from sin; beguiling unstable souls: an heart they have exercised with covetous practices; cursed children: 
15 Which have forsaken the right way, and are gone astray, following the way of Balaam the son of Bosor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness;

Every believer starts as a baby in Christ when allowed to grow even on the milk of the Word of God they will be able to comprehend correct doctrine according to the ability God gives them.

I PETER 2:
1 Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings, 
2 As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby:

Malice:  2549   kakia    {kak-ee'-ah}malignity, malice, ill-will, desire to injure
Guile:    1388   dolos    {dol'-os}   craft, deceit, guile. Dictionary: Craft:   skill in carrying out one's work:
Hypocrisies:  5272   hupokrisis    {hoop-ok'-ree-sis}the acting of a stage player; dissimulation: Concealment of one’s thoughts, feelings, or character; pretense.
Dictionary:  Envies : A feeling of discontented or resentful longing aroused by someone else’s possessions, qualities or luck.

My personal feelings and experience with envy and Jealously is this.

Envy:  A desire to have what someone else possesses.
Jealously:  A fear someone will take something you feel is yours alone.  It also causes malice.  A word search came up with the same results.

Malice shows up especially in religion.
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 Luther did, in fact, support the execution of Anabaptists, witches, and even dissenters on matters of doctrine and morality. Drawing directly from Luther’s own writings—including Luther’s Works, Table Talk, and the biographical analysis of Roland Bainton lays out clear evidence that the Protestant Reformer advocated the death penalty for theological dissent, including those who rejected infant baptism.
Note that Calvin is not at all against capital punishment (as happened in the famous Servetus case); he is only opposed to the absence of discussion and attempted persuasion of heretics and a thorough, fair trial and sufficient evidence of guilt before punishing them (assuming they are unrepentant).

To be carnal means thinking and acting according to your mind and not being led of the Holy Ghost. 
ROMANS 8:
7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.

The orthodox church is built on the foundation of the councils of men.  Paul pointed to what the true church is built upon.

We are talking about either believers or potential believers.

I CORINTHIANS 3:
2 I have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able. 
3 For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men? 
4 For while one saith, I am of Paul; and another, I am of Apollos; are ye not carnal? 
5 Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye believed, even as the Lord gave to every man? 
6 I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase. 
7 So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase. 
8 Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one: and every man shall receive his own reward according to his own labour. 
9 For we are labourers together with God: ye are God's husbandry, ye are God's building.

Paul was above others as far as the Revelation of Jesus Christ but was equal when it came to the ability speak and by his own words his speech was not eloquent.
II CORINTHIANS 10:
10 For his letters, say they, are weighty and powerful; but his bodily presence is weak, and his speech contemptible.

I CORINTHIANS 3:
10 According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon. 
11 For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.
EPHESIANS 1:
17 That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him:

The church of Jesus Christ has one head and that is Jesus Christ which means He directs and controls it without any help from the ability of any man.

COLOSSIANS 1:
18 And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence.

A church speaks of a called assemble the true church is called by God himself through the gospel.
II THESSALONIANS 2:
14 Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
15 Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye have been taught, whether by word, or our epistle.

The gospel is only what you find given in the scriptures the believer is those that have believed and have the witness (Holy Spirit) within themselves.

GALATIANS 1:
8 But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. 
9 As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed.

Most would agree the early church had no programs other than the gospel and those things fulfil the needs of the people.
Since then, it has expended to have Sunday schools, different methods to preach and teach according to a person’s age or gender.
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“But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin” (1 John 1:7).
Oh what good news the gospel of Jesus Christ declares to guilty sinners. We are by birth and nature children of wrath even as others; loving darkness rather than the Light of the truth (John 3:19; Eph. 2:12). However, by the marvelous power of God through the gospel of Christ (Rom. 1:16), God has delivered us from the power of darkness and translated us into the kingdom of the Son of His love (Col. 1:13); that we should show forth the praises of Him Who called us out of darkness into His marvelous light (2 Cor. 4:6; 1 Peter 2:9). 
Moreover, the gospel declares unto all that believe the gospel of Christ that the precious blood atonement of the Lord Jesus Christ cleanses and justifies us from all sin (Rom. 5:9). Not with the blood of bulls and goats (Heb. 9:11-12), not with the ceremony and traditions of men (Matt. 15:9), but rather with the glorious blood offering of the Lord Jesus Christ Himself nothing else (Acts 20:28), nothing less (1 Cor. 6:20) and nothing more cleanses us from all sins, iniquities and transgressions (Rom. 4:6-8; Heb. 9:26; 1 Peter 1:18-20). This includes all original sin, actual sin, sin of omission and sin of commission, ALL sin forever!! 
Oh the glory and peace of this perfect sacrifice, that is everlasting, full, complete and satisfying to the Father; that is freely and sovereignly given to a special and chosen people by the Lord (Rom. 8:32). We are blessed to possess and enjoy all spiritual blessings through our victorious Lord’s blood atonement (Eph. 1:3-6; Col. 2:9-10; 1 John 4:10).
 We rejoice with Paul and shout from the house top, "Thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ." (1 Cor. 15:57). Tom Harding




