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3-4-26 IS THE SON ETERNAL BEGOTTEN?
The Words in italics and highlighted in yellow are my comments.
Other references Strong’s concordance unless indicated otherwise.
An orthodox opinion of the Son of God Scriptural critique
This is my personal phone if some do not have it.  Please leave a message or text if you need to speak with me. I will get back to you. Lord willing. 573-979-1241

The phone for service is.  573-391-5854. It should work but in the U.S. only.  The website for video on that number is listed below it should connect from anywhere in the world If the video or audio would fail with box cast, YouTube or Rumble.  the phone number is audio only but if you go to this website it will have audio and video also, Lord willing.
Dailpad.    https://meetings.dialpad.com/joehefflin
  
These are other links to the service.   Boxcast is usually the best.

Boxcast
https://boxcast.tv/channel/nxfvjhekoghidsqyp97z
 
Rumble
https://rumble.com/user/JosephHefflin
 
Youtube link
https://www.youtube.com/@joehefflincapegirardeaumo9842

Website
 https://christistruth.net

_________________________________________________________________________
I have taken this from this website which encouraged people to share so that is what I am doing but also added the scripture with the statement of what this group believes. https://thegospelcentral.org/what-we-believe/What
Does It Mean That the Son Is Eternally Begotten?
One of the oldest confessions of the church says:
“The Son is eternally begotten of the Father.”
— The Nicene Creed (A.D. 325)
The doctrine of the eternally Son is from a creed not the scripture.
To prove a doctrine, we should start with scripture not from a creed written and agreed upon by men who did not bother to prove their doctrine by scripture
I THESSALONIANS 5:21 Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.
Prove:    1381   dokimazo    {dok-im-ad'-zo}to test, examine, prove, scrutinise (to see whether a thing is genuine or not), to recognise as genuine after examination, to approve, deem worthy
For many Christians today, that phrase feels mysterious.
How can someone be begotten and yet eternal?
Does “begotten” mean “created”?
Did the Son have a beginning?
These are important questions—and Scripture gives a beautiful answer. 
The scripture always gives a correct answer often carnality give a beautiful answer.
Understanding this truth not only protects the deity of Christ, but opens our eyes to the love within the Trinity and the miracle of our own new birth in Him.
The trinity was created by the Nicaea, Constantinople, Ephesus and Chalcedon councils over a period of over 400 years after the first church was founded.
Let’s walk through this step by step.

1. What “Begotten” Does Not Mean
Before defining what it does mean, we must clear away misunderstanding.
A. “Begotten” does NOT mean created

I agree it does not mean created it means as in the New Testament “only begotten” mean an only child but the correct word as in this scripture.

HEBREWS 1:
5 For unto which of the angels said he at any time, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee? And again, I will be to him a Father, and he shall be to me a Son?

Begotten:    1080   gennao    {ghen-nah'-o}    gennavw    from a variation of 1085; TDNT -- 1:665,114; vb
begat (49) -- be born (39)-- bear (2-- gender (2)-- bring forth (1)-- be delivered (1) -- misc (3) [97]
 1) of men who fathered children, to be born, to be begotten, of women giving birth to children
The early church rejected this idea instantly.
Correction the early “church fathers” rejected the idea noted in their creeds.
John 1:1 is emphatic:
“The Word was God.”
It does not say the Word was a god.  I agree the Word will be made flesh but what was it in the beginning?
The Greek word here is Logos:  3056   logos    {log'-os}  a word, uttered by a living voice, embodies a conception or idea
If we stay with scripture, we would say In the beginning was the Word being spoken and the Word being spoken was with God was the Word being spoken was God
The Son is not a creature.
The point of saying the Son is not a creature is to say he was never created.
I agree that the Word God speaks is not a creation but by its power it can create

He is not the first thing God made. 
We do not have a record of the first time God spoke, but this is the time the Word begin to do what the thoughts of God had determine.  We were not there as Job was admonished.
JOB 38:4 Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth? declare, if thou hast understanding.

He is true God from true God.
Correctly it is true God from what is spoken or true spoken from true God.
“Begotten” does NOT mean the Son had a starting point.”

We will explore the meaning of Begotten soon.
There was never a time when the Father existed and the Son didn’t.
If the Father were ever without the Son, He would not be eternally Father. The Father is always Father because the Son is always Son.
Has no scripture backing and to me is just an orthodox statement

2. So What Does “Eternally Begotten” Mean?
In simple terms:
Warning this is their explanation not the Word of God!
The Son receives His divine life from the Father eternally, without beginning, without end.
This is a relationship, not an event.
We can break this down:
“Begotten” describes relationship, not time.”

I do not believe you will find the definition of begotten to ever be relationship.  A false doctrine will interpret scripture or change the meaning of scripture to fit the false teaching.

Let’s let the scriptures define begotten. 

ACTS 13:
33 God hath fulfilled the same unto us their children, in that he hath raised up Jesus again; as it is also written in the second psalm, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee.     (also Hebrew 1:5, Hebrew 5:5,)

Begotten:   1080   gennao    {ghen-nah'-o} of men who fathered children, to be born, to be begotten, of women giving birth to children

The Greek word gennao is used 65 times in the scripture and each time means the same, referring to birth or beginning.  It also speaks of the New Birth.

I JOHN 5:
1 Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God: and every one that loveth him that begat loveth him also that is begotten of him.
II CORINTHIANS 5:
17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.  

I do not have the audacity to say that begotten means relationship in the three scriptures that speak of Christ and the other 62 times it means to be born to have a beginning from a source.
Scripture speaks of the Son as coming from the Father:
· “the only-begotten from the Father” (John 1:14)
The scripture correctly read: of the Father not from the Father as the original Greek also.
JOHN 1:14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.
Only begotten in that scripture and a few others comes from a Greek word meaning only
  3439   monogenes    {mon-og-en-ace'}  1) single of its kind, only; used of only sons or daughters.
“begotten”. Was added to show Jesus Christ to be the only Son of God.
· “the Son whom He loves” (Col. 1:13)
· “the radiance of His glory” (Heb. 1:3)
The Son is God’s eternal self-expression,
This statement is true if the Son is eternal otherwise it is a false statement.

His Word,
His image,
His radiance.
Where there is light, there is radiance.
Where there is a sun, there is brightness.
Those statements are true but the next one as the scripture tells us to prove all things.
Where there is a Father, there is a Son.
That is true but Jesus Christ calls God his Father only after He was born.  God is called Father about 15 times in the Old Testament none referring to His Son Jesus Christ but mostly about Israel and sometimes Solomon.  Note Isreal or Solomon is eternal 
B. The Father communicates the divine being to the Son eternally
This is why the early theologians said:
“The Father eternally begets the Son.”
Not in time.
Not with a beginning.
Not as an act of creation.
It is an eternal, internal reality of God’s own life.
Just as a thought is always in the mind, just as radiance always flows from light— the Son eternally flows from the Father.
As expressed in the beginning words of a theologian not the words of scripture.
C. It expresses distinction without dividing the Godhead
God is one being in three persons:
· The Father is God
· The Son is God
· The Spirit is God
But the Father is not the Son, and the Son is not the Father.
“Eternal begetting” is how Scripture describes this relationship.
Where does the scripture even have the word “eternal begetting?”

3. The Biblical Foundations
Far from being philosophy, this doctrine is rooted in the Bible’s language.
John 1:1–2 — “The Word was with God… and was God.”
The Son is both:
· with God (distinct)
· God (equal)
Anyone or thing claiming to be equal with God is not only unscriptural but almost blasphemy.
ISAIAH 2:17 And the loftiness of man shall be bowed down, and the haughtiness of men shall be made low: and the LORD alone shall be exalted in that day.
ISAIAH 44:24 Thus saith the LORD, thy redeemer, and he that formed thee from the womb, I am the LORD that maketh all things; that stretcheth forth the heavens alone; that spreadeth abroad the earth by myself;
ISAIAH 44:8 Fear ye not, neither be afraid: have not I told thee from that time, and have declared it? ye are even my witnesses. Is there a God beside me? yea, there is no God; I know not any.
ISAIAH 45:6 That they may know from the rising of the sun, and from the west, that there is none beside me. I am the LORD, and there is none else.
DEUTERONOMY 6:4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD:
MARK 12:29 And Jesus answered him, The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord:
I CORINTHIANS 8:5 For though there be that are called gods, whether in heaven or in earth, (as there be gods many, and lords many,) 
I CORINTHIANS 8:6 But to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by him
To try to persuade people that there are really three gods, but we call them one to hide the deceit when there is no scripture to teach that three gods should be called one god.
At judgement day we will be judged by two things one is works and the other is the Words of Jesus Christ.  If you only believe what you can read in the scripture you will not be condemned.
JOHN 12:48 He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day.
REVELATION 20:12 And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works.
John 1:14 — “the only-begotten from the Father”
“Only-begotten” translates monogenēs, meaning:
· unique
· one-of-a-kind
· having origin in the Father (relationally)
The word “relationally” speaks of kinship and I know Christ is God’s Son but still relationally is not a definition of monogenism.
John 5:26 — “As the Father has life in Himself, so He has granted the Son to have life in Himself.”
The Father is the fountain of deity. The Son shares that same life eternally.
If God granted the Son to have life in Himself, it had to have a beginning.
JOHN 5:26 For as the Father hath life in himself; so hath he given to the Son to have life in himself;
Given:  1325   didomi    {did'-o-mee}  to give something to someone
That Greek word is used in the New Testament 372 times.  Its meaning is never changed it speaks of giving something to someone who did not have it.
MATTHEW 7:7 Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you:
MATTHEW 28:18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.
Hebrews 1:3 — “The Son is the radiance of His glory.”
HEBREWS 1:
3 Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;

Brightmess: 541   apaugasma    {ap-ow'-gas-mah}  reflected brightness,
Just as radiance is inseparable from light,the Son is inseparable from the Father.
Not scripture.
Radiance is not created. It eternally expresses the essence of light.
Not sure their meaning but I agree Jesus Christ expresses the Light of God.



4. Eternal Begetting and New Birth
Eternal begetting and our new birth is connected. As Andrew Murray said:
“The Father begetteth us in His Son,
and begetteth His Son in us.”
Again, a quote from a man not from scripture.
https://renovare.org/people/andrew-murray
Andrew Murray (1828-1917) was a South African writer, teacher, and Christian pastor known for his influential role in the Dutch Reformed Church and his extensive writings on Christian spirituality, including over 240 books. He was a key figure in promoting missions and is recognized for his contributions to the "Higher Life" movement, which emphasized a deeper relationship with God.
The eternal love the Father has for the Son is communicated to us through the Spirit and forms Christ within us making us children of God in reality, not just name
The Son’s eternal generation becomes the pattern of our regeneration.
As the Son eternally receives life from the Father, so we receive that same life in new birth.
No scripture speaking of the Son’s “eternal generation.  A question:  If the Son receives life from the Father did He not have life?  How could he be equal with the Father but receive life from Him?

5. A Mystery That Leads Us to Worship
We cannot fully grasp the inner life of God.
But we can adore Him.
The doctrine of eternal begetting tells us:
· The Father eternally loves the Son
I do not argue the point about Father loving the Son since God speaks things that are not as they are I cannot find the beginning of that love, but Christ said the same thing about the true Christian.
JOHN 1:9 As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my love.
JOHN 17:24 Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am; that they may behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world.
EPHESIANS 1: 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: 4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love
· The Son eternally receives and returns that love
· The Spirit eternally binds that love
· And we are invited into that fellowship
The only part of this statement being true is what can be aligned with the scripture.
I JOHN 1:3 That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.
This is the heartbeat of Christianity:
The love the Father has for the Son
is the same love He now has for us (John 17:23).
That is true but we are not eternal so trying to say eternal love make the Son of God eternal fails here.

Conclusion:
Eternal Begetting Is the Foundation of Sonship. To say the Son is “eternally begotten” is to confess:
· The Son is eternal.  
That is Words without explanation.
This can be true as God knows the end from the beginning and can speak and call the spoken Word His Son because that is what it became in John 1:14
· The Son is truly God. 
· 
· The only scripture in the New Testament that can be used to say the Son is a God would be Hebrews 1:8 which we discussed in the last teaching.
· 
· The Son is distinct from the Father
· The Father eternally loves the Son
· That same Son now lives in us
· And through Him we become children of God
The eternal life of God is now the eternal life in us (1 John 5:11).
This is salvation.
This is union with Christ.
This is the glory of the gospel.
No disagreement there.
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