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9-2-26 Revelation Chapter 11 Pt. 2
The Words in italics are my comments.
Other references Strong’s concordance unless indicated otherwise.
REVELATION 11:
4 These are the two olive trees, and the two candlesticks standing before the God of the earth. 
3 And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall prophesy a thousand two hundred and threescore days, clothed in sackcloth.

Let remember this is the revelation of Jesus Christ and no person can understand it without the teaching of the Holy Ghost.  There will be many things that I have no right to say it is anything other then what the scripture tells us.  I will give examples from the scripture to show how things “could be.”  The final interpretation will be left up to the Holy Ghost.

If these events are future, then they will happen at the time and place God has designated.
As I have stated before you will find hundreds of ideas about how this all applies to events mostly after the church is gone.

I believe all the trumpets are to Iseral though they affect others also.  I also believe they are the judgment prophesied in the Old Testament that would come to Israel. I have given scriptures where God said he would punish Israel seven time here are a few more about the judgment of Iseral.
DEUTERONOMY 28:
58 If thou wilt not observe to do all the words of this law that are written in this book, that thou mayest fear this glorious and fearful name, THE LORD THY GOD;
59 Then the LORD will make thy plagues wonderful, and the plagues of thy seed, even great plagues, and of long continuance, and sore sicknesses, and of long continuance.
60 Moreover he will bring upon thee all the diseases of Egypt, which thou wast afraid of; and they shall cleave unto thee.
61 Also every sickness, and every plague, which is not written in the book of this law, them will the LORD bring upon thee, until thou be destroyed.
62 And ye shall be left few in number, whereas ye were as the stars of heaven for multitude; because thou wouldest not obey the voice of the LORD thy God.
63 And it shall come to pass, that as the LORD rejoiced over you to do you good, and to multiply you; so the LORD will rejoice over you to destroy you, and to bring you to nought; and ye shall be plucked from off the land whither thou goest to possess it.
64 And the LORD shall scatter thee among all people, from the one end of the earth even unto the other; and there thou shalt serve other gods, which neither thou nor thy fathers have known, even wood and stone.
65 And among these nations shalt thou find no ease, neither shall the sole of thy foot have rest: but the LORD shall give thee there a trembling heart, and failing of eyes, and sorrow of mind:
66 And thy life shall hang in doubt before thee; and thou shalt fear day and night, and shalt have none assurance of thy life:

I believe any rational person would see Israel from the rejection of their King until now have suffered these things and they continue.

Also before the trumpet begin to sound judgment was held until 144,000 of all the tribes of Israel were sealed.  Also doing the trumpets only mercy revealed was to those who had the seal of God in their foreheads which again was the 144,000.

Believing as the scripture teaches that they are the first fruits or first converted of Israel that would take us back to the first days of the birth of the New Testament church.

Also, the term “third” is used over a dozen time when the trumpets sound and coincides with teachings in the Old Testament as in this verse.

EZEKIEL 5:
12 A third part of thee shall die with the pestilence, and with famine shall they be consumed in the midst of thee: and a third part shall fall by the sword round about thee; and I will scatter a third part into all the winds, and I will draw out a sword after them.

Does that prove anything? Maybe not but it leans toward Israel only more than anything else I have heard.  Now let’s look at some attributes of these two olive trees.

REVELATION 11:
5 And if any man will hurt them, fire proceedeth out of their mouth, and devoureth their enemies: and if any man will hurt them, he must in this manner be killed. 
6 These have power to shut heaven, that it rain not in the days of their prophecy: and have power over waters to turn them to blood, and to smite the earth with all plagues, as often as they will. 

We know that if we use the attributes to identify two men then we would only have Moses and Elijah and these events occured in the Old Testament.

This may seem shocking but there is no evidence these witnesses preach the gospel or even have the attributes Christ speaks about in the New Testament.  With Christ there is a completely new atmosphere around and with a Christian.

LUKE 9:
53 And they did not receive him, because his face was as though he would go to Jerusalem. 
54 And when his disciples James and John saw this, they said, Lord, wilt thou that we command fire to come down from heaven, and consume them, even as Elias did? 
55 But he turned, and rebuked them, and said, Ye know not what manner of spirit ye are of.
56 For the Son of man is not come to destroy men's lives, but to save them. And they went to another village.

MATTHEW 5:
44 But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you;

Fire from their mouth speaks of God’s judgment.

PSALM 18:
7 Then the earth shook and trembled; the foundations also of the hills moved and were shaken, because he was wroth.
8 There went up a smoke out of his nostrils, and fire out of his mouth devoured: coals were kindled by it.
JEREMIAH 5:
14 Wherefore thus saith the LORD God of hosts, Because ye speak this word, behold, I will make my words in thy mouth fire, and this people wood, and it shall devour them.

If these two olive trees, and they are also called prophets.  There is a difference between the Old Testament prophets and the New Testament prophets.

We know the Law came by Moses but mostly prophets were sent to warn Israel to obey the law given by moses.
JEREMIAH 29:
19 Because they have not hearkened to my words, saith the LORD, which I sent unto them by my servants the prophets, rising up early and sending them; but ye would not hear, saith the LORD.
ZECHARIAH 7:
12 Yea, they made their hearts as an adamant stone, lest they should hear the law, and the words which the LORD of hosts hath sent in his spirit by the former prophets: therefore came a great wrath from the LORD of hosts.
  13 Therefore it is come to pass, that as he cried, and they would not hear; so they cried, and I would not hear, saith the LORD of hosts:

New Testament prophets consisted of those who had the New Testament revealed to them.

EPHESIANS 3:
4 Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ ) 
5 Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit; 
6 That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel:
EPHESIANS 2:

20  To my understand, which is very limited, and I know that God’s thoughts.
And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone;

I do not believe we have any prophet to bring anything of the Word other than that which is written.
God has other prophets such as Agabus they can warn of dangers or things to come that is not mentioned in scriptures.
ACTS 11:
28 And there stood up one of them named Agabus, and signified by the Spirit that there should be great dearth throughout all the world: which came to pass in the days of Claudius Caesar.
ACTS 21:
10 And as we tarried there many days, there came down from Judaea a certain prophet, named Agabus. 
11 And when he was come unto us, he took Paul's girdle, and bound his own hands and feet, and said, Thus saith the Holy Ghost, So shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind the man that owneth this girdle, and shall deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles.

Considering that let’s look at these scriptures.

MATTHEW 11:
13 For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John.
14 And if ye will receive it, this is Elias, which was for to come.
LUKE 16:
16 The law and the prophets were until John: since that time the kingdom of God is preached, and every man presseth into it.

These two in Revelation 11 seem to be more of an Old Testament prophet then one like Paul.
MATTHEW 17:
1 And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, and John his brother, and bringeth them up into an high mountain apart, 
2 And was transfigured before them: and his face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was white as the light. 
3 And, behold, there appeared unto them Moses and Elias talking with him. 
4 Then answered Peter, and said unto Jesus, Lord, it is good for us to be here: if thou wilt, let us make here three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias. 
5 While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them: and behold a voice out of the cloud, which said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him.

We know the scriptures were written by men but was inspired by the Holy Spirit which is the voice of the Son.
HEBREWS 1:
1 God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, 
2 Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds;
ISAIAH 8
20 To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them.

These two prophets in Revelation 11 do two things.  They prophesy and witness.

To my understand, which is very limited, and I know that God’s thoughts.

ISAIAH 55:
9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.

To have two physical prophets come to preach to Iseral and that according to scripture is where they are located would seem to contradict the ending of prophets as Christ spoke about and also would seem to contradict what God said in the presence of Moses and Elijah to hear Christ.

Who are they?  I can only look scriptural possibilities.  Moses represented Law and Elijah represented prophets and certainly the Old Testament had prophecies and the Law was the condemnation of those who did not have a correct sacrifice.

Whoever you might think these two or what they represent would be they have ministry of testimony and prophesy that last a thousand two hundred and threescore days, clothed in sackcloth.
REVELATION 11:
7 And when they shall have finished their testimony, the beast that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit shall make war against them, and shall overcome them, and kill them. 
8 And their dead bodies shall lie in the street of the great city, which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified. 

That exact terminology is used in other scripture, which also is Iseral.
REVELATION 12:
6 And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God, that they should feed her there a thousand two hundred and threescore days.

The scriptures in the gospel do not give the ministry of Christ a certain time.	

Daniel does have a time.
DANIEL 9:26
26 And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are determined.

What was Messiah doing in that time period.

MATTHEW 5:
17 Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil.

Who are the two olive trees who are also called candlestick and prophets or what do they represent?

They are Moses and Elijah
They are the law and prophets
Their resurrection “could” also represent the first fruit or remnant of Israel they believed.

EZEKIEL 37:
1 The hand of the LORD was upon me, and carried me out in the spirit of the LORD, and set me down in the midst of the valley which was full of bones,
2 And caused me to pass by them round about: and, behold, there were very many in the open valley; and, lo, they were very dry.
3 And he said unto me, Son of man, can these bones live? And I answered, O Lord GOD, thou knowest.
4 Again he said unto me, Prophesy upon these bones, and say unto them, O ye dry bones, hear the word of the LORD.
5 Thus saith the Lord GOD unto these bones; Behold, I will cause breath to enter into you, and ye shall live:
6 And I will lay sinews upon you, and will bring up flesh upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and ye shall live; and ye shall know that I am the LORD.
7 So I prophesied as I was commanded: and as I prophesied, there was a noise, and behold a shaking, and the bones came together, bone to his bone.
8 And when I beheld, lo, the sinews and the flesh came up upon them, and the skin covered them above: but there was no breath in them.
9 Then said he unto me, Prophesy unto the wind, prophesy, son of man, and say to the wind, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.
10 So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood up upon their feet, an exceeding great army.
11 Then he said unto me, Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel: behold, they say, Our bones are dried, and our hope is lost: we are cut off for our parts.
12 Therefore prophesy and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, O my people, I will open your graves, and cause you to come up out of your graves, and bring you into the land of Israel.
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All That Is Necessary
We must never imagine that all that our Lord did and said is recorded in the Bible or in any other book. If all the miracles He did, words He spoke, and works He performed had been written in books, the apostle said, "The world could not contain the books that must be written." (John 21:25). However, our Lord has been pleased to have written all that is necessary and needful for us to know concerning His person and work; that we may know Him, believe Him, and be brought to eternal life. CHRIST AND THE SCRIPTURES MUST GO TOGETHER! As Christ reveals the Father, so the Bible reveals Christ; they cannot be separated. Christ is the truth; Christ is the gospel. It is only because Christ lives that the Word lives and is effectual to give life.
Henry T. Mahan
Reality Changes Everything
We are not at liberty to imagine God to be someone He is not. God has revealed Himself in His Word. He is who He is—sovereign, and none can stay His hand; holy, just, gracious, and merciful. He is far more than can be expressed in this short article.

The reality of who God is changes everything. It changes the way we see ourselves. By nature, we think we are basically good until we are given a true sight of God, as Isaiah was (Isaiah 6:1–5). Only when we see God as He is do we begin to see ourselves as we are—sinful and spiritually dead. That reality changes everything.

When we understand who God is and who we are, we see our need for Jesus Christ. We need His sacrifice, His blood, and is righteousness. We need Him to save us, to be our Mediator, and to be our Advocate before the Father. Reality changes everything.
Pastor John Chapman



