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10-29-25. What Is Truth?  Truth versus Orthodoxy
The Words in italics are my comments.
Other references Strong’s concordance unless indicated otherwise.
JOHN 18:
36 Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence.
37 Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king then? Jesus answered, Thou sayest that I am a king. To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I should bear witness unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice.
38 Pilate saith unto him, What is truth? And when he had said this, he went out again unto the Jews, and saith unto them, I find in him no fault at all.

Many people ask the same question as Pilate when the truth is standing in front of them as it was with Pilate.
JOHN 14
6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.

Orthodox.  conventional, mainstream, conformist, accepted, approved, received, recognized, correct, proper, established, established, authorized, authoritative, traditional, traditionalist, prevailing, prevalent, common, popular, customary, usual, normal, regular, standard, canonical, doctrinal, unheretical, conservative, unoriginal, derivative; Orthodoxy.   conventionality, conventionalism, conformism, conservatism, traditionalism, conformity, properness, propriety, correctness, doctrinalism, unoriginality.

I am including in your notes some quotes from what is called orthodox teachings.  Some religions will vary from them but most hold to the original foundation teachings which I will try to list.

The Word of God was given through the apostles and others chosen as Mark, Luke, Acts and maybe others but all is given by inspiration and is given for each to study and seek God for understanding.  The scripture and prayer with spirit filled teachers constantly pointing to the scriptures has been God’s way to lead and communicate with the believers. 

HEBREWS 1:
2 Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds;
JOHN 16:
13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come.
ACTS 1:
1 The former treatise have I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach, 
2 Until the day in which he was taken up, after that he through the Holy Ghost had given commandments unto the apostles whom he had chosen:

II TIMOTHY 3:
16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 
17 That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.
I CORINTHIANS 2:
13 Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual.
EPHESIANS 3:
5 Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit;
EPHESIANS 4
21 If so be that ye have heard him, and have been taught by him, as the truth is in Jesus:
ROMANS 8:
14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.

We should understand that the scriptures and the Spirit of God is all that was every meant to lead the true church of Jesus Christ.
The scriptures are very clear that the carnal mind without a conversion cannot understand the scriptures or many spiritual things.
ROMANS 8:
7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. 
8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.
I CORINTHIANS 1
21 For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.
I CORINTHIANS 3:
19 For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. For it is written, He taketh the wise in their own craftiness. 
20 And again, The Lord knoweth the thoughts of the wise, that they are vain.

The true church existed on this primacy from the beginning and for many years.

Because the carnal mind is enmity against God many people begin to derive different doctrine and divided the original church.  

In an attempt to bring the church together in unity a council of men was assembled.  The first major one was called the Nicene council.  Anyone reading the declaration of the council will also see it was an attempt to put the leadership of the Church under men of the elites choosing.
Through that council and many others doctrines was established that is still the foundation of most churches today.

The carnal mind lost the concept of one God and declared that there are three, but we should call them one God.  

Before we go any further what does the scripture say.

CORINTHIANS 8:
6 But to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by him.
EPHESIANS 4:
6 One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.
I TIMOTHY 2:
5 For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus;
DEUTERONOMY 4:
35 Unto thee it was shewed, that thou mightest know that the LORD he is God; there is none else beside him.
ISAIAH 44
6 Thus saith the LORD the King of Israel, and his redeemer the LORD of hosts; I am the first, and I am the last; and beside me there is no God.
7 And who, as I, shall call, and shall declare it, and set it in order for me, since I appointed the ancient people? and the things that are coming, and shall come, let them shew unto them.
8 Fear ye not, neither be afraid: have not I told thee from that time, and have declared it? ye are even my witnesses. Is there a God beside me? yea, there is no God; I know not any.
ISAIAH 43:
15 I am the LORD, your Holy One, the creator of Israel, your King.

People who believe trinitarian doctrine will refer to the scripture let us make man in our image and ignore all scripture when God refers to Himself as I meaning one.

In the different councils they came to an agreement that Jesus Christ is also a God.  Later, they also decided that the Holy Ghost was also a God.
Constantinople’s Clarification
The First Council of Constantinople (381), convened by Emperor Theodosius I, expanded on the Nicene Creed and clarified the church’s teaching on the Holy Spirit. The revised creed stated:
“And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life,
Who proceeds from the Father,
Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
Who spoke by the prophets.”
With these words, the council affirmed the full divinity (Acts 5:3–4), personhood (John 14:26), and eternal nature (Hebrews 9:14) of the Holy Spirit. He is not a force or a lesser deity. He is the Lord, the Giver of Life, co-equal and co-eternal with the Father and the Son.  https://beingreformed.substack.com/p/the-council-that-defined-the-holy
There is not one scripture to tell us the Holy Ghost is Lord or giver of life neither is there a scripture that we should worship the Holy Spirit.
JOHN 4:23 but the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him.

To teach that the Holy Ghost is to be worshipped separate or equal to God the Father is a man created idol worship.

To create in peoples mind that one God means three is not found in scripture.

REVELATION 1
6 And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.
I PETER 4:
11 If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man minister, let him do it as of the ability which God giveth: that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.

To worship, pray to, or glorifiy the Holy Ghost is not found in the scriptures.  
Because they, the council had declared Christ to be a God they had to come up with a new meaning of begotten because God cannot have a beginning.
JOHN 1:
14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.

Begotten:  single of its kind, only; used of only sons or daughters (viewed in relation to their parents)

Using that scripture they changed the wording from only begotten to the only Son of the Father.   Which is not incorrect but there are more than one scripture concerning the beginning of Christ the Son of God.
MATTHEW 1
20 But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.

Conceived:    1080   gennao    {ghen-nah'-o}   men who fathered children, to be born, to be begotten, of women giving birth to children

LUKE 1:
35 And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.
ACTS 13
33 God hath fulfilled the same unto us their children, in that he hath raised up Jesus again; as it is also written in the second psalm, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee.

Begotten: same Greek word. 1080   gennao    {ghen-nah'-o}  

PSALM 2:
7 I will declare the decree: the LORD hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten thee.

Begotten:    3205   yalad    {yaw-lad'}    o bear, bring forth, beget, gender, travail

HEBREWS 1:
5 For unto which of the angels said he at any time, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee? And again, I will be to him a Father, and he shall be to me a Son?

Staying with the scriptures let’s look at this.

HEBREWS 1:
1 God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, 
2 Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds;

Only in the New Testament will you find God speaking by His Son.  In the Old Testament God spoke directly sometimes through angels but never a Son.

How could except in the imagination of a group of carnal men come up with the idea that a son could always exist eternal without a beginning.

HEBREWS 11
3 Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear.
3 Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear.
REVELATION 21:
6 And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely.

Was the Word always a person of Jesus Christ?
Was the Word spoken called Jesus Christ because that what it would become?

Just saying it does not prove it.  Scripture must be the proof.

JOHN 1:
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
2 The same was in the beginning with God. 
3 All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made. 
4 In him was life; and the life was the light of men.

Word:    3056   logos    {log'-os}  a word, uttered by a living voice, embodies a conception or idea
GENESIS 1:
1 In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.
2 And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.
3 And God said, Let there be light: and there was light.

Said:  559   'amar    {aw-mar'}   to say,  to answer, to say in one's heart, to think, to command, to promise, to intend, to command, to tell, to relate.

I understand that the all-knowing God could call His Word in the Old Testament Jesus Christ in the New.
ROMANS 4:
17 (As it is written, I have made thee a father of many nations,) before him whom he believed, even God, who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things which be not as though they were.
PSALM 139:
14 I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvellous are thy works; and that my soul knoweth right well.
15 My substance was not hid from thee, when I was made in secret, and curiously wrought in the lowest parts of the earth.
16 Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being unperfect; and in thy book all my members were written, which in continuance were fashioned, when as yet there was none of them.
17 How precious also are thy thoughts unto me, O God! how great is the sum of them!
REVELATION 13:
8 And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.
ECCLESIASTES 3:
11 He hath made every thing beautiful in his time: also he hath set the world in their heart, so that no man can find out the work that God maketh from the beginning to the end.


ISAIAH 46:
10 Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure:
I JOHN 1:
1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life;  (Logos)
2 (For the life was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness, and shew unto you that eternal life, which was with the Father, and was manifested unto us;) 
3 That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.
JOHN 3:
12 If I have told you earthly things, and ye believe not, how shall ye believe, if I tell you of heavenly things? 
13 And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from heaven, even the Son of man which is in heaven.

[image: A close-up of a number

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
The Son of Man the One being in the heaven.

The Son of Man meaning Jesus Christ in flesh as a man had never been in heaven except as the Word of course the Word was always with God.

I CORINTHIANS 15:
50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption.

The flesh of Jesus Christ was corruptible, not with sin but with the nature of Adam. He was made sin for us but delivered from death before His body faced corruption.

ACTS 2
29 Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and his sepulchre is with us unto this day. 
30 Therefore being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on his throne; 
31 He seeing this before spake of the resurrection of Christ, that his soul was not left in hell, neither his flesh did see corruption.
≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠≠
From the voice of the Martyrs
	But Peter and John answered them, “Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you rather than to God, you must judge, for we cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard.”

	—ACTS 4:19–20



The ominous red seal at the bottom of the page bore the insignia of the district Communist office for that area of Laos. For local Christians, the words were even more ominous.

“If any person, any tribe, any family is deceived to believe in other religions, such as Christianity or others, they must return to the religion in which they [formerly] believed,” the document stated. “It is forbidden to propagate that religion. On the contrary, those believers will have to move and live in the new areas. If there is any village or family who believes in another religion … party committee members must collect the statistics and make a list of those groups of people … and send it to the Office of the Front for Construction. We would like to know especially how many believe in Jesus and are Christians in the district.”

Laotian Christians have been forced to sign a document renouncing their conversion to Christianity. For the atheistic Communist government, it seems that any religion is more acceptable than the worship of Jesus Christ. Family members and village authorities also persecute Christians, as they are concerned that followers of Christ will offend the spirits of their tribal religion. Despite the efforts of the government and others, the church in Laos is growing as Christians continue to boldly share their faith and willingly embrace the cost for doing so.

When human authority contradicts God’s commands, a line is drawn; a choice must be made. Either we will resign to human authority or align ourselves with God’s commands and risk the consequences. Persecuted Christians in Laos bravely choose to follow God rather than the government that persecutes them. Will you follow Christ in bold faith too?


image1.png
3762

305

1519 3588

3772

oudeic avaPéPnkev €ig Tov oupavov

no one

5207

has ascended

3588

444

into the

3588

vi6¢ tou avBpdTou o

son

of man,

the one

heaven,

1510.6
WV
being

1722
EV

in

1508 3588 1537 3588 3772 2597 3588
ELpn o €K ToU oupavoy kataPdg o
except theone fromoutof the heaven descending — the
3588 3772 2532 2531 * 5312 3588
T® oupav® 3:14 kar kabwg Mworg Uywoe TOV

the heaven. And as Moses raised up high  the




