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THE MAKING OF IDOLS & GODS.
4-15-26
The Words in italics are my comments.
Other references Strong’s concordance unless indicated otherwise.
HOSEA 8:
4 They have set up kings, but not by me: they have made princes, and I knew it not: of their silver and their gold have they made them idols, that they may be cut off.
HOSEA 13:
2 And now they sin more and more, and have made them molten images of their silver, and idols according to their own understanding, all of it the work of the craftsmen: they say of them, Let the men that sacrifice kiss the calves.
EZEKIEL 14
4 Therefore speak unto them, and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Every man of the house of Israel that setteth up his idols in his heart, and putteth the stumblingblock of his iniquity before his face, and cometh to the prophet; I the LORD will answer him that cometh according to the multitude of his idols;
5 That I may take the house of Israel in their own heart, because they are all estranged from me through their idols.

That was the Old Testament this is the New Testament.

REVELATION 9:
20 And the rest of the men which were not killed by these plagues yet repented not of the works of their hands, that they should not worship devils, and idols of gold, and silver, and brass, and stone, and of wood: which neither can see, nor hear, nor walk:
 
There is a book called the book of life and according to scripture everyone whose name is not in that book will worship the dragon through the beast and most of it will be a worship of false gods or idols.
REVELATION 13
4 And they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto the beast: and they worshipped the beast, saying, Who is like unto the beast? who is able to make war with him?
REVELATION 13:
8 And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.
REVELATION 13:
11 And I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth; and he had two horns like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon. 
12 And he exerciseth all the power of the first beast before him, and causeth the earth and them which dwell therein to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed. 
13 And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from heaven on the earth in the sight of men, 
14 And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the beast; saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make an image to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live. 
15 And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the image of the beast should both speak, and cause that as many as would not worship the image of the beast should be killed.

We have always been taught that the book of life was a list of born-again believers, and I am sure ever born-again believer is listed but I am not convinced it just born-again believers.
REVELATION 3
5 He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels.
EXODUS 32:
31 And Moses returned unto the LORD, and said, Oh, this people have sinned a great sin, and have made them gods of gold.
32 Yet now, if thou wilt forgive their sin--; and if not, blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book which thou hast written.
33 And the LORD said unto Moses, Whosoever hath sinned against me, him will I blot out of my book.
REVELATION 20:
12 And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works.
REVELATION 20:
15 And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.
REVELATION 22:
19 And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.
MATTHEW 25:
34 Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: 
35 For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in: 
36 Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me.
MATTHEW 25:
40 And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.
REVELATION 20:
4 And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years
REVELATION 21
9 And there came unto me one of the seven angels which had the seven vials full of the seven last plagues, and talked with me, saying, Come hither, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife. 
10 And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, and shewed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, 
11 Having the glory of God: and her light was like unto a stone most precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as crystal;
REVELATION 21:
24 And the nations of them which are saved shall walk in the light of it: and the kings of the earth do bring their glory and honour into it.

We see the ones who will be judge by righteous works and the ones who believe and have been born again.  The group that will not make it according to scripture is those that worship a false god.
REVELATION 14:
9 And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, 
10 The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb: 
11 And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have no rest day nor night, who worship the beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name.

This describes the true church that Christ purchased with His blood.

I CORINTHIANS 8:
5 For though there be that are called gods, whether in heaven or in earth, (as there be gods many, and lords many,) 
6 But to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by him.

People sometime build a god or idol out of themselves following the deception that started in the garden.
GENESIS 3:
4 And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die:
5 For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.

Eve and Adam were soon shown that there is only one God and was put from the paradise God had given them.

In the New Testament the tree of life is plainly shown given a promise of spiritual life that we do not have by partaking of it.
JOHN 6:
51 I am the living bread which came down from heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever: and the bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world

But many forsake it and make of themselves a god.

II THESSALONIANS 2
3 Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; 
4 Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.

Sin:  266   hamartia    {ham-ar-tee'-ah} to be without a share in; to miss the mark; to err, be mistaken; to miss or wander from the path of uprightness and honour

It does not matter who the man of sin was, is, or will be the name does not matter it is the attributes, for the tree is known by its fruit

LUKE 6:
44 For every tree is known by his own fruit. For of thorns men do not gather figs, nor of a bramble bush gather they grapes.
II THESSALONIANS 2:
9 Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, 
10 And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved.

In the beginning when Satan said you shall not die; he was contradicting the Word that God had spoken and put his authority above the living God.  

The attribute or fruit of power, signs and lying wonders. Deceivableness or the ability to deceive.
MATTHEW 24:
24 For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect.

What is all deceivableness of unrighteousness?  It is any contradiction of the Word of God even one Word that changes the meaning of what God said, and unrighteousness is acceptance without faith.
COLOSSIANS 2:
4 And this I say, lest any man should beguile you with enticing words.
ROMANS 1
17 For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith.
EPHESIANS 4:
14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;
MARK 7:
13 Making the word of God of none effect through your tradition, which ye have delivered: and many such like things do ye.
HEBREWS 11:
6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.

An Idol or a false god is built without faith Laban could hear from the one God, but he had made unto himself many gods.
GENESIS 31:
30 And now, though thou wouldest needs be gone, because thou sore longedst after thy father's house, yet wherefore hast thou stolen my gods?
II CORINTHIANS 11:
3 But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ. 
4 For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom we have not preached, or if ye receive another spirit, which ye have not received, or another gospel, which ye have not accepted, ye might well bear with him.
COLOSSIANS 2:
2 That their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ; 
3 In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 
4 And this I say, lest any man should beguile you with enticing words.

You must know the real Jesus by faith in order to understand the idols and gods built with his name but not Christ.



I KINGS 12:
28 Whereupon the king took counsel, and made two calves of gold, and said unto them, It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem: behold thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt.

Now we have thousands if not millions of people pointing to their religion saying behold thy Christ as they evangelize for their religion.

A person life projects mostly first from the mouth the god or idol they have built and then actions of their life project around what they have built mostly first in their mind.

MATTHEW 12:
35 A good man out of the good treasure of the heart bringeth forth good things: and an evil man out of the evil treasure bringeth forth evil things.
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The Lord’s treasured possession
Various authors
Malachi 3:16-18, 
“Then those who feared the LORD talked with each other, and the LORD listened and heard them. A scroll of remembrance was written in His presence concerning those who feared the LORD and honored His name.
“They will be Mine,” says the LORD Almighty, “in the day when I make up My treasured possession. I will spare them, just as in compassion a man spares his son who serves him. And you will again see the distinction between the righteous and the wicked, between those who serve God and those who do not.”
Malachi prophesies into a spiritually apathetic culture--people who profess God but question His justice, doubt His goodness, and call obedience “futile.” Yet in the midst of that corruption, a remnant emerges: “those who feared the LORD.” This is always how the Lord preserves His glory--not through the masses, but through the faithful remnant.
1. A people marked by the fear of God and fellowship with one another. “Those who feared the LORD talked with each other…”
The fear of the Lord is not mere emotion--it is reverent submission that produces obedience. And notice the fruit: they talked with one another. True believers do not isolate; they edify, exhort, and anchor one another in truth (Hebrews 3:13). In a culture that mocks holiness, the righteous cling tighter to godly fellowship.
And what does the Lord do?  “The LORD listened and heard them.”
This is staggering. The sovereign Lord Almighty inclines His ear to the quiet, reverent conversations of His people. No word spoken in holy fear is wasted.

2. A God who remembers His own chosen, redeemed, and holy people.  “A scroll of remembrance was written in His presence…”
This is not divine forgetfulness remedied by record-keeping. The Lord is omniscient. Rather, this is covenantal language--a declaration that He will never overlook the faith of His elect.In a world where righteousness seems ignored and wickedness rewarded, this text declares that God keeps perfect account.
Every act of obedience, every whispered prayer, every costly stand for truth--all are recorded before Him. This anticipates the final judgment, where Christ will vindicate His people (2 Corinthians 5:10).
3. A treasured possession secured by covenant love. “They will be Mine . . . in the day when I make up My treasured possession”
This is covenant language, and here it finds fullest meaning in Jesus. Those who fear the Lord are not merely servants--they are His redeemed possession, purchased by the sin-atoning death of Jesus (1 Peter 1:18–19).
And note the tenderness: “I will spare them, just as in compassion a man spares his son who serves him.”
This is not general mercy--it is fatherly compassion. The elect are spared not because of their merit, but because they are united to the Son who perfectly served the Father. Christ bore judgment, so His people would receive mercy.
4. The final separation.
“And you will again see the distinction between the righteous and the wicked, between those who serve God and those who do not.”
Malachi confronts a complaint: “Evildoers prosper… serving God is pointless.” But the Lord answers with certainty--a day is coming when the distinction will be unmistakable.
Right now, the lines may appear blurred. The wicked flourish. The righteous suffer. But this is temporary. At Christ’s return . . .The righteous will be vindicated.
The wicked will be judged. The difference will be eternally clear.

There are only two categories of people: Those who fear and serve God, and those who do not.There is no middle ground. No neutrality. No self-defined way of salvation.
Do you fear the Lord, or merely profess Him?Do you honor His name, or take it lightly?Are you among those who fear and serve God, or those who serve self?The dividing line is not external religion--it is regeneration evidenced by godly fear and reverent obedience.
“They will be Mine,” says the LORD Almighty, “in the day when I make up My treasured possession.”



